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Prepared May 24, 2012 (for June 15, 2012 hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Madeline Cavalieri, District Manager 
 John Akeman, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Final Coastal Commission Certification Review for Santa Cruz County Local Coastal 
Program Amendment Number 1-11 Part 1 (Minor Exceptions and Garage Standards) 

At the April 12, 2012 Coastal Commission meeting in Ventura, the Commission approved, with 
suggested modifications, Santa Cruz County Local Coastal Program (LCP) Major Amendment Number 
1-11 Part 1. The amendment modifies County Code section 13.10 and the County’s Implementation Plan 
(IP) component of its certified LCP to: (1) allow for minor deviations from certain site development 
standards (for height, setbacks, separation between structures, floor area ratio (FAR), and lot coverage); 
(2) reduce required side and rear setbacks for garages, allow reduced front/street setbacks if it advances 
environmental protection or public safety objectives, and eliminate the Planning Commission’s 
discretion to establish modified setbacks; (3) allow height exceptions for certain parapets, flat plate solar 
collectors, and certain commercial and industrial buildings; and (4) conform LCP variance language to 
match State variance law. 

By actions taken on May 8, 2012, the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors adopted the amending 
LCP text as directed by the Commission’s suggested modifications (see Exhibit 1). These actions were 
taken within the required six-month timeframe. 

The Executive Director has determined that the actions taken by the County are legally adequate and 
that the amended LCP should be certified. The Executive Director recommends that the Commission 
concur with this determination and that the LCP, as amended, be certified. If the Commission concurs, 
the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., June 15, 2012), and notification of this 
certification and Commission concurrence will be forwarded to the County. 

Motion. I move that the Commission concur with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the actions taken by Santa Cruz County to accept the Commission’s suggested modifications for 
LCP Amendment 1-11 Part 1 are legally adequate. I recommend a yes vote. 

Executive Director’s Recommendation. The Executive Director recommends a YES vote on 
the motion. Passage of this motion will result in certification of Santa Cruz County’s LCP as 
directed by the Commission’s approval with suggested modifications of LCP Amendment 1-11 
Part 1; the amended LCP will be certified as of today’s date (i.e., June 15, 2012). The motion 
passes only by affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners present. 

 
Exhibits 
Exhibit 1: County Acceptance Resolution 
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