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 December 19, 2013  
 
 
TO:             Commissioners and Interested Persons 
     
FROM: Staff 
     
SUBJECT:      Time Extension for the North Coast Corridor Public Works 

Plan/Transportation and Resource Enhancement Program  
PWP-6-NCC-13-0203-1 (NCC PWP/TREP) for the Commission Meeting 
of January 8-10, 2014 

 
 
On November 15, 2013, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the 
San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) submitted their proposed NCC 
PWP/TREP to the Commission’s San Diego District Office.  On November 22, 2013, the 
Executive Director determined that the submittal was in proper order and legally 
adequate to comply with the submittal requirements of the Coastal Act and Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations (14 CCR).  Therefore, the NCC PWP/TREP has been 
filed pursuant to Section 30605 of the Coastal Act and the requirements of 14 CCR 
Section 13354.   

The NCC PWP/TREP encompasses a 40 year program of rail, highway, transit, bicycle, 
pedestrian and coastal resource improvements that span 27 miles of the North San Diego 
County coastal zone from La Jolla north to Oceanside.  The proposed NCC PWP/TREP 
project area spans the jurisdictions of four cities that have certified Local Coastal Programs 
(LCPs), including San Diego, Encinitas, Carlsbad and Oceanside.  All involved parties 
(Caltrans, SANDAG, the aforementioned cities and Coastal staff) agree that the Commission 
can only approve the proposal if these LCPs are first amended.  

Pursuant to 14 CCR Section 13356(c), the Executive Director must set the public works 
plan for public hearing within 60 days of filing.  Based on these time limits, the proposed 
NCC PWP/TREP must be scheduled for a public hearing before the Commission at its 
January 8-10, 2014 meeting.  However, Section 30605 of the Coastal Act states that a 
public works plan shall be submitted to, and processed by, the Commission in the same 
manner as prescribed for a local coastal program.  Coastal Act Section 30517 and CCR 
Section 13535(c) state that the Commission may extend for good cause any applicable time 
limits for a period not to exceed one year.  

In this case, the parties agree that the proposed plan cannot be approved until multiple 
LCPs are amended, and there are ongoing LCP amendment reviews that are being 
conducted by the affected corridor cities.  A time extension is also necessary to allow staff 
to conduct further analysis of the conformance of the proposed NCC PWP/TREP with the 
provisions of the Coastal Act and the certified LCPs located within the plan area.  
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Furthermore, given the extensive scope and phasing of the proposed NCC PWP/TREP, 
both the applicants and the local cities have indicated their preference to allow for 
additional time in order to allow all interested parties to coordinate with Commission staff 
in order to narrow differences and work toward, to the extent possible, a mutually 
acceptable plan.   

Thus, Commission staff is recommending that the Commission extend the time limit for 
review of the NCC PWP/TREP.  Staff is preliminarily planning to schedule the NCC 
PWP/TREP for the June 2014 Commission hearing, in southern California.  However, such 
a schedule is dependent upon several workload factors.  Thus, although staff believes this 
matter will be brought to a hearing in the near-term, staff recommends that the Commission 
extend the deadline for a full year as provided by the Coastal Act to allow for uncertainty in 
the review process and flexibility for coordination with Caltrans and SANDAG on 
potential modifications, establishing hearing schedules, and managing competing priorities. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission extend the deadline for Commission action for 
one year. 

MOTION: I move that the Commission extend the 60-day time limit to act on 
the NCC PWP/TREP for a period of one year. 

Staff recommends a YES vote.  An affirmative vote of a majority of the Commissioners 
present is needed to pass the motion. 

 

 




