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To: California Coastal Commission 

Date: May 3, 2017 

Re: Agenda Item 21a, Application No. 3-16-0233 (South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation 

District Redundancy and Improvements) 

Honorable Commissioners, 

The Surfrider Foundation is dedicated to the protection of our ocean, waves, and beaches. The 

San Luis Obispo chapter of Surfrider supports approval of CDP number 16-0233 pursuant to 

staff’s recommendation (dated 04/21/2017). We believe staff’s recommendations will help 

guide the SSLOCSD toward managed retreat of vital infrastructure. Our county’s water quality 

and coastal resources will greatly benefit from the results of this process. 

Also of future benefit, SSLOCSD and the city of Pismo Beach are developing a partnership called 

a “Regional Groundwater Sustainability Project”. The partnership is beneficial to all, potentially 

supplying a drought-proof water supply for 44,000 people. Our chapter has supported this type 

of arrangement for many years, as we have advocated for a reduction in ocean outfall while 

raising public awareness of water conservation options, including the benefits of wastewater 

reclamation. 

We agree with staff’s recommendation as written in the report: “Commission staff believes the 

proposed redundancy infrastructure is necessary in the near term and critical to avoiding 

potential water quality problems”. Our county’s residents and coastal users were impacted by 

the SSLOCCD’s massive sewage spill of December, 2010. Our chapter presented public 

comment at the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s hearing, where the State Water Board 

laid out their case against SSLOCSD. We were critical of SSLOCSD’s management, their conflicts 

of interest in leadership roles, and leadership’s inability to address operational and emergency 

preparation issues which may have avoided the sewage spill. SSLOCSD eventually plead “guilty”, 

leadership of SSLOCSD has changed, and many of those changes have been positive. However, 

why risk the health and safety of our coastal community again?  

Our chapter has stated in public comments to the SSLOCSD as follows, “The Redundancy 

Project is duct tape and bubble gum until the new plant can be built outside the flood zone”. 

Our chapter will continue to advocate for managed retreat of vital infrastructure, as we have at 

SSLOCSD, Morro Bay, and elsewhere.  We also recognize that the siting of a new wastewater 

reclamation plant can be challenging for our communities, so we appreciate staff’s reference to 



3 previously identified sites (See MKN document, Exhibit 7 in the Staff Report). The 

Commission’s approval of CDP number 16-0233 pursuant to staff’s recommendation will help 

SSLOCSD’s management design a better project which is outside a coastal flooding zone, clearly 

a superior long-term solution for siting of SSLOCSD’s next wastewater treatment and 

reclamation plant. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Brad Snook 

Chair, Surfrider Foundation San Luis Obispo 

E-mail: chair@slo.surfrider.org 
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May 5, 2017 

California Coastal Commission       W21a 
725 Front Street, Suite 300 
Santa Cruz, CA 
Attention:  Daniel Robinson 
 
RE: 3-16-0233 

South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District “Redundancy Project” 
 

Dear Commissioners, 
 
Thank you for including me as an interested party in the project referenced above.   I regret I will be 

unable to attend the May 10th Coastal Commission meeting, especially item W5 Beach and Coastal Dunes 
discussion, presented by Dr. Patrick Barnhard  -- one of the lead researchers for the sea level rise/coastal erosion 
work going on in California.  This discussion underscores the inadequacies of the subject location for continued 
use as a wastewater treatment facility.   

 
On balance, I support the recommendations of CCC staff and the proposed conditions of approval.   I 

believe the project will have impacts that were not analyzed in the Mitigated Negative Declaration of 2010 (and 
re-adopted in September of 2016).  One such concern is the potential impacts to sensitive coastal resources from 
the temporary construction traffic impacts and long-term impacts from brine disposal delivery trucks.    

 
 Until very recently, brine disposal delivery trucks were driving though the adjacent residential 
neighborhood causing great disturbance. Now trucks have been routed to the south entrance to the 
WWTF off Delta Street.  This is a dirt road which presently meanders through wetland and riparian 
habitats. The current use of this narrow dirt road combined with construction traffic related to project 
implementation will have significant impacts.  Prior to project implementation an assessment should be 
conducted to determine if the access and its potential impacts to coastal resources can be mitigated.  
Please consider conditions limiting traffic, speed, dust control measures and silt fencing along the road 
should be added.   
 
 Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment.   
 
Julie Tacker 
 

 
 
Julie Tacker 
PO Box 6070 
Los Osos, CA 93412 
 
 
 
Photos Attached:  



 
 

North Entrance through neighborhood-South Entrance through sensitive habitat. 

 
 

 
Rear Entrance of Delta Street – sensitive habitat 

 



South County sewage plant repairs have cost 
millions — with more on the way 
April 16, 2017 6:37 PM 
By Kaytlyn Leslie 

kleslie@thetribunenews.com 

With $1.5 million in improvements already underway and a separate $20 million project in the pipeline, the 
South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District is spending big as it attempts to update the aging 50-year-old 
wastewater treatment plant in Oceano. 

Most residents won’t notice the changes in their daily lives — toilets will still flush and sinks will keep draining 
like they always have. But the upgrades are necessary to keep the plant running smoothly and prevent 
potentially disastrous malfunctions like the sewage spill that occurred at the Oceano plant in 2010, according to 
District Administrator Gerhardt Hubner. 

Walking through the plant, there are several areas in obvious need of improvement. 

Cracks zigzag across many of the large, squat cylinders that are key to various aspects of the water treatment 
process. One of the cylinders leaks into a dumpster below. Then there are hidden problems that workers can’t 
see because, without a backup, they haven’t been able to shut down parts of the plant for maintenance. 

To address these problems, the district board has embarked on an ambitious $1.5 million plan — $500,000 for a 
new grit-removal structure to remove fine particles from the sewage; $600,000 in improvements to the plant’s 
headworks, which removes non-organic material like trash from the water; $380,000 to clean one of the plant’s 
two digesters, where bacteria break down organic material in the sewage; and $36,000 to rent equipment to help 
with the cleaning. 

The grit-removal structure was added late last year, while the headworks improvements project is ongoing. The 
digester clean-out was an unanticipated but necessary cost for the district, Hubner said. It was approved by the 
board April 5.  

Ratepayers in the district — which covers Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and Oceano — likely won’t see higher 
bills for this work beyond the rate increase that took effect about a year ago and tops out in 2019, Hubner said. 

The rate change increases the average residential customer’s bill incrementally by about 70 percent through 
2019. (The district charges a flat rate based on the type of building or business being billed). The first jump was 
from $14.86 to $19.60 in July 2016. It is expected to increase to $21.56 this coming July. 

The rate increase was approved to help pay for much larger changes at the plant: 

▪  A redundancy project that will allow the district to take some of the plant’s major processing units offline for 
maintenance without damaging the water quality. About $1.5 million has already been set aside for early 
planning and permitting costs, but Hubner estimates the entire project could cost upwards of $20 million.  

The project, which requires approval from the California Coastal Commission, is expected to be discussed at the 
commission’s next meeting May 10-12. If successful, construction could start in summer 2018 and be 
completed by 2019. 

mailto:kleslie@thetribunenews.com
http://sslocsd.org/
http://sslocsd.org/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2017/03/04-05-17-Board-Packet.pdf
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/


▪  A regional water project that would recycle treated wastewater from South County cities by running it 
through a third level of filtration (also known as a tertiary level) so it can be injected into the Santa Maria 
groundwater basin.  

The district’s wastewater treatment plant and a Pismo Beach treatment plant are both being considered for this 
water treatment process. Both could end up being selected. 

It’s still in the early planning phase, but estimates placed the cost of that endeavor at $29.7 million. Once 
completed, up to 2,400 acre-feet of water per year — or about 782 million gallons — could be recycled, to 
recharge the basin. An acre-foot of water is enough to serve three average households for a year.  

It’s not yet known how the district would pay for the regional water project. 

Kaytlyn Leslie: 805-781-7928, @kaytyleslie 

 

 

South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District Administrator Gerhardt Hubner stands on top of the 
wastewater treatment plant in Oceano. The district has had an expensive year for capital projects as it tries to 

update its 50-year-old plant in Oceano. 
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Jack Early prepares pads for concrete pipe stands. The 12-inch emergency bypass pipe is being moved to 
accommodate upgraded equipment. The South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District has had an 
expensive year for capital projects as its board tries to update its 50-year-old wastewater treatment plant in 
Oceano. 
 
 
 

 

The older digester in the foreground at the South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District is overdue for 
being cleaned out 



 
 

 

Water undergoes a chlorine treatment to kill bacteria and chlorine is neutralized before being released into 
outfall. The South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District has had an expensive year for capital projects as 
its board tries to update the 50-year-old wastewater plant in Oceano. 

 
 
 

 



The South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District provides wastewater processing for Arroyo Grande, 
Grover Beach and Oceano. 

 

 
The Oceano wastewater treatment plant has room for expansion. The South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation 
District has had an expensive year for capital projects as its board tries to update the 50-year-old plant in 
Oceano. 
 
 

 

The South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District has had an expensive year for capital projects as its 
board tries to update the 50-year-old plant in Oceano. The sanitation district provides wastewater processing for 
Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and Oceano. 



 

 
A grit-removal system will help prevent buildup in the digester at the Oceano wastewater treatment plant.  
 
 

 

A new grit-removal system helps prevent solids from building up and plugging systems at the Oceano 
wastewater treatment plant. 
 
Photos by David Middlecamp 
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April 5, 2017

Dayna Bochco, Chair
California Coastal Commission

Email: dayna.bochco@coastal.ca.gov

Dear Ms. Bochco:

LETTER OF SUPPORT, SOUTH SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY SANITATION DSITRICT 
REDUNDANCY PROJECT

The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Coast Water Board) has been 
working with South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District on the District’s Long Range 
Secondary Treatment Process Redundancy Project (Project) for its wastewater treatment plant 
in Oceano. The District submitted California Environmental Quality Act documentation in early 
2016 and determined that the Project would not have a significant effect on the environment. In
September 2016, the District’s adopted a resolution approving the Project. We understand that 
California Coastal Commission staff intends to put the District’s permit application for the Project 
on the Commission’s agenda for its May 2017 meeting.

The Central Coast Water Board strongly supports this project because upgrades at the District’s 
wastewater treatment plant will help protect human health and the environment and prevent
sewage spills due to aging infrastructure.  The Central Coast Water Board asks that the 
Commission approve the District’s Project permit application.

If you have any questions, please call or e-mail Katie DiSimone at (805) 542-4638 or Sheila 
Soderberg (805) 549-3592.

Sincerely,

John M. Robertson
Executive Officer

cc: 
Mr. Gerhardt Hubner, SLOCSD Gerhardt@sslocsd.us
Mr. Daniel Robinson, California Coastal Commission Daniel.Robinson@coastal.ca.gov
Mr. John Ainsworth, California Coastal Commission John.Ainsworth@coastal.ca.gov
Ms. Katie DiSimone, RWQCB Katie.DiSimone@waterboards.ca.gov
Ms. Sheila Soderberg, RWQCB Sheila.Soderberg@waterboards.ca.gov

Place CW-257887
R:\RB3\Shared\NPDES\Facilities\San Luis Obispo\South SLO Co\LetterofSupport.doc

John M. Robertson Digitally signed by John M. Robertson 
Date: 2017.04.04 17:52:20 -07'00'
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