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TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 

 

February 16, 2012 

 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Karl Schwing, Supervisor, Regulation & Planning, Orange County Area 
  Meg Vaughn, Staff Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action of the City 

of Laguna Beach accepting certification with suggested modifications of Major LCP 
Amendment No. 2-10 (Seven Changes Implementation Plan Amendment) is legally 
adequate.  For Commission review at its March 7-9, 2012 meeting in Chula Vista. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that 
the City's action is legally adequate. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Laguna Beach submitted Major Local Coastal Program (LCP) Amendment 
Request No. 2-10 for Commission certification pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 
10.090.  The seven changes to the Implementation Plan are reflected in the following 
ordinances:  No. 1525 (Split Zoned Parcels); No 1526 (Appeals); No. 1527 (Reasonable 
Accommodation); No 1528 (Definition of “Family,” “Household,” and “Single Housekeeping 
Unit”); No. 1529 (Administrative Use Permits for Short Term Lodging in the R1 Zone); and 
No. 1530 (Time Limit for the Restoration of Nonconforming Structures).   
 
Issues raised by the amendment included whether coastal resources (including but not 
limited to, public access and recreation, public views, and sensitive habitats) are 
adequately protected by changes proposed via Ordinance Nos. 1525 and 1527.  
Ordinance No. 1525 did not assure that adequate setbacks will be implemented as 
necessary to protect coastal resources.  Ordinance No. 1527 did not assure that adverse 
impacts to coastal resources will be avoided, or if unavoidable, minimized and mitigated, 
nor that the least damaging feasible alternative will be required.  In addition, Ordinance 
No. 1526 did not assure that the requirements of Chapter 25.07 Coastal Development 
Permits would be implemented.  To address these issues, the Commission adopted 
suggested modifications to bring the proposed Implementation Plan amendment into 
conformity with the policies of the certified Land Use Plan at its hearing on November 2, 
2011.  Local Coastal Program Amendment 2-10 affects only the Implementation Plan 
portion of the certified LCP.   
 
On January 10, 2012, the Laguna Beach City Council approved Ordinance No. 1557 which 
incorporated the Commission’s suggested modifications to LCPA 2-10.  Also on January 10, 
2012 the Laguna Beach City Council adopted Resolution 12.007 acknowledging receipt of the 
Coastal Commission action and accepting and agreeing to the suggested modifications.   
The City has submitted the modifications to the Executive Director for a determination that they 
are consistent with the Commission’s action on November 2, 2011. 
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As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, the Executive Director 
must determine whether the City's action is legally adequate and report that determination to 
the Commission.  In this case, the Executive Director has determined that the City's action is 
legally adequate.  Unless the Commission objects to the Executive Director's determination, 
the certification of Laguna Beach LCP Amendment No. 2-10 shall become effective upon the 
filing of the required Notice of Certification with the Secretary of Resources as provided in 
Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission CONCUR with the Executive Director’s 
determination as set forth in the attached letter (to be sent after Commission endorsement). 
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