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Prepared March 25, 2016 (for April 13, 2016 hearing) 

To: Coastal Commissioners and Interested Persons 
From: Nancy Cave, District Manager 

Stephanie Rexing, District Supervisor 

Subject: De Minimis Amendment Determination for Sonoma County LCP Amendment 
Number LCP-2-SON-16-0007-1 Part A (Coastal Combining Zone Designations) 

 

Sonoma County’s Proposed Amendment 
Sonoma County proposes to amend its Local Coastal Program (LCP) Implementation Plan (IP) 
to accurately reflect the Coastal Zone in the application of Coastal Combining zones affecting 
38 parcels. The proposed changes solely affect the application of the Coastal Combining zone 
and do not affect either the LCP’s Land Use Plan’s or the Implementation Plan’s base zoning. 
The current Coastal Combining (CC) Zone would be removed from 24 parcels and the CC zone 
would be added to 14 parcels where it had been incorrectly applied or not applied, respectively, 
as a result of a technical mapping errors occurring in the County’s process of transferring paper 
maps to a digital form. See Exhibit 1 for the County Ordinance approving the amendment and 
for a list of parcels with proposed changes. 

De Minimis LCP Amendment Determination 
Pursuant to Coastal Act Section 30514(d), the Executive Director may determine that a proposed 
LCP amendment is “de minimis.” In order to qualify as a de minimis amendment, the 
amendment must meet the following three criteria: 

1. The Executive Director determines that the proposed amendment would have no impact, 
either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources, and that it is consistent with the 
policies of Chapter 3;  

2. The local government provides public notice of the proposed amendment at least 21 days 
prior to submitting the amendment to the Commission, by one of the following methods: 
posting on-site and off-site in the affected area, newspaper publication, or direct mailing to 
owners and occupants of contiguous property; and 

3. The amendment does not propose any change in use of land or water or allowable use of 
property. 

 
If the Executive Director determines that an amendment is de minimis, that determination must 



LCP-2-SON-16-0007-1 Part A (Coastal Combining Zones Designations) 

2 

be reported to the Commission. If three or more Commissioners object to the de minimis LCP 
amendment determination, then the amendment shall be set for a future public hearing; if three or 
more Commissioners do not object to the de minimis determination, then the amendment is 
deemed approved, and it becomes a certified part of the LCP 10 days after the date of the 
Commission meeting (in this case, on April 23, 2016). 

The purpose of this notice is to advise interested parties of the Executive Director’s 
determination that the proposed LCP amendment is de minimis. Each of the de minimis 
criteria is discussed briefly below: 
 
1. No impact to coastal resources and consistency with Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act: The 

proposed amendment would alter the application of the Coastal Combining zone on 38 
parcels in order to achieve consistency with the parcels’ locations within or outside of the 
Coastal Zone. The Coastal Combining (CC) Zone is a zoning designation applied to parcels 
within areas that are in the Coastal Zone. The Coastal Combining zoning requires that any 
development proposed on parcels within that designation require coastal development 
permits. Therefore, since the application or removal of the CC zone for the affected parcels 
will correct the combining zones applied to the affected parcels and assure accurate 
application of the certified LCP, the proposed amendment will not adversely affect coastal 
resources and is consistent with the Chapter 3 policies of the Coastal Act.  

 
2. Provision of public notice: The County provided public notice in advance of the January 5, 

2016 Board of Supervisors hearing where the proposed LCP amendment was considered. A 
newspaper advertisement notice of the hearing was printed in the Press Democrat on 
December 16, 2015. In addition, notice was posted in the Press Democrat and mailed to 
interested parties, affected property owners, and to each owner of record within 300 feet of 
the affected properties on October 1, 2015 in advance of the October 15, 2015 Planning 
Commission meeting. The amendment submittal was subsequently received by the 
Commission on February 16, 2016, thus satisfying the 21-day requirement.  

3.  No change in use of land or allowable use of property:  The proposed changes affect the 
application of combining zones and do not affect either the LCP’s Land Use Plan or the 
Implementation Plan’s base zoning. Since the base zone determines permitted and 
conditional uses of a property and no change is proposed that would change the base zoning 
of the affected parcels, no change is proposed to the uses that are principally permitted, 
permitted, or permitted with a use permit in base zones. Therefore, the amendment does not 
propose a change in the use of land or allowable use of the property. 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Section 21080.5 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local government 
from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report (EIR) in connection with its 
Local Coastal Program. The Commission's LCP review and approval process has been found by 
the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the EIR process. Thus, under CEQA 
Section 21080.5, the Commission is relieved of the responsibility to prepare an EIR for each 
LCP and/or amendment.  
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Nevertheless, the Commission is required in an LCP submittal or, as in this case, an LCP 
amendment submittal, to find that the LCP, or LCP, as amended, does conform with CEQA 
provisions. In the case of the subject LCP amendment request, the Commission finds that 
approval of the de minimis LCP amendment, as submitted, would not result in any significant 
adverse environmental impacts under the meaning of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
Therefore, the Commission finds that there are no feasible alternatives under the meaning of 
CEQA which would reduce the potential for such impacts which have not been explored and the 
de minimis LCP amendment, as submitted, can be supported. 

Coastal Commission Concurrence 
The Executive Director will report this de minimis LCP amendment determination, and any 
comments received on it, to the Coastal Commission at its April 13, 2016 meeting in Santa Rosa 
at Veteran’s Memorial Auditorium. If you have any questions or need additional information 
regarding the proposed amendment or the method under which it is being processed, please 
contact Stephanie Rexing at the North Central Coast District Office in San Francisco. If you wish 
to comment on and/or object to the proposed de minimis LCP amendment determination, please 
do so by April 13, 2016. 

Procedural Note - LCP Amendment Action Deadline 
This proposed LCP amendment was filed as complete on March 1, 2016. It amends the IP only 
and the 60-day action deadline is April 30, 2016. Thus, unless the Commission extends the 
action deadline (it may be extended by up to one year), the Commission has until April 30, 2016 
to take a final action on this LCP amendment.  

Exhibits 
Exhibit 1: County Ordinance 
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