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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

JUNE 14, 2012 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
 

DE MINIMIS WAIVER 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-11-028-W 
Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company 

Replace the existing substation with a new 
“gas-insulated structure” (GIS). 

 

Humboldt Bay Power Plant 
Humboldt County 

 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-016-12 
NOAA 

Environmental Restoration Projects 
Action: Concur, 5/24/2012 

Southern California 

ND-021-12 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Maintenance dredging with nearshore and 
beach disposal 
Action: Concur, 5/8/2012 

Marina del Rey 
Los Angeles County 
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NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-020-12 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Maintenance dredging with beach and 
nearshore disposal 
Action: Concur, 5/9/2012 

San Francisco Main Ship 
Channel 

ND-023-12 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Marsh Restoration 
Action: Concur, 5/25/2012 

Santa Ana River Mouth 
Newport Beach, Orange Co. 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT WAIVER – DE MINIMIS 
 
DATE: May 29, 2012     PERMIT NO: E-11-028-W 
 
TO:  Coastal Commission and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for a 
coastal development permit (CDP), pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act. 
 
Applicant: Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
 
Project Location: At the Humboldt Bay Power Plant, near King Salmon, Humboldt County. 
 
Background: PG&E’s Humboldt Bay Power Plant site includes a substation that serves as a 
transmission and generation hub for PG&E’s North Coast service area.  This 60 kilovolt 
substation is located within a developed area of the power plant site, and covers an area of about 
30 by 200 feet with equipment ranging up to about 35 feet in height.  It includes various 
electrical equipment such as circuit breakers, switches, insulators, and a bus structure, which 
houses the buses, or metal strips, that are used to conduct electricity among different parts of the 
substation.  Built in the 1950s, the substation has experienced extensive corrosion and no longer 
meets seismic standards. 
 
Project Description: PG&E proposes to replace the existing substation with a new “gas-
insulated structure” (GIS), which houses critical components within sealed vessels to reduce 
corrosion and increase efficiency.  The proposed project includes removing most of the existing 
substation equipment, its foundation and several below-grade pipes and structures, various lines 
and poles, and some adjacent structures and equipment, including a trash loading facility, fire 
water lines, and the substation’s containment berm.  PG&E would construct a new modular 
building covering an area of about 38 by 90 feet and about 23 feet high, in which it would install 
the GIS and associated equipment.  PG&E would also construct a substation battery building 
about 16 feet wide by 26 feet long by 10 feet high to house batteries and chargers for the 
substation.  Both buildings would be built on concrete foundations within the developed portion 
of the power plant site and within a new containment berm and security fence.  PG&E expects 
demolition and construction to take about 18 months.  Work would require up to about 20 
workers and would generate up to about 50 truck trips to remove and bring in equipment.  
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