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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

AUGUST 10, 2012 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
 

IMMATERIAL AMENDMENT 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-99-009-A3 
Chevron Environmental 
Management Company 

Remove contaminated soil, road-base material, 
and other oil field debris and inactive 
groundwater monitoring wells from the “TB4 
West” site at the Guadalupe Oil Field. 

Guadalupe Oil Field 
San Luis Obispo County 

 
DE MINIMIS WAIVER 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-12-008-W 
Poseidon Resources 

Remove and relocate the wastewater system 
control room at the Encina Power Station’s 
seawater desalination facility. 

Encina Power Station 
San Diego County 
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NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-022-12 
Air Force 

Electric Line Replacements 
Action: Concur, 7/9/2012 

Vandenberg AFB 
Santa Barbara County 

ND-025-12 
GGNRA 

Equestrian Facility Improvements 
Action: Concur, 8/2/2012 

Southern Marin Co. 

ND-026-12 
National Park Service 

Lagoon Dune Restoration Plan 
Action: Concur, 8/2/2012 

Abbott’s Lagoon 
Pr. Reyes National Seashore
Marin County 

ND-028-12 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Salmon Creek Estuary Enhancement 
Action: Concur, 7/13/2012 

Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Humboldt County 

ND-033-12 
National Park Service 

Invasive Species Removal (scotch broom) 
Action: Concur, 8/3/2012 

Drake’s Estero 
Pt. Reyes National Seashore
Marin County 

ND-034-12 
Channel Islands National Park 

Pier Stabilization 
Action: Concur, 8/3/2012 

Prisoners Harbor 
Santa Cruz Island 
Santa Barbara County 

 
NO EFFECT DETERMINATION 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

NE-029-12 
Phillips 66 

Disposal of Dredge Material at SF-8 
Action: No Effect, 7/17/2012 

Offshore Ocean Beach 
San Francisco 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT AMENDMENT 
 

E-99-009-A3 
 
 
TO:  All Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
 
DATE: July 27, 2012  
 
SUBJECT:  Application to amend Coastal Development Permit (“CDP”) E-99-009 granted on 

November 3, 1999, to Unocal (subsequently acquired by Chevron) for 
remediation of soil and groundwater petroleum-hydrocarbon contamination at the 
former Guadalupe oil field in San Luis Obispo County. 

 
The Executive Director has determined that the requested project change described herein may 
be approved as an immaterial amendment to the above-referenced CDP.  The amendment would 
allow Chevron to remove contaminated soil, road-base material, and other oil field debris from 
the “TB4 West” site and remove up to 10 inactive groundwater monitoring wells as described in 
a TB4 West Work Plan (July 11, 2012) and a Monitoring Well Abandonment Work Plan (July 
23, 2012).  The work includes:  
 

 Remove and stockpile vegetated and clean “overburden” (estimated 34,242 cubic yards);  
 Install 1236 linear feet of temporary sheetpile; 
 Excavate hydrocarbon-affected soil (estimated 22,000 cubic yards); 
 Remove road base, portions of the “A” road, piping, concrete debris, and other oilfield 

remnants (estimated 1803 cubic yards) from inside the excavation disturbance boundary; 
 Backfill and re-contour remainder of disturbed site with clean overburden. 
 “Destroy” inactive groundwater monitoring wells by filling each well with hydrated 

bentonite pellets, cut off and remove each well casing one foot below grade, remove the 
surface well monument, other well materials and supporting concrete, and backfill 
remaining holes with sand. Five wells located off the beach are within wetlands and will 
be destroyed with hand tools only (no heavy equipment).  The five wells located on the 
beach require a drill rig to properly destroy. 

 
Background and Proposed Amendment: In 1998, the Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (“RWQCB”) issued to Unocal Cleanup and Abatement Order (“CAO”) 98-38 to 
remediate petroleum-hydrocarbon soil and groundwater contamination at the oil field site.  The 
CAO ordered site characterization, decommissioning, excavation, product recovery, and 
treatment of affected soils.  In 1999, the Coastal Commission approved CDP E-99-009 
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authorizing Unocal to excavate shoreline areas of contaminated soil and groundwater that 
contain plumes of diluent (a form of petroleum), sumps and “oil layers,” as directed by CAO 98-
38, and install up to 100 groundwater monitoring wells.  The County of San Luis Obispo also 
approved a CDP to remediate areas of contamination, remove old oil field infrastructure, and add 
monitoring wells located within its certified Local Coastal Program (“LCP”) jurisdiction.   
 
During one of the excavations authorized by CDP-99-009, Unocal/Chevron discovered an 
additional plume (located west of the “A” road).  The RWQCB determined that this newly 
discovered area of subsurface contamination, TB4 West, which is the primary subject of this 
amendment request, also be removed.  Chevron would also remove 10 inactive monitoring wells. 
 
Findings: The proposed amendment has been deemed “immaterial” for the following reasons:  
 
CDP E-99-009, which in part authorized the excavation of nine areas of diluent plumes, sumps 
or oil layers, includes 44 Special Conditions that direct how the work will be performed to 
minimize wetland, ESHA, wildlife, water quality, and public access impacts.  All activities 
proposed as part of this amendment request are similar to the work authorized by CDP E-99-009 
and all relevant conditions of CDP E-99-009 will be implemented.  For example, although the 
proposed work will be in areas used by the western snowy plover for nesting and breeding, it will 
be carried out after the 2012 nesting and breeding season and before the start of the next one 
(generally ends September 15 and starts March 15 of each year).   
 
In a July 13, 2012, letter to the Army Corps of Engineers, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
concluded that the proposed excavation and site restoration work is not likely to affect 
designated critical habitat for the western snowy plover because survey evidence from past 
excavations demonstrate that plovers continue to use newly excavated areas for nesting, even 
choosing such areas preferentially over undisturbed areas. 
 
As required by CDP E-99-009, all development is overseen daily by qualified biologists as well 
as an independent on-site environmental coordinator (“OEC”) chosen by the County and Coastal 
Commission staffs to monitor compliance with permit requirements.  The work proposed as part 
of this permit amendment will be conducted in consultation with the OEC and modified in the 
field as necessary in order to minimize impacts to coastal resources.   
 
Immaterial Permit Amendment 
 
Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations—Title 14, Division 5.5, Volume 19, section 
13166(b)—the Executive Director has determined this amendment to be IMMATERIAL. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial amendment 
is received at the Commission office within ten (10) working days of mailing said notice, the 
determination of immateriality shall be conclusive and the amendment shall be approved. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment shall not be effective until the 
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amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  If any three (3) Commissioners object to the executive director’s designation of 
immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to the Commission for action as set 
forth in section 13166(c).  Otherwise, the immaterial amendment shall become effective. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or a certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment application shall be referred to the  
Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c). 
 
If you wish to register an objection to this notice, please send the objection in writing to Alison 
Dettmer no later than August 10, 2012, at the above address.  If you have any questions, you 
may contact her at (415) 904-5205 or via email at Alison.Dettmer@coastal.ca.gov. 
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