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TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Karl Schwing, Supervisor, Regulation & Planning, Orange County Area 
  Meg Vaughn, Staff Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action of the City of Laguna 

Beach accepting certification with suggested modifications of Major LCP Amendment No. 3-10 
(Temporary Use Permits Implementation Plan Amendment) is legally adequate.  For Commission 
review at its July 11-13, 2012 meeting in San Diego. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that the City's action 
is legally adequate. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Laguna Beach submitted Major Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. 3-10 for 
Commission certification pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 10.102.  The changes proposed by the 
City to the Implementation Plan are reflected in City Council Ordinance No. 1534.  The intent of the 
amendment is to streamline the Temporary Use Permit approval process for minor, short-term (five days or 
fewer) events.  As submitted by the City the amendment would make three changes to subsection 25.05.035 
at subsections (E), (F), and (I).  In Subsection (E) the City proposed to add language that, in addition to 
public notice required for temporary use permits, for any project that also requires a coastal development 
permit, the public notice requirements for coastal development permits shall also apply.  Subsection (F) 
introduces new language that would allow some temporary use permits to be issued by the Director of 
Community Development when the event is both five days or less and minor in nature.  Subsection (I) 
changes the effective date of an approved temporary use permit from ten business days to fourteen calendar 
days (unless appealed).  Local Coastal Program Amendment 3-10 affects only the Implementation Plan 
portion of the certified LCP. 
 
The issue that was raised by the amendment involved proposed language changes that made it unclear 
whether the streamlined temporary use permit procedure would also apply to development subject to a 
coastal development permit.  To address this issue, the Commission adopted one suggested modification in 
order to clarify that the proposed streamlined temporary use permit process does not apply to development 
that is also subject to approval of a coastal development permit, consistent with the City’s intent for the 
proposed change.  The Commission found that the suggested modification would bring the proposed 
Implementation Plan amendment into conformity with the policies of the certified Land Use Plan at its 
hearing on January 11, 2012.   
 
On May 1, 2012, the Laguna Beach City Council adopted Resolution 12.046 acknowledging receipt of the Coastal 
Commission action and accepting and agreeing to the suggested modifications.  Also on May 1, 2012, the Laguna 
Beach City Council approved Ordinance No. 1565 which incorporated the Commission’s suggested modification 
to LCPA 3-10.  The City has submitted the modifications to the Executive Director for a determination that they 
are consistent with the Commission’s action on January 11, 2012. 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, the Executive Director must determine 
whether the City's action is legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  In this case, the 
Executive Director has determined that the City's action is legally adequate.  Unless the Commission objects to 
the Executive Director's determination, the certification of Laguna Beach LCP Amendment No. 3-10 shall 



City of Laguna Beach LCPA 3-10 
Executive Director’s Determination 

Page 2 
 

become effective upon the filing of the required Notice of Certification with the Secretary of Resources as 
provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission CONCUR with the Executive Director’s determination as set forth in the 
attached letter (to be sent after Commission endorsement). 
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