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DATE: January 24, 2014 
 
TO:  Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons  
 
FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director  
  Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager  

 Melissa B. Kraemer, Coastal Planner  
 

SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of Del 
Norte County accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP Amendment No. 
LCP-1-DNC-13-0210-1 is legally adequate. 

 
For the Commission meeting of February 12, 2014 in Pismo Beach 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Commission acted on Del Norte County LCP Amendment (LCPA) No. LCP-1-DNC-13-
0210-1 on December 11, 2013. As submitted, the subject LCPA would amend the County’s 
certified Land Use Plan (LUP) policy prohibiting the extension of urban services (water and sewer) 
beyond the urban-rural boundary to add a sixth exception to the policy to allow for water and 
sewer infrastructure to extend outside the urban-services boundary along Pebble Beach Drive to 
serve the Del Norte County Regional Airport located inside the urban services boundary. The 
LCPA would allow for the extension of public utilities infrastructure beyond the urban services 
boundary, but solely to support the airport located inside the urban services boundary, with no 
lateral connections granted to any adjacent lands.   
 
The Commission rejected the LCPA as submitted but certified it if modified with one suggested 
modification. The suggested modification would ensure that the proposed sewer and water line 
extensions would be developed in a manner that avoids encroachment into environmentally 
sensitive habitat areas. A recent rare plant survey of the service line extension located populations 
of four different rare plant species along the length of proposed extension lines adjacent to Pebble 
Beach Drive. One means of avoiding encroachment into the ESHA would be to install the utility 
lines underneath the rare plant habitat using horizontal directional drilling as has been proposed 
by the Border Coast Regional Airport Authority. The Commission found that the suggested 
modification would ensure consistency with Section 30240 of the Coastal Act by prohibiting the 
use of ESHA for the utility line extensions, a non-resource-dependent use prohibited under 
Section 30240, and protecting the ESHA against significant disruption of habitat values. 
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EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION 
On January 14, 2014, the Del Norte County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and 
adopted Resolution No. 2014-004 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of 
certification, accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreeing to 
issue permits in conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving the necessary 
changes to the County’s Local Coastal Program (see Attachment 2).  
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to 
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that Del Norte County’s actions are 
legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission. Unless the Commission 
objects to the determination, the certification of Del Norte County LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-
DNC-13-0210-1 shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCPA 
with the Secretary of Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 2180.5(2)(V). 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director 
that the actions of the County of Del Norte to accept the Commission’s certification of Del Norte 
County LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-DNC-13-0210-1 to adopt the necessary changes to the 
County’s Local Coastal Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Attachment 
1 (to be sent after Commission concurrence). 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter 
2. Board Resolution No. 2014-004 
 










