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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                                                                                       EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., GOVERNOR  

 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
South Coast Area Office 
200 Oceangate, Suite 1000 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
(562) 590-5071 

 
 
 

 

DATE: July 24, 2015 

 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 

FROM: Steve Hudson, Deputy Director, South Coast District 
 Teresa Henry, South Coast District Manager 
 Charles Posner, LCP Supervisor 
 Zach Rehm, Coastal Program Analyst 
 

RE: Minor Amendment Request No. 1-15 (LCP-5-LOB-15-0021-1) to the City of Long Beach LCP, 
for Commission Action at its August 12, 2015 meeting in Chula Vista. 

 

Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 1-15 (Minor) 
 
The City of Long Beach is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the implementing 
ordinances portion of the Long Beach certified Local Coastal Program (LCP). The LCP amendment will 
amend the definitions of “family” and “single room occupancy” and add new definitions for “supportive 
housing,” “target population,” and “transitional housing” to the City’s zoning code, which is its 
implementing ordinance. 
 
Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. 1-15, submitted with City Council Resolution No. 
RES-15-0069, and contained in City Council Ordinance No. ORD-15-0015, affects only the 
implementing ordinances portion of the certified LCP and does not propose any rezoning or land use 
changes. The Long Beach Planning Commission held a public hearing for the zoning code changes on 
April 2, 2015. The Long Beach City Council held a public hearing for the zoning code changes and the 
LCP amendment on June 9, 2015 and passed City Council Resolution No. RES-15-0069 authorizing 
City staff to submit the LCP amendment to the Coastal Commission. After laying over the zoning code 
ordinance to the next regular meeting of the City Council for final reading, as is City procedure, the City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. ORD-15-0015 on June 16, 2015. 
 
Analysis 
 
The Executive Director has determined that City of Long Beach LCP Amendment No. 1-15 is a minor 
LCP amendment. The LCP amendment has been determined to be a “minor” LCP amendment because 
the proposed amended and new definitions to the City’s zoning code are consistent with the certified 
Land Use Plan (LUP), would make the City’s development regulations more specific, and would not 
change the kind, location, intensity or density of any uses. The amended and new definitions are based 
on a directive from the California Department of Housing and Community Development and will enable 
the City to comply with State law. The proposed changes to the implementing ordinances are attached as 
Exhibit 2 (Ordinance No. ORD-15-0015). 
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Procedures 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the California Code of 
Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is "minor" in 
nature. Section 13554(a) of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP amendment as 
changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, zoning district maps or 
other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the kind, location, intensity, or 
density of use and are consistent with the certified LUP. 
 
The proposed LCP amendment will become effective after report to the Commission of any written 
objections received within ten working days of the mailing of notice unless one-third of the appointed 
members of the Commission request that the LCP amendment be processed and heard as a "major" LCP 
amendment pursuant to Section 13555 of the California Code of Regulations.  
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