
September 5, 2012 
 
 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street Suite 2000  
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 
 
Re: WAIVER#: 5-12-217  

APPLICANT: OC Dana Point Harbor (OCDPH) 
 
Dear Members of the Coastal Commission: 
 
As an environmental advocate I spend an inordinate amount of time reporting to you what I feel is wrong with a 
project and why it should be denied under the provisions of the Coastal Act.  I wanted to take this opportunity to 
send along my support for a great project in Dana Point Harbor, Orange County. 
 
As your staff has recently reported to you much is being done to monitor the effects of the Japan tsunami on our 
shores – specifically how debris will be handled.  OC Dana Point Harbor (OCDPH) has gone a step beyond in 
preparing for this possible influx of debris, but has also demonstrated a very proactive approach to dealing with 
the existing debris that comes into the Harbor via the procurement and installation of these skimmer units.  On its 
face this appears to be a simple waiver, but these skimmer devices will go far in reducing the debris that could in 
fact enter the receiving waters of the Pacific Ocean if not captured within the Harbor boundaries. 
 
Just a bit on these unique devices and how they were acquired: 
 
In early 2011, the Orange County Transportation Authority's (OCTA) Board of Directors authorized staff to issue 
the Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Allocation Program (ECP), Tier 1 Grant Program 2011 Call for Projects.  
The Tier 1 Grant Program was designed to mitigate the more visible forms of pollutants, such as litter and debris 
that collects on the roadways and in the catch basins prior to being deposited in waterways and the ocean.  It 
consists of funding for equipment purchases installation to existing catch basins and related best management 
practices (BMPs) such as screens, filters, and inserts.  An estimated $2.8 million in Measure M2 funds was made 
available to eligible applicants, which included Orange County cities and the County of Orange. The maximum 
grant amount was $100,000 per project.  OC Dana Point Harbor (OCDPH) was the proud recipient of the 
maximum grant amount.  
 
Process and cost make this project/product innovative.  The skimmer cycles 340 gallons per minute using water 
displacement as a method for skimming water. That is 489,600 gallons per day at a cost of only $18 per month. 
During the skimming process the pump has been equipped with a new development called a VDA unit (vacuum 
driven aerator).  This unit accomplishes three important tasks: (1) transfers large amounts of diffused air to water 
being cycled through the system, providing oxidation of invisible pollutants, (2) oxygenation of receiving waters 
and (3) 25% of this water is returned to the unit under the filter grid, causing debris to remain in suspension as air 
is trapped in bags and other materials that otherwise would plug unit.  The costs for running this unit are minimal, 
but additionally, this equates to hundreds of saved staff hours.  All of the funds that OCDPH is able to save on 
keeping water quality at the highest level possible can be used in other creative ways to educate boaters and 
visitors on the benefits of complying with clean water policies. 
 
With harbors working together, the combined efforts of trash skimmers installed at multiple locations across the 
U.S. has yielded an estimated 453,676 pounds of debris being removed from the water since the first one was 
installed in 2009, and the number is growing daily. 
 
I respectfully ask the Commission to support staff recommendation for approval of this waiver.  Thank you for your 
valuable time and consideration of the information provided. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Penny Elia 
30632 Marilyn Drive 
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 
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The Deputy Director's report begins on the next page. 








































































