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           Th8a 
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  Charles Posner, Coastal Program Supervisor 
  Meg Vaughn, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
RE:  Minor Amendment Request No. LCP-5-LGB-14-0823-4 to the City of Laguna Beach 

Local Coastal Program, for Commission Action at its October 9, 2014 meeting in 
Newport Beach. 

  
Local Coastal Program Amendment No. LCP-5-LGB-14-0823-4 

(Minor) 
 
The City of Laguna Beach is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the City of Laguna 
Beach Local Coastal Program (LCP) Implementation Plan (IP).  The amendment proposes to add noticing 
requirements and appeal provisions to Chapter 25.17 (Second Residential Units).  The changes proposed to 
Chapter 25.17 (Second Residential Units) are reflected in City Council Ordinance No. 1590, and were 
submitted pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 14-036. 
 
The LCP amendment would modify Chapter 25.17 (Second Residential Units) by adding provisions 
regarding public noticing and the appeals procedure as applicable to the City’s administrative review of 
second residential units on lots developed with a single-family residence.  Chapter 25.17 applies only to 
single family residential zones.  The proposed IP amendment would add subsections 25.040 and 25.050 in 
order to clarify the public noticing process and the applicable appeals procedure for administrative actions by 
the City on second units.  These two new subsections would not affect the coastal development permit 
process as applicable to any second residential unit review.  Existing certified IP subsection 25.17.040 (to be 
re-numbered as 25.17.060) provides that all requirements of Chapter 25.07 (Coastal Development Permits) 
apply.  No other changes to the certified LCP are proposed. 
 
Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. LCP-5-LGB-14-0823-4 does not propose any rezoning or 
land use changes. The Laguna Beach Planning Commission held public hearings for the LCP amendment on 
February 12, 2013,  March 26, 2014,  and April 23, 2014.  The Laguna Beach City Council held public 
hearings for the LCP amendment on June 3, 2014 and on June 17, 2014. The City Council adopted 
Resolution No. 14.036 and Ordinance No. 1590 on June 17, 2014 and submitted the LCP Amendment 
Request it to the Commission’s South Coast District office for certification on July 17, 2014.  Upon receipt 
of requested additional materials, the amendment request was deemed complete on August 6, 2014. 
 
ANAYLSIS 
 
The Executive Director has determined that the City of Laguna Beach LCP Amendment No. LCP-5-LGB- 
14-0823-4 is a minor LCP amendment. The LCP amendment has been determined to be a “minor” LCP 
amendment because the proposed changes would make the zoning ordinances and the certified IP more 
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specific and would not change the kind, location, intensity or density of any uses. The proposed changes to 
the certified LCP are attached in Exhibit #1.  The proposed changes will clarify the City’s public notice and 
appeals procedures for administrative approvals of second residential units pursuant to Chapter 25.17 of the 
certified IP. 
 
Procedures 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations, 
the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is “minor” in nature. Section 
13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP amendment as changes in wording 
which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing 
actions more specific and which do not change the kind, location, intensity or density of use and are 
consistent with the certified LUP.  
 
The proposed LCP amendment will become effective after reporting to the Commission any written 
objections received within ten working days of the mailing of notice unless one-third of the appointed 
members of the Commission request that the LCP amendment be processed and heard as a “major” LCP 
amendment pursuant to Section 13555 of the California Code of Regulations.  
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