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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NORTH REGION ENVIRONMENTAL

DISTRICT 1, PO BOX 3700

EUREKA, CA 95502-3700

PHONE (707) 445-6490 Making Conservation
FAX (707) 441-5775 a California Way of Life.
TTY 711

May 7, 2019

Dayna Bochco, Commissioner
California Coastal Commission
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Eureka-Arcata Route 101 Corridor Improvement Project Coastal Development Permit
Application

Dear Ms. Bochco:

Caltrans has been working closely with Coastal staff to reach the June agenda for our Eureka-Arcata
Route 101 Corridor Improvement Project (Project), a major safety project on one of the most heavily
traveled segments of highway on the North Coast. While we believe most of the public are in favor of
the project, multiple letters were recently submitted to the Commission citing concerns about the
scheduling of the hearing for June 2019. As discussed below, the Project should remain on the June
agenda.

This Project has been an important part of the Safety Corridor improvements since it was introduced in
2001. Caltrans has taken and responded to public and agency comments through National
Environmental Policy Act/California Environmental Quality Act (NEPA/CEQA) scoping in 2001,
circulation of the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement (EIR/S) in 2007, the Coastal
Consistency Certification process in 2013, and with publication of the Final EIR/S in 2017 and Record
of Decision in 2017. The Final EIR/S identified the project alternative as Modified 3A. Caltrans is
currently working with multiple agencies to secure the permits needed to reach construction. Caltrans
has provided multiple opportunities for public comment throughout this process.

As to the timing and location of the hearing, while Caltrans would like to have projects heard
locally, our project delivery timelines do not always coincide with the Commission’s schedule and
there is only one annual hearing on the North Coast. Further, the letter frames the Caltrans
application as incomplete, which is inaccurate because Caltrans has been working with Coastal
staff for years on the consistency conditions and developing suitable mitigation. As with any
project of this size, there are expected to be numerous details to work out, and Caltrans has been
responding to additional questions from Coastal staff to ensure the Commission has all the
information it needs to approve the project in June.

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transporiation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability "
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In summary, Caltrans needs to receive all permits on this project in June to meet our delivery cycle
deadlines, and there is no reason to delay or change the hearing scheduled. Caltrans is committed
to delivering projects to the public on time to provide a safe transportation system for all users.
These projects have many aspects that increase the safety for both workers and users of this
corridor.

Sincerely, p/l \Q/(f
Richarg/(l\ﬁllen
Caltrans District 1

Deputy District Director
Program/Project Management

& Coastal Commissioners
John Ainsworth, Executive Director
Bob Merrill, North Coast Director
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EXHIBIT 1, continued. View of a vehicle in the unsecured unpermitted North Staging
Area landing, looking south toward the Albion River Bridge. Apr. 12, 2019.




