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Prepared March 25, 2016 (for April 13, 2016 Hearing) 

To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 

From: Susan Craig, District Manager 
Mike Watson, Coastal Planner  

Subject: City of Carmel-by-the-Sea (Carmel) LCP Amendment Number LCP-3-CML-16-
0005-1 Part B (Medical Marijuana).  

Proposed Amendment 
The City of Carmel (the “City” or “Carmel”) proposes to modify the Local Coastal Program 
(LCP) Implementation Plan (IP, also known as the LCP zoning code) to delete IP Section 
17.14.040 subsection 5 and replace with new section 17.14.240, clarifying the rules regarding 
medical marijuana in Carmel. The existing LCP prohibits the operation of medical marijuana 
dispensaries in the City. The proposed amendment will continue the prohibition on medical 
marijuana dispensaries and extend the prohibition to cultivation, delivery, and all marijuana-
related commercial activities in the City. See Exhibit 1 for the proposed amendment text.   

Minor LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to Title 14 of California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 13555, the Executive 
Director may determine that a proposed LCP amendment is “minor.” 14 CCR Section 13554 
defines minor LCP amendments. Among other things, minor LCP amendments include: 

14 CCR Section 13554(a). Changes in wording which make the use as designated in the 
zoning ordinances, zoning district maps or other implementing actions more specific and 
which do not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use and which are found 
by the Executive Director of the Commission or the Commission to be consistent with the 
land use plan as certified by the Commission. 

If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is minor, that determination must be 
reported to the Commission. If one-third of the appointed members of the Commission request 
that it be processed as a major LCP amendment, then the amendment shall be set for a future 
public hearing; if less than one-third of the appointed members of the Commission object to the 
minor LCP amendment determination, then the amendment is deemed approved, and it becomes 
a certified part of the LCP immediately (in this case, on April 13, 2016). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s 
determination that the proposed LCP amendment is minor.  

The Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (MMRSA) of 2015 establishes a State 
licensing scheme for commercial medical marijuana uses and requires all medical marijuana-
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related businesses to also obtain a local license or permit to operate. The MMRSA also contains 
a provision allowing local governments to take an action by a date certain to prohibit commercial 
medical marijuana activities within its jurisdiction if it wishes to do so; otherwise the State will 
become the sole licensing authority within that jurisdiction. Consistent with the provisions in the 
MMRSA, the City has adopted an ordinance prohibiting the cultivation, sale, and distribution of 
medical marijuana, including all commercial medical marijuana uses in the City limits.  

The proposed amendment does not raise issues with regard to the coastal resource or public 
access policies of the certified Land Use Plan (LUP), including protection of community 
character, which is a fundamental objective of Carmel’s LCP. Medical marijuana dispensaries 
are already prohibited within the Carmel city limits. The proposed amendment merely provides 
more specifics and additional clarity regarding this prohibition. Therefore, the Commission finds 
that the proposed amendment, as submitted, does not raise any LUP-consistency issues, and does 
not change the kind, location, intensity, or density of use of land.  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
The Coastal Commission’s review and development process for LCPs and LCP amendments has 
been certified by the Secretary of Resources as being the functional equivalent of the 
environmental review required by CEQA. The City has determined that the project is exempt 
from further review under CEQA, pursuant to Section 15305 of the Public Resources Code, 
“Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations,” and a Notice of Exemption has been prepared. 
This report has discussed the relevant coastal resource issues with the proposal, and has 
concluded that the proposed LCP amendment is not expected to result in any significant adverse 
impact on the environment. Thus, it is unnecessary for the Commission to suggest modifications 
to the proposed amendment to address adverse environmental impacts because the proposed 
amendment, as submitted, will not result in any significant environmental effects for which 
feasible mitigation measures would be required. 

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this minor LCP amendment determination, and any comments 
received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its April 13, 2016 meeting in Santa Rosa. If you 
have any questions, comments, or need additional information regarding the proposed 
amendment or the method under which it is being processed, please contact Mike Watson at the 
Central Coast District Office in Santa Cruz.  

Exhibit: 
Exhibit 1: Proposed Amendment Text  
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