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F11a 
DATE: July 20, 2012 
 
TO:    Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:   Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 

Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager 
   
 
SUBJECT: Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-1-08 

(Samoa): Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that 
the action of Humboldt County accepting the Commission’s certification 
of LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-1-08 is legally adequate.  (For 
Commission review at the meeting of August 10, 2012 in Santa Cruz) 

 
 
 
A. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Commission acted on Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-1-08 on 
March 10, 2011.  The proposed amendment as submitted involved changing the industrial 
land use designations and zoning districts within the Town of Samoa located on the 
Samoa Peninsula on the west side of Humboldt Bay to a mix of residential, commercial, 
natural resources, and business park uses and extending the urban limit line.  
 
The Commission rejected the amendment as submitted, but certified the proposed 
amendment of the LCP if modified to incorporate numerous changes.  The suggested 
modifications were substantial because the amendment raised a large number of issues.  
The redevelopment of the Samoa site raises such concerns as cleanup of industrial 
Brownfield contamination and lead paint residues, sea level rise, tsunami hazards, 
ensuring reservation of suitable sites for Coastal Act priority uses, provision of adequate 
infrastructure for the aging town and for new development, traffic impacts, coastal 
access, retaining the visual character of the historic community, protecting cultural 
resources, protecting environmentally sensitive habitat areas, and the lot legality of the 
existing properties. 
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On September 8, 2011 the Commission extended the expiration date of its approval with 
suggested modifications and the six-month time limit for Humboldt County to accept and 
agree to the Commission’s certification of Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. 
HUM-MAJ-1-08 with suggested modifications for a period not to exceed one year, to 
September 10, 2012. 
 
 
B. EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION: 
 
On December 6, 2011, and on July 17, 2012, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors 
held public hearings and adopted Resolution Nos. 11-94, 11-95, 12-62, 12-63 and 
Ordinance Nos. 2466 and 2482 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of 
certification, accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, 
agreeing to issue permits in conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving 
the necessary changes to the County’s  Local Coastal Program (see Attachment Nos. 1-
4). 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment 
to become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the County of 
Humboldt’s  actions are legally adequate and report that determination to the 
Commission.  Unless the Commission objects to the determination, the certification of 
Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-1-08 shall become effective upon 
the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCP amendment with the Secretary of 
Natural Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.5. 
 
C. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive 
Director that the actions of the County of Humboldt to accept the Commission’s 
certification of Humboldt County LCP Amendment No. HUM-MAJ-1-08 to adopt the 
necessary changes to the County’s Local Coastal Program are legally adequate, as noted 
in the attached letter, Attachment 1 (to be sent after Commission concurrence). 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. County Transmittal Letter and Board Orders 
3. County Resolution Nos. 11-94, 11-95, 12-62, 12-63  
4. County Ordinance Nos. 2466 and 2482  
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	FROM:   Charles Lester, Executive Director


