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Prepared January 17, 2014 (for February 13, 2014 Hearing) 

To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Madeline Cavalieri, District Manager 
Katie Butler, Coastal Planner 

Subject: Monterey County LCP Amendment Number LCP-3-MCO-13-0226-1 Part B (Cottage 
Food Operations)  

Proposed Amendment 
Monterey County is proposing to amend its LCP to incorporate cottage food operation provisions to 
conform to changes in State law. The proposed changes would amend the home occupation regulations 
to include cottage food operations as a type of home occupation, which is currently an allowed use in 
residential areas. The proposed changes affect Sections 20.06 (Definitions) and 20.64.090 (Home 
Occupations).  See Exhibit A for the proposed changes. 

Minor LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13555, the Executive Director may determine 
that a proposed LCP amendment is “minor.” CCR Section 13554 defines minor LCP amendments. 
Among other things, minor LCP amendments include: 

CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning 
ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not 
change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found by the Executive 
Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the land use plan as 
certified by the Commission. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be reported to 
the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be processed 
as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if one-third of 
the appointed members of the Commission do not object to the minor LCP amendment determination, 
then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the LCP immediately (in this 
case, on February 13, 2014). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s determination 
that the proposed LCP amendment is minor.  

The California State Legislature adopted Assembly Bill 1616 (AB 1616), the California Homemade 
Food Act, in 2012, and it became effective on January 1, 2013.  This bill exempts home-based food 
businesses known as “cottage food operations” from many of the regulations that apply to traditional 
commercial food production and it required that cities and counties allow persons to prepare and 
package certain types of non-perishable foods from their home and allow the sale of such foods from 
their home and/or from other locations (i.e. farmer’s markets). The proposed amendment responds to 
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AB 1616 and classifies cottage food operations as a home occupation, which is a permitted use in 
residential areas. The proposed amendment maintains existing home occupation regulations except to 
add cottage food operations as a type of home occupation. The cottage food operations would be 
conducted within existing dwelling units as an accessory use and operated primarily by the homes’ 
residents, and therefore is not expected to result in effects on parking, traffic, noise, or other coastal 
resources. Thus, the proposed amendment is consistent with the certified LCP and Coastal Act.         

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
The Coastal Commission’s review and development process for LCPs and LCP amendments has been 
certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the functional equivalent of the environmental review 
required by CEQA. The County found that the proposed ordinance was categorically exempt under 
CEQA per CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 (Existing Facilities) and 15305 (Minor Alterations in Land 
Use Limitations) because the ordinance establishes a cottage food operation as a type of home 
occupation to be conducted within existing dwelling units as an accessory use of already-existing 
residences. This report has discussed the relevant coastal resource issues with the proposal, and has 
concluded that the proposed LCP amendment is not expected to result in any significant adverse impact 
on the environment. Thus, it is unnecessary for the Commission to suggest modifications to the 
proposed amendment to address adverse environmental impacts because the proposed amendment, as 
submitted, will not result in any significant environmental effects for which feasible mitigation measures 
would be required. 

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any comments 
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its February 13, 2014 meeting in Pismo Beach. If you have 
any questions or need additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the method under 
which it is being processed, please contact Katie Butler at the Central Coast District Office in Santa 
Cruz. If you wish to comment on and/or object to the proposed minor LCP amendment determination, 
please do so by February 7, 2014. 

Procedural Note - LCP Amendment Action Deadline 
This proposed LCP amendment was filed as complete on December 31, 2013. The amendment modifies 
only the LCP IP and the 60-day action deadline is March 1, 2014. Thus, unless the Commission votes to 
extend the action deadline (it may be extended by up to one year), the Commission has until March 1, 
2014 to take a final action on this LCP amendment. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Proposed IP Amendment 
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