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MEMORANDUM Date: January 11, 2016 

TO: Commissioners and Interested Parties 

FROM: Alison Dettmer, Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division 
Deputy Director 

SUBJECT: Deputy Director’s Report 

Following is a listing for the waivers, emergency permits, immaterial amendments, extensions and 
Negative Determinations issued by the Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division for the 
January 2016 Coastal Commission hearing. Copies of the applicable items are attached for your review. 
Each item includes a listing of the applicants involved, a description of the proposed development, and a 
project location. 

Pursuant to the Commission’s direction and adopted procedures, appropriate notice materials were sent to 
all applicants for posting at the project site. Additionally, these items have been posted at the District office 
and are available for public review and comment. 
 

This report may also contain additional correspondence and/or any additional staff memorandum 
concerning the items to be heard on today’s agenda for the Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal 
Consistency Division  



 

ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT CONTINUED 

The Executive Director has determined that the following developments do not require a coastal development 
permit pursuant to Section 30624.7 of the California Coastal Act of 1976. 

Applicant Project Description Project Location 

REPORT OF DE MINIMIS WAIVERS 

9-15-2077-W Extend the term of the Temporary Fire 
Protection Seawater Pump Project installed 
under CDP 9-14-1642-W at the University of 
Southern California (USC) Wrigley Institute 
for Environmental Studies, by approximately 
six months, to June 30, 2016. 

Southern California 
Edison Company, Attn: 
Wendy Miller 

1 Big Fisherman Cove, Avalon, Ca 
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ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT CONTINUED 

Applicant Project Description Project Location 

NEGATIVE DETERMINATIONS AND NO EFFECT LETTERS 

Administrative Items for Federal Consistency Matters 

ND-0034-15 Five-year authorization for continued OHV 
use and management at Eureka Dunes Riding 
Area on the north spit of Humboldt Bay 

Bureau of Land 
Management 

Eureka Dunes Riding Area, North Spit Of 
Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County  
(APN(s): 40115103) 

12/15/2015 Action: Concur, 

ND-0039-15 Implementation of compensatory wetland 
restoration by installing two culverts to 
connect an existing wetland with an existing 
tidally-influenced drainage channel at Naval 
Base Ventura County - Point Mugu. 

Department of the Navy 
Naval Base Ventura County - Point Mugu  
(APN(s): 2390030010) 

1/4/2016 Action: Concur, 

NE-0010-15 ExxonMobil Corporation OCS Lease 
Extension Santa Ynez Unit, request to BSEE 
for one additional year to resume operations 
due to Plains AllAmerican Oil Spill 

Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental 
Enforcement 

Santa Ynez Unit, Ocs Waters Offshore 
Santa Barbara County 

12/10/2015 Action: Concur, 

NE-0011-15 Undertake 24 geotechnical borings in the 
railroad right-of-way between MP 234.2 and 
235.2, at upland, wetland, and lagoon 
locations, in support of the Batiquitos Lagoon 
Double Track Project, City of Carlsbad, San 
Diego County. 

SANDAG, Attn: Rob 
Rundle 

Batiquitos Lagoon, City Of Carlsbad, San 
Diego County  (APN(s): 2161400200) 

1/4/2016 Action: Concur, 
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December 15, 2015 

 
 
 

Coastal Development Permit De Minimis Waiver 
Coastal Act Section 30624.7 

 
Based on the project plans and information provided in your permit application for the development 
described below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirement 
for a Coastal Development Permit pursuant to Section 13238.1, Title 14, California Code of 
Regulations.  If, at a later date, this information is found to be incorrect or the plans revised, this 
decision will become invalid; and, any development occurring must cease until a coastal 
development permit is obtained or any discrepancy is resolved in writing. 
 
Waiver: 9-15-2077-W     
 
Applicant:   Southern California Edison Company 
 
Location:   1 Big Fisherman Cove, Avalon, CA 90704  
 
Proposed Development:  Extend the term of the Temporary Fire Protection Seawater Pump Project, 
located at the University of Southern California (USC) Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies, 
by approximately six months, to June 30, 2016. 
 
Southern California Edison (SCE) proposes to extend the period of emplacement of two temporary 
seawater pumps installed on a boat ramp at the USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies 
(Wrigley Institute), near Two Harbors, Santa Catalina Island, Los Angeles County.  The pumps were 
originally installed in October of 2014 under Coastal Development Permit (CDP) waiver No. 9-14-
1642-W, with a project term of six months.  The purpose of the pumps is to provide temporary 
emergency fire suppression capabilities to the Wrigley Institute campus while SCE’s existing fire 
suppression system is off-line for maintenance and repairs.  The existing system depends on fresh 
water from SCE’s “Million Gallon Tank” (MGT), located on a hillside above the campus, which has 
been unavailable due to the repair work for the past year and a half. Under SCE’s original proposal, 
repairs to the MGT were to have been completed by March 2015, and the temporary seawater pumps 
were to have been removed by April 20, 2015.  However, due to delays in acquiring permits from 
other local, state and federal agencies, the repairs were not completed by that date.  In April 2015, 
SCE applied to the Commission for a time extension for the temporary seawater pumps, which was 
approved on May 14, 2015 as CDP waiver No. 9-15-0436-W.   
 
At present, the repairs to the MGT have been completed, but due to the drought conditions on 
Catalina Island, the refilling of the tank has proceeded more slowly than anticipated, and will not be 
completed until June 2016.  SCE is thus seeking authorization to retain the seawater pumps for an 
additional six months. 

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/
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9-15-2077-W 
 

 
Pursuant to the original CDP waiver, a portable saltwater pump (2,800 gallons per minute capacity) 
was placed at the top of the Wrigley Institute’s existing concrete boat ramp. A second, auxiliary 
pump was placed nearby to provide back-up in the event of primary pump failure.  The primary 
seawater pump is connected to a 12-inch diameter stainless steel intake pipe extending 
approximately 175 feet down the boat ramp into Big Fisherman’s Cove, the embayment adjacent to 
the campus, which is a part of the Blue Cavern State Marine Conservation Area.  The pipe is held in 
place by several concrete support blocks, and terminates with an intake strainer positioned 
approximately three feet below the mean low tide elevation.  The entire structure is located on the 
concrete boat ramp and does not extend onto natural seafloor.  An 8-inch diameter outlet pipe 
connects the saltwater pump to existing fire department connections serving the campus.   
 
This temporary saltwater system is intended as a secondary back-up to be used in the event of a 
catastrophic fire at the campus.  As an initial line of defense against a fire, SCE has its disposal 
approximately 100,000 gallons of fresh water, stored in multiple small temporary tanks connected to 
the existing water lines.  If and when the 100,000 gallon fresh water supply is exhausted, the 
seawater pump would be used to continue to supply water for fire suppression.  The pump would be 
used only for emergency fire suppression.  The seawater pumps and all associated piping will be 
dismantled and removed once the MGT is back in service. 
 
SCE proposes to keep the temporary fire suppression system (seawater pumps, intake pipes and 
outlet pipes) in place until June 30, 2016, at which point it would be removed.  If it becomes 
necessary to retain the system beyond this date, SCE will seek new authorization from the 
Commission. SCE will notify Commission staff when the pumps have been removed. 
 
Waiver Rationale: For the following reasons, the proposed project will not have a significant 
adverse effect, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, nor will it conflict with 
Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act: 
 
• Marine Resources: The seawater pumps, intake pipe, and concrete pipe supports are located on an 

existing concrete boat ramp and will not disturb benthic habitat or permanently fill coastal 
waters. The extension of the project through the winter and spring months (cool/wet season) of 
2016 would add little additional risk that the pumps would be used, while the availability of an 
alternate water source (100,000 gallons in temporary tanks) reduces the chance that the seawater 
pumps would be put into service during a minor fire. Thus, if the pumps are used it would be 
under emergency conditions during a single major fire event.   

• Water Quality: The pumps are situated in secondary containment basins with adequate capacity to 
ensure that leakage of fuel or lubricants oils from the pumps would not reach the ocean.  The 
pumps will receive regular inspection and maintenance throughout their period of emplacement, 
including the manual removal of fouling organisms from the intake.  Pump refueling occurs at 
least 200 feet away from the shoreline. 

• Land Resources/Sensitive Habitat: The seawater pumps and intake pipe will be located entirely on 
the concrete boat ramp, and the outlet pipe will be placed on paved or previously disturbed 
ground, avoiding all environmentally sensitive habitat areas. 

• Public Access & Views: The Wrigley Institute boat ramp is not open to the public, and the 
installation of the seawater pumps will not interfere with public access to the coast.  Likewise, the 
proposed seawater pumps will not have significant effects on views to or along the coast. 
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The proposed development will not adversely impact coastal resources, public access, or public 
recreation opportunities, and is consistent with past Commission actions in the area and Chapter 
Three policies of the Coastal Act. 
 
This waiver will not become effective until reported to the Commission at their January 13-15, 2016  
meeting in San Diego and the site of the proposed development has been appropriately noticed, 
pursuant to 13054(b) of the California Code of Regulations. The Notice of Pending Permit shall 
remain posted at the site until the waiver has been validated and no less than seven days prior to the 
Commission hearing.  If four (4) Commissioners object to this waiver of permit requirements, a 
coastal development permit will be required. 
 
 

Charles Lester,     
Executive Director   

 
 
 

 
 
Joseph Street 

       Environmental Scientist 
 
 
 
 
cc: File
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December 10, 2015 
 
 
Drew Mayerson 
Regional Supervisor 
Office of Production and Development 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
Pacific OCS Region 
760 Paseo Camarillo, Suite 102  
Camarillo, CA 93010-6064 
 
Re: NE-0010-15, No Effects Determination, ExxonMobil, One year addition to previously 

approved 180 day Lease Suspension, Santa Ynez Unit, Santa Barbara Channel  
 
Dear Mr. Mayerson: 
 
The Coastal Commission staff has received the above-referenced "no effects" determination for the 
request by ExxonMobil Corp. to be granted permission for additional one year extension to the 
previously-granted 180 day suspension of operations at the Santa Ynez Unit.  The operations 
ceased after the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s Office of Pipeline Safety ordered corrections to 
onshore pipelines Line 901 and 903 in March, 2015, following the Plains All American pipeline 
spill on Line 901.  We agree with your assessment that this additional suspension of active oil and 
gas operations would have no effect on any coastal zone resources, and we therefore concur with 
your "no effects" determination.  Please contact Mark Delaplaine at (415) 904-5289 if you have 
any questions. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 

 
    (for) CHARLES LESTER 

       Executive Director 
 
 

 
cc: Ventura District Office 
 ExxonMobil Corp. (Robert Weitzel, Adam Scott) 
 Santa Barbara County Energy Division (Kevin Drude)  








