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Proposed Amendment

Monterey County proposes to modify the Local Coastal Program’s (LCP) Implementation Plan
(IP) by adding a new Section 19.010.085 to Title 19 (Coastal Subdivision Ordinance) and a new
Chapter 20.83 to the Coastal Implementation Plan, Part 1 (Title 20 — Coastal Zoning) that would
establish regulations for notification and hearing procedures to address inactive discretionary
land use permit applications. The proposed amendment allows the County to notify applicants
after six months of inactivity and provide options for application withdrawal or continued
processing if completed within a specific timeframe. See Exhibit 1 for the proposed amendment
text.

Minor LCP Amendment Determination

Pursuant to California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13555, the Executive Director may
determine that a proposed LCP amendment is “minor.” CCR Section 13554 defines minor LCP
amendments. Among other things, minor LCP amendments include:

CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the
zoning ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and
which do not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found
by the Executive Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the
land use plan as certified by the Commission.

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be
reported to the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request
that it be processed as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future
public hearing; if one-third of the appointed members of the Commission do not object to the
minor LCP amendment determination, then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes
a certified part of the LCP immediately (in this case, on January 7, 2015).

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s
determination that the proposed LCP amendment is minor.

As of July 1, 2013, the Monterey County Resource Management Agency — Planning Department
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had 2,925 applications for discretionary entitlements for land use projects in both coastal and
inland areas which had no activity for at least six consecutive months. The County found that
indefinite retention of such inactive applications creates several problems, including: diversion of
resources away from processing active applications; technical reports and information becoming
outdated prior to application hearing; inefficiencies in processing the application; and excess
costs not covered by the application fee. The proposed amendment would establish consistent
and fair procedures to enable the County to make a final disposition of inactive applications
while providing notification and opportunity to applicants to take the necessary steps to keep
their applications active if they so choose. Specifically, under the proposed amendment, the
County would notify the applicant after six months of inactivity and provide the following
options: 1) withdraw the application, 2) keep the application active by submitting outstanding
information or requesting additional time to submit such information, or 3) if applicable, provide
evidence of change of ownership, pay new application fees, and provide outstanding
information. If an applicant fails to respond, request additional time, or provide outstanding
information within the time requested, the County will deem the application inactive and provide
notice of such. In this notice, the County will inform the applicant that their application will be
set for a denial hearing unless they withdraw or submit outstanding information within 180 days.
The proposal creates efficiencies for the County in discretionary permit processing, and thus
LCP implementation, and does not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use of land
and is consistent with the certified LCP and the Coastal Act.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

The Coastal Commission’s review and development process for LCPs and LCP amendments has
been certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the functional equivalent of the
environmental review required by CEQA. The County has determined that the ordinance is not a
project under CEQA, pursuant to Section 15060(c)(3) and 15378(b)(5) of the Public Resources
Code because the ordinance is an organizational or administrative activity of government that
will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. This report has discussed
the relevant coastal resource issues with the proposal, and has concluded that the proposed LCP
amendment is not expected to result in any significant adverse impact on the environment. Thus,
it is unnecessary for the Commission to suggest modifications to the proposed amendment to
address adverse environmental impacts because the proposed amendment, as submitted, will not
result in any significant environmental effects for which feasible mitigation measures would be
required.

Coastal Commission Concurrence

The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any comments
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its January 7, 2015 meeting in Santa Monica. If you
have any questions or need additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the
method under which it is being processed, please contact Katie Butler at the Central Coast
District Office in Santa Cruz.

Exhibit:
Exhibit 1: Proposed Amendment Text







































