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ADDENDUM 
 

October 31, 2016 
 

TO:  Coastal Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:  South Coast District Staff 
 
SUBJECT: AMENDMENT REQUEST LCP-5-MNB-16-0045-1 FOR THE COMMISSION 

MEETING OF THURSDAY, November 3, 2016. 
 
 
CHANGE TO STAFF REPORT 
 
Commission staff recommends the following revisions to the staff report dated October 13, 2016 in the 
following paragraphs:  In the second sentence of paragraph 1 on page 1, and the last sentence of 
paragraph 3 on page 1, continued to the top of page 2.  Language to be deleted is identified by strike-out, 
and language to be added is underlined. 
 
Paragraph 1, Page 1, make the following revisions: 
 

The requested LCP amendment would add Section A.60.160, expressly prohibiting cultivation of 
medical marijuana for commercial and non-commercial purposes, and adding and amending 
definitions to conform to state law.  

 
The last sentence of Paragraph 3 on the top of Page 2, make the following revisions:   
 

Consistent with the provisions in the MMRSA, the City has adopted an ordinance prohibiting 
cultivation of medical marijuana for commercial and non-commercial purposes, prohibiting 
commercial medical marijuana activity, and amending related definitions to conform to state law. 
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DATE: October 13, 2016 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Steve Hudson, Deputy Director, South Coast District 
  Teresa Henry, South Coast District Manager 
  Charles Posner, Supervisor of Planning 
  Mandy Revell, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
RE: Amendment Request No. 2-16 (LCP-5-MNB-16-0045-1) to the City of Manhattan Beach 

Local Coastal Program (LCP), for Commission Action at its November 3, 2016 meeting 
in Half Moon Bay. 

 
Local Coastal Program Amendment No. 2-16 (Minor) 

 
The City of Manhattan Beach is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the 
implementing ordinances portion of the Manhattan Beach certified Local Coastal Program (LCP). The 
requested LCP amendment would add Section A.60.160, expressly prohibiting cultivation of medical 
marijuana, prohibiting commercial medical marijuana activity, and adding and amending definitions to 
conform to state law.  Although the City’s Certified LCP is silent on the operation of medical marijuana 
dispensaries in the coastal zone, the City prohibited medical marijuana dispensaries in all zones in the 
City in 2008 as outlined in section 10.60.160 of the City’s Municipal Code.  The proposed LCP 
amendment will continue the prohibition on medical marijuana dispensaries and extend the prohibition to 
cultivation. Please see Exhibit A to this staff report for the amendment language. 
 
Local Coastal Program Amendment Request No. 2-16, submitted with City Council Resolution No. RES-
16-0001, and contained in City Council Ordinance No. ORD-16-0036, affects only the implementing 
ordinances portion of the certified LCP and does not propose any rezoning or land use changes. The 
Manhattan Beach City Council held a public hearing for the zoning code changes and the LCP 
amendment on January 5, 2016 and passed City Council Resolution No. RES-16-0001 authorizing City 
staff to submit the LCP amendment to the Coastal Commission (Exhibit B). The City Council adopted 
Ordinance No. ORD-16-0001 on January 19, 2016. 
 
Analysis 
 
The Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (MMRSA) of  2015 establishes the State licensing 
requirements for commercial medical marijuana uses and requires all medical marijuana-related business 
to also obtain a local license or permit to operate.  The MMRSA also contains a provision allowing local 
governments to take an action by a date certain to prohibit commercial medical marijuana activities within 
its jurisdiction if it wishes to do so; otherwise the State will become the sole licensing authority within 
that jurisdiction.  Consistent with the provisions in the MMRSA, the City has adopted an ordinance 
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prohibiting cultivation of medical marijuana, prohibiting commercial medical marijuana activity, and 
amending related definitions to conform to state law. 
 
The Executive Director has determined that the City of Manhattan Beach LCP Amendment No. 2-16 is a 
minor LCP amendment. The LCP amendment has been determined to be a “minor” LCP amendment 
because the proposed amendment does not raise issues with regard to the coastal resource or public access 
policies of the City’s certified LCP, including protection of community character, which is a fundamental 
objective of the City’s LCP.  The proposed LCP amendment is consistent with the certified Land Use 
Plan (LUP), would make the City’s development regulations more specific, and would not change the 
kind, location, intensity or density of any uses.  The proposed amendment merely provides more specifics 
and additional clarity regarding this prohibition.  The proposed changes to the implementing ordinances 
are attached as Exhibit A (Ordinance No. 16-0001). 
 
The proposed amendment will clarify the City’s definitions of, and would not change the density of, 
development allowed in the City’s residential zones.  The proposed changes will not result in any change 
in the kind, location, intensity, or density of uses.  The proposed changes are consistent with the City of 
Manhattan Beach certified Land Use Plan (LUP) and Implementation Measures which set forth the 
following policies:   
 
 POLICY II.1:    Control development within the Manhattan Beach coastal zone. 
  
 SECTION A.01.030 A.1:   Preserve the character and quality of residential neighborhoods  
     consistent with the character of the two area districts of the Coastal 
     Zone 
 
 SECTION A.01.030 A.2.: Foster convenient, harmonious, and workable relationships among 
     land uses 
 
The proposed amendment does not raise issues with regard to the coastal resource or public access 
policies of the certified Land Use Plan (LUP).  Medical marijuana dispensaries are already prohibited 
within the Manhattan Beach city limits.  Therefore, the Commission finds that the proposed amendment, 
as submitted, does not raise any LUP consistency issues and does not change the kind, location, intensity, 
or density of use of land. 
 
Procedures 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations, the Executive Director has determined that the proposed LCP amendment is "minor" in 
nature. Section 13554(a) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations defines a minor LCP 
amendment as changes in wording which make the use as designated in the zoning ordinances, zoning 
district maps or other implementing actions more specific and which do not change the kind, location, 
intensity, or density of use and are consistent with the certified LUP. 
 
When the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be 
reported to the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request that it be 
processed as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if 
less than one-third of the appointed members of the Commission object to the minor LCP amendment 
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determination, then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the LCP 
immediately. The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any 
comments received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its November 2-4, 2016 meeting in Half Moon 
Bay.  For any questions or additional information regarding the proposed amendment or the process 
under which it is being certified, please contact Mandy Revell at the South Coast District Office in Long 
Beach. 
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