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CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
South Coast Area Office 
200 Oceangate, Suite 1000 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
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TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Karl Schwing, Supervisor, Regulation & Planning, Orange County Area 
  John Del Arroz, Staff Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action of the City of 

Laguna Beach accepting certification with suggested modifications of Major LCP 
Amendment No. 3-11 (Public Notification Procedures)(LGB-MAJ-3-11) is legally 
adequate.  For Commission review at its August 14-15, 2013 meeting in Santa Cruz. 

 
SUMMARY OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that the 
City's action is legally adequate. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Laguna Beach submitted Major Local Coastal Program (LCP) Amendment Request No. 
3-11 (LGB-MAJ-3-11) for Commission certification pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 11.093 
which includes Ordinance No. 1555.  Laguna Beach LCPA 3-11 amended the Implementation Plan 
(IP) portion of the City’s certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) by making changes to Title 25 
Zoning to alter the required content of public hearing notices and to standardize noticing procedures.  
Laguna Beach LCPA 3-11 made changes to the certified Implementation Plan only.  
 
On January 11, 2013, the Coastal Commission approved with suggested modifications proposed 
Implementation Plan Amendment No. 3-11.The main issue raised by the amendment was that it was 
unclear that Sections 25.07.014 and 25.07.026 in the Coastal Development Permits Chapter of the 
Municipal Code (which is not altered by Laguna Beach Amendment 3-11) takes precedence for the 
requirements for noticing of Coastal Development Permits and Local Coastal Program 
Amendments, and not Section 25.05.065, which states the noticing procedures for most of the 
discretionary permits and public hearings heard by the City (and which is altered by the 
amendment).  The suggested modifications clarified that the noticing provisions in Section 
25.07.025 (CDP ordinance) take precedence when a coastal development permit or LCP 
amendment is involved. 
 
On April 23, 2013 the Laguna Beach City Council adopted Resolution No. 13.015 acknowledging 
receipt of the Coastal Commission action and accepting and agreeing to the suggested modifications.  
Also on April 23, 2013, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1577 approving revisions to the 
Implementation Plan by incorporating the Commission’s suggested modifications.  
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, the Executive Director must 
determine whether the City's action is legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  
In this case, the Executive Director has determined that the City's action is legally adequate.  Unless the 
Commission objects to the Executive Director's determination, the certification of Laguna Beach LCP 
Amendment No. 3-11 shall become effective upon the filing of the required Notice of Certification with 
the Secretary of Resources as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission CONCUR with the Executive Director’s determination as set 
forth in the attached letter (to be sent after Commission endorsement). 
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John Montgomery 
Director of Community Development 
505 Forest Ave 
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 
 
Re: Effective Certification 
 City of Laguna Beach Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 3-11 (LGB-MAJ-3-11) 

(Notification Procedures) 
 
Dear Mr. Montgomery: 
 
We are pleased to notify you that on August XX, 2013, the Commission concurred with the Executive 
Director’s determination that the action of the City of Laguna Beach accepting certification of Local 
Coastal Program (LCP) Amendment No. 3-11 (LGB-MAJ-3-11) with suggested modifications was 
legally adequate.  Therefore, the LCP amendment will be fully effective upon filing of the notice of 
the Commission’s certification with the Secretary of the Resources Agency as provided by Public 
Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
City of Laguna Beach LCP Amendment 3-11 was submitted for Commission certification pursuant to 
City Council Resolution No. 11.093.  Laguna Beach LCPA 3-11 reflects the changes to the 
Implementation Plan reflected in Ordinance No. 1555, as modified by the approved suggested 
modifications.  
 
On January 11, 2013, the Commission approved LCP Amendment No. 3-11 with suggested 
modifications.  On April 23, 2013, the Laguna Beach City Council adopted Resolution No. 13.015 
acknowledging receipt of the Coastal Commission action and accepting and agreeing to the suggested 
modifications.  On April 23, 2013, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1577 amending the Local 
Coastal Program Implementation Plan by incorporating the modifications suggested by the 
Commission.   On August XX, 2013, the Commission concurred with the Executive Director’s 
determination that the City Council's acceptance of the Commission’s suggested modification was 
legally adequate. 
 
On behalf of the Coastal Commission, I would like to congratulate the City on the completion of LCP 
Amendment 3-11.  If you have any questions, please contact John Del Arroz at our Long Beach office 
at (562) 590-5071. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Teresa Henry 
District Manager 
 
 
cc:  Ann Larson, Planning Manager 
 
 
 

 August XX, 2013 
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