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DATE: January 22, 2016
TO: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons
FROM: Alison Dettmer, Deputy Director

Robert S. Merrill, North Coast District Manager
Melissa Kraemer, Supervising Analyst

SUBJECT: Concurrence with the Executive Director’s determination that the action of the
County of Humboldt accepting the Commission’s certification of LCP
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2 is legally adequate.

For the Commission meeting of February 12, 2015 in Morro Bay

BACKGROUND

The Commission acted on County of Humboldt LCP Amendment (LCPA) Application No. LCP-
1-HUM-15-0011-2 on September 10, 2015. As submitted, the LCP amendment involves
reconfiguring the boundary lines between the existing Residential Estates (RE) and Coastal
Commercial Timberland (TC) land use and zoning designations that apply to a single 13-acre lot
owned by the Big Lagoon Park Company (APN 517-121-010) to accommodate the relocation of
existing cabins threatened with geologic hazards from an adjacent bluff top lot (APN 517-131-
009). The subject site is located at the south end of Big Lagoon in northern Humboldt County,
approximately eight miles north of the City of Trinidad.

By a series of unanimous votes, the Commission: (1) rejected the amendment to the LUP as
submitted; (2) approved the LUP amendment with two suggested modifications; (3) rejected the
amendment to the IP as submitted; and (4) approved the IP amendment with one suggested
modification. The suggested modifications would modify the density provisions of the certified
LCP to allow for the relocation of the existing cabins provided that: (1) the relocation of existing
structures will result in no increase in development potential because the lots commonly owned
by the Big Lagoon Park Company are either (a) legally merged, or (b) treated as one parcel under
a binding agreement required to be executed and recorded pursuant to a valid coastal
development permit authorizing the relocation of the existing residential development, (2) the
property comprising APN 517-121-010 is capable of being developed with relocated existing
residential development consistent with all applicable policies and standards of the certified
LCP, and (3) the relocation of the existing residential development shall be sited and designed
such that it assures stability and structural integrity and at no time engenders the need for the
construction of a shoreline protection device that would substantially alter natural landforms



LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2 (Big Lagoon Park Company)

along bluffs and cliffs. The suggested modifications to the LCPA were necessary to ensure that:
(1) the contemplated relocation of cabins can be developed consistent with all provisions of the
certified LCP as amended, including the density provisions; (2) the LCP is not implemented in a
manner that could lead to unintended increases in development potential that exceed the level of
development that can be accommodated in the area inconsistent with Section 30250 of the
Coastal Act; and (3) development is not approved that would engender the need for future
shoreline protective devices inconsistent with Section 30253 of the Coastal Act.

EFFECTIVE CERTIFICATION

On January 19, 2016, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing and
adopted Resolution No. 16-11 acknowledging receipt of the Commission’s resolution of
certification, accepting and agreeing to the Coastal Commission’s modifications, agreeing to
issue permits in conformance with the modified LCP, and formally approving the necessary
changes to the County’s LCP (Exhibit 2). Additionally, at the same hearing, the Board adopted
Ordinance No. 2543 amending the Coastal Zoning Regulations consistent with the accepted
suggested modifications (Exhibit 3).

As provided in Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, for the amendment to
become effective, the Executive Director must determine that the County of Humboldt’s actions
are legally adequate and report that determination to the Commission. Unless the Commission
objects to the determination, the certification of LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2
shall become effective upon the filing of a Notice of Certification for the LCPA with the
Secretary of Natural Resources, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 2180.5(2)(V).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the determination of the Executive Director
that the actions of the County of Humboldt to accept the Commission’s certification of LCP
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2 to adopt the necessary changes to the County’s Local
Coastal Program are legally adequate, as noted in the attached letter, Exhibit 1 (to be sent after
Commission concurrence).

EXHIBITS
1. Draft Notification of Effective Certification Letter |

2. Resolution No. 16-11|
3. rdinance No.
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February 12, 2016

Robert Wall, Interim Director

Humboldt County Planning & Building Dept.
3015 H Street, Suite 110

Eureka, CA 95501

RE: Effective Certification of Humboldt County Local Coastal Program (LCP)
Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2 (Big Lagoon Park Company)

Dear Mr. Wall:

The Executive Director of the Coastal Commission has reviewed Board of Supervisors
Resolution No. 16-11 and Ordinance No. 2543 for effective certification of the Humboldt
County LCP Amendment No. LCP-1-HUM-15-0011-2 (Big Lagoon Park Company). The
County’s resolution indicates that the County acknowledges receipt of and accepts the
Commission’s resolution for certification and that the County agrees to issue permits in
conformance with the modified certified local coastal program.

The Executive Director has found that the County’s resolution fulfills the requirements of
Section 13544(a) of the California Code of Regulations. In accordance with Section 13544(b) of
the regulations, the Director has determined that the County’s actions are legally adequate. The
Coastal Commission concurred with this determination at its meeting of February 11, 2016 in
Morro Bay.

Commission approval and the amendment process are now complete. If you have any questions,
please contact me at (707) 826-8950.

Sincerely,

Melissa B. Kraemer
Supervising Analyst

Cc: Don Tuttle, Big Lagoon Park Company
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