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TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
  Sherilyn Sarb, Deputy Director 
  Karl Schwing, Coastal Program Manager 
  Meg Vaughn, Staff Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action of the City of 

Laguna Beach accepting certification with suggested modifications of Major LCP 
Amendment No. 1-12 (Artist Work Live & Second Residential Units) is legally adequate.  
For Commission review at its March 12, 2014 meeting in Long Beach. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that the 
City's action is legally adequate. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Laguna Beach submitted Major Local Coastal Program (LCP) Amendment Request 
No. 1-12 for Commission certification pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 12.051 (Artist Live 
Work, Ordinance No. 1567) and City Council Resolution No. 12.062 (Second Residential Units, 
Ordinance No. 1570).  No changes to the Land Use Plan (LUP) portion of the certified LCP were 
included in LCPA 1-12. 
 
Changes to Chapter 25.16 Artists Live/Work (Ordinance No. 1567) include: a shift to place greater 
emphasis on the work aspect over the residential aspect; establishing an Artist Occupancy Permit 
and related procedure including creation of an Artist Review Panel intended to assure that the units 
will be occupied by working artists; adding and modifying definitions; modifying development 
standards to, among other things, assure that the Artist Work Live units are compatible with the 
underlying zone in which they occur; adding the M-1B Light Industrial zone to the zones in which 
these units are allowed; increasing the amount of area that may be dedicated to retail use from 10% 
to 15% of the gross floor area of the unit; and, adding a new enforcement section.  New language 
regarding density bonus and a reduction in the amount of required parking is also a part of the 
amendment. 
 
Changes to Chapter 25.17 Second Residential Units (Ordinance No. 1570) include: elimination of 
the design review requirement for second units; newly allowing detached second units on 6,000 
square foot lots and a sliding range for the allowable square footage of the second unit based on the 
lot size; establishing a minimum size for second units of 275 square feet; limiting the maximum 
height to a single story and 12 feet; and eliminating the requirement that the owner occupy one of 
the units.  Reductions in the amount of parking required, an affordable housing incentive that 
eliminates the parking requirement for second units, and a new prohibition on use of the second 
unit for short-term lodging were also part of the amendment. 
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Issues raised by the amendment included whether the granting of a density bonus would only be 
allowed when the increase in density can be feasibly accommodated on the site in a manner that, 
other than the increased density, is in conformity with the certified local coastal program.  To 
address this issue, the Commission adopted suggested modifications to bring the proposed 
Implementation Plan amendment into conformity with the policies of the certified Land Use Plan at 
its hearing on November 15, 2013.  Local Coastal Program Amendment 1-12 affects only the 
Implementation Plan portion of the certified LCP.   
 
On January 21, 2014, the Laguna Beach City Council approved Ordinance No. 1585 which incorporated 
the Commission’s suggested modifications to LCPA 1-12 into the Chapters 25.16 and 25.17 of Title 25 
Zoning of the City’s certified Implementation Plan.  Also on January 21, 2014 the Laguna Beach City 
Council adopted Resolution No. 14-008 acknowledging receipt of the Coastal Commission action and 
accepting and agreeing to the suggested modifications.  The City has submitted City Council Resolution 
No. 14-008 and Ordinance No. 1585 to the Executive Director for a determination that they are 
consistent with the Commission’s action on November 15, 2013 approving the amendment with 
suggested modifications. 
 
As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, the Executive Director must 
determine whether the City's action is legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission.  
In this case, the Executive Director has determined that the City's action is legally adequate.  Unless the 
Commission objects to the Executive Director's determination, the certification of Laguna Beach LCP 
Amendment No. 1-12 shall become effective upon the filing of the required Notice of Certification with 
the Secretary of Resources as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission CONCUR with the Executive Director’s determination as set 
forth in the letter attached as Exhibit 3 (to be sent after Commission endorsement). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LGB LCPA 1-12 AWL.2ndUnits edckoff 3.14 mv 

 
 
 
 






























	STAFF RECOMMENDATION
	BACKGROUND

