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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 

FOR THE 

AUGUST 15, 2013 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

 
TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
DE MINIMIS WAIVER 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

9-13-0490-W 
Shell Exploration and 
Production Company 

Remove approximately 50 cu. yds. of 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contaminated 
soil at the seacliff from behind a seawall. 

Gaviota Coast 
Santa Barbara County 

 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-020-13 
Cabrillo National Monument 

Trail Repairs 
Action: Concur, 6/25/2013 

Cabrillo National Monument 
Point Loma, San Diego 
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ND-0203-13 
NOAA 

Tomales Bay Vessel Management Program 
Action: Concur, 6/13/2013 

Tomales Bay, Gulf of the 
Farallones National Marine 
Sanctuary, Marin County 

ND-0209-13 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs 

Construct Spinal Cord Injury (SCI) / 
Community Loving Center (CLC) Building 
Action: Concur, 3/20/2013 

Naval Base Ventura County 
Point Mugu  

 
 

NO EFFECT DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

NE-0202-13 
Marin County Flood Control & 
Water Conservation District 

Construct sediment removal terrace in 
creekbed  
Action: No Effects, 7/11/2013 

Easkoot Creek, Stinson Beach 
Marin County 

NE-0203-13 
North County Transit District 

Install positive train control radio towers 
Action: No Effects, 7/16/2013 

Leucadia to San Diego 
San Diego County 
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NOTICE OF COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
DE MINIMIS WAIVER  

 
 
 
DATE: August 2, 2013 PERMIT NO. 9-13-0490-W 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT: Waiver of Coastal Development Permit Requirements 
 
Based on the plans and information submitted by the applicant for the development described 
below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirements for 
a coastal development permit (CDP), pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal 
Act. 
 
Applicant: Mark Himberger 

Shell Exploration and Production Company 
  HSSE SD/SE – C440 D, 150 North Dairy Ashford St. 
  Houston, Texas 77079-1197 
 
Project Description: The applicant proposes to remove approximately 50 cubic yards of 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contaminated soil located above and landward of an existing 
seawall approximately one mile upcoast of Arroyo Quemada on the Gaviota coast of Santa 
Barbara County.  Clean-up activities would involve the transit of a material transport truck, 
excavator, and mini-excavator across approximately one mile of wet- and dry-sand beach at 
low tide in order to access the site and remove the targeted material.  All proposed work 
would be carried out during daylight hours and would be limited to approximately four hours 
per day for approximately eight days.   
 
Background: The applicant has assumed responsibility for remediation and restoration of the 
now-decommissioned natural gas plant that Shell previously operated within the Canada de la 
Huerta area of the Gaviota coast, directly inland of the proposed project site.  Extensive soil 
contamination was found at the former gas plant site and cleanup and restoration activities are 
being carried out under the direction of an Interagency Workgroup Team comprised of 
representatives of the County of Santa Barbara, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Regional Water Quality Control Board.  In 
addition to the clean-up of the gas plant site, additional contaminants were found to have 
accumulated in soil located seaward of the gas plant adjacent to an existing seawall.  The 
proposed clean-up project would target the most highly contaminated of this soil, a total of 
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approximately 50 cubic yards, and would transfer it to an authorized storage facility before 
additional erosion can cause it to disperse into the ocean.  
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict 
with policies of Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act. 
 
The contaminated soil to be removed is located adjacent to areas above and behind and 
existing seawall in which small rocks and wave-cast cobblestones have accumulated.  The 
targeted soil is covered with a plastic tarp that has prevented the establishment of vegetation 
on it and has limited its viability as plant or animal habitat.  The removal of this material and 
all equipment operation and removal activities will be carried out within areas of bare ground 
or loose cobblestone and will be carried out without disturbing or removing any vegetated 
habitat areas.  In addition, all work areas will be covered with plastic sheeting, construction 
matting, or tarps to contain the targeted soil and ensure that all contaminated material is 
captured, transferred, and removed in a secure manner and that no material is lost or 
discharged onto any beach or habitat areas.  Review and oversight of clean-up operations will 
be carried out by staff of those agencies represented on the Interagency Workgroup Team.   
 
Clean-up activities will be carried out with light equipment, vehicles, and hand tools to the 
extent feasible.  Use of heavy equipment on beach areas will be limited to no more than a 
transport truck, excavator, and min-excavator, and will be carried out only when use of light 
equipment and hand tools cannot be carried out in a manner consistent with technical 
requirements or human health and safety needs.  Any heavy equipment used on the beach or 
project site will use vegetable based hydraulic oil and spill containment and clean-up material 
will be maintained on site to address any accidental release of hazardous material due to 
equipment operation.  All equipment transit and soil removal activities will be carried out 
during daylight hours when tide heights, weather, and surf conditions assure that seawater is 
not present within equipment transit and staging areas.  All project equipment and vehicles 
will be removed and stored at an appropriate offsite facility at the conclusion of each work 
day.    
 
The equipment transit and material transport route will be inspected by a qualified biologist 
prior to each use by vehicles or equipment to ensure that no sensitive species or marine 
mammals are located within its proximity.  If such species are observed within the transit 
route, transit will be delayed until the species have left the area.  Worker environmental 
awareness training will be provided to all site personnel by a qualified biologist prior to the 
initiation of project activities. 
 
All exposed rocks and rock outcrops located on the beach along the transit and transport route 
will be avoided or covered with sandbags and/or construction matting to chipping or breakage 
during vehicle and equipment transit.  In addition, no low-ground-clearance (less than 12-
inches) vehicles or equipment will transit the beach area.   
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The proposed project site is not near any public access sites and project work will not require 
closure or restricted access of any public coastal access.  Public access to the work area will 
be restricted due to safety concerns, however, the work area is located approximately one mile 
from the nearest coastal access and provides limited recreation potential due to the presence of 
the seawall and associated lack of dry sand beach.  Vehicle and equipment transit along the 
beach area to and from the work site will be carried out during weekdays and project 
personnel will proceed ahead of vehicles and equipment to inform beach users or 
recreationists of the location of the transit path and recommend that they remain at a safe 
distance temporarily during transit.   
 
Important:  This waiver is not effective unless the project site has been posted and until the 
waiver has been reported to the Coastal Commission.  This waiver is proposed to be reported 
to the Commission at the meeting of August 14-15, 2013 in Santa Cruz.  If four or more 
Commissioners object to this waiver, a coastal development permit will be required. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
CHARLES LESTER 
Executive Director 
 
 

By:  
 
ALISON J. DETTMER 
Deputy Director 
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DATE: July 31, 2013 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
 Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director  
 Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 
RE: Negative Determinations Issued by the Executive Director  
 [Executive Director decision letters are attached] 
 

 
 

 

 
PROJECT #: ND-20-13 
APPLICANT: Cabrillo National Monument 
LOCATION: Cabrillo National Monument, Point Loma, San Diego  
PROJECT: Trail Repairs 
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/25/2013  
 
PROJECT #: NE-0202-13 
APPLICANT: Marin County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District 
LOCATION: Easkoot Creek, Stinson Beach, Marin County 
PROJECT: Construct sediment removal terrace in creekbed 
ACTION: No effects 
ACTION DATE: 7/11/13 
 
PROJECT #: NE-0203-13 
APPLICANT: North County Transit District 
LOCATION: Leucadia to San Diego, San Diego County 
PROJECT: Install positive train control radio towers 
ACTION: No effects 
ACTION DATE: 7/16/13 
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PROJECT #: ND-0203-13 
APPLICANT: NOAA 
LOCATION: Tomales Bay, Gulf of the Farallones National Marine 

Sanctuary, Marin County  
PROJECT: Tomales Bay Vessel Management Program 
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/13/2013 
 
PROJECT #: ND-0209-13 
APPLICANT: Department of Veterans Affairs 
LOCATION: VA Medical Center (I-5 and La Jolla Village Drive), San 

Diego  
PROJECT: Construct Spinal Cord Injury SCI)/Community Living 

Center (CLC) Building  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 7/31/2013 
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