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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES, AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION REPORT 
FOR THE 

JULY 10, 2014 MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources & Federal Consistency 

 
 

IMMATERIAL AMENDMENT 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

E-08-020-A1 
West Basin Water District 

Request for a 143-day extension on the 
desalination test facility’s operating schedule at 
the SeaLab in Redondo Beach. 

Redondo Beach 
Los Angeles County 

 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS 

APPLICANT PROJECT LOCATION 

ND-0006-14 
U.S. Marine Corps 

Marine Corps Tactical Systems Support Activity 
(MCTSSA) Cantonment Area Expansion 
Action: Concur, 5/12/2014 

Camp Pendleton Marine 
Corps Base, San Diego Co. 
 

ND-0014-14 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Maintenance Dredging 
Action: Concur, 6/6/2014 

Los Angeles River Estuary 
Long Beach, Los Angeles Co. 
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ND-0015-14 
National Park Service/Point 
Reyes National Seashore 

Phase II Invasive Plant Removal 
Action: Concur, 6/12/2014 

B Ranch, Point Reyes National 
Seashore, Marin County  

ND-0016-14 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Maintenance Dredging 
Action: Concur, 6/12/2014 

Port of Los Angeles Federal 
Channels, Los Angeles  

ND-0017-14 
Bureau of Land Management 

Public Access Improvements 
Action: Concur, 6/19/2014 

Point Arena 
Mendocino County 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT AMENDMENT 
 

E-08-020-A1 
 
 
 
TO:  All Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
 
DATE: June 27, 2014  
 
SUBJECT:  Application to amend coastal development permit No. E-08-020 granted to the 

West Basin Water District for construction and operation of a desalination test 
facility at the SeaLab, in Redondo Beach, Los Angeles County. 

 
The Executive Director has determined that the requested project change described herein may 
be approved as an immaterial amendment to the above-referenced coastal development permit 
(CDP).  The amendment would allow the Water District to continue operations at the test facility 
for an additional 143 days.  No other new development is proposed. 
 
Background and Project Description: On April 9, 2009, the Commission approved CDP No. 
E-08-020 allowing the West Basin Water District to construct and operate a test desalination 
facility at the SeaLab, a marine life education center in Redondo Beach.  The facility used 
existing intake structures that had formerly been used by the Redondo Beach power plant.  The 
Water District conducted various tests to determine the feasibility and effectiveness of different 
intake designs and materials, evaluated several pretreatment methods, and provided public 
education opportunities.  Special Condition 2 of the approved CDP allowed the Water District to 
operate the facility for up to 42 months, based on West Basin’s expected testing schedule, and 
requires West Basin to request a permit amendment for any extension of that operating period.  
That 42-month operating period is scheduled to end in August 2014. 
 
Requested Amendment: West Basin has requested a 143-day extension on the facility’s 
operating schedule.  This will allow it to complete several tests they expect to complete by the 
end of 2014.  The Water District is not proposing any changes or new development other than 
these continued operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notice of Proposed Immaterial Amendment E-08-020-A1 
 West Basin Water District – Test Desalination Facility 

June 27, 2014 – Page 2 of 2 
 

Findings 
 
The proposed amendment has been deemed “immaterial” for the following reasons:  
 
• Water Quality and Marine Biological Resources: The existing permit allowed West Basin 

to draw in up to 580,000 gallons of seawater per day.  In its approval of the existing permit, 
the Commission determined that the facility was likely to cause relatively few entrainment or 
impingement effects, as much of the intake water would bypass the filters and membranes 
that cause most of the mortality associated with these effects.  In anticipating its development 
of a full-scale facility, West Basin is also conducting the standard one-year entrainment study 
normally required to identify the type and scope of entrainment.  Additionally, the tests to be 
conducted during the proposed extension will require less than the maximum intake volumes 
allowed through the existing permit.  

 
• Public Access and Recreation: The test would involve minor or de minimus effects on 

public access due to personnel conducting test and sampling activities; however, these effects 
would be well within the level of those approved by the Commission in its initial permit 
approval. 

 
Immaterial Permit Amendment 
 
Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations—Title 14, Division 5.5, Volume 19, section 
13166(b)—the Executive Director has determined this amendment to be IMMATERIAL. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial amendment 
is received at the Commission office within ten (10) working days of mailing said notice, the 
determination of immateriality shall be conclusive and the amendment shall be approved. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment shall not be effective until the 
amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  If any three (3) Commissioners object to the executive director’s designation of 
immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to the Commission for action as set 
forth in section 13166(c).  Otherwise, the immaterial amendment shall become effective. 
 
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial amendment 
is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive director determines 
that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal Act or a certified local 
coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment application shall be referred to the  
Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c). 
 
If you wish to register an objection to this notice, please send the objection in writing to Tom 
Luster at the above address.  If you have any questions, you may contact him at (415) 904-5248 
or via email at tluster@coastal.ca.gov. 
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DATE: July 7, 2014 
 
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Charles Lester, Executive Director 
 Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director  
 Mark Delaplaine, Manager, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal  
 Consistency Division 
 
RE: Negative Determinations Issued by the Executive Director  
 [Executive Director decision letters are attached] 
 
 

 

PROJECT #: ND-0006-14 
APPLICANT: U.S. Marine Corps 
LOCATION: Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base, San Diego Co.  
PROJECT: Marine Corps Tactical Systems Support Activity 

(MCTSSA) Cantonment Area Expansion 
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 5/12/2014  
 
PROJECT #: ND-0014-14 
APPLICANT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
LOCATION: Los Angeles River Estuary, Long Beach, Los Angeles Co.  
PROJECT: Maintenance dredging  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/6/2014  
 
PROJECT #: ND-0015-14 
APPLICANT: National Park Service/ Point Reyes National Seashore  
LOCATION: B Ranch, Point Reyes National Seashore, Marin Co.  
PROJECT: Phase II invasive plant removal  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/12/2014  
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PROJECT #: ND-0016-14 
APPLICANT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
LOCATION: Port of Los Angeles Federal Channels, Los Angeles  
PROJECT: Maintenance dredging  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/12/2014  
 
PROJECT #: ND-0017-14 
APPLICANT: Bureau of Land Management  
LOCATION: Point Arena, Mendocino Co.  
PROJECT: Public Access Improvements  
ACTION: Concur 
ACTION DATE: 6/19/2014  
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