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Trinidad Rancheria Responses to Coastal Commission Staff Report 

Regarding Coastal Consistency Determination CD-0001-19 

 

WATER 

 

Page 2 – Paragraph 4  

Staff Report Indicated: 

“The draft EA for the proposed project states that water would be provided to the hotel by the 

City of Trinidad’s water supply system through the existing water line that serves the Casino, 

and that no additional water infrastructure is required. However, there is no existing contract or 

other agreement in place for the use of City of Trinidad water, and no other alternatives for water 

supply are described in the BIA Consistency determination or the draft EA for the proposed 

project.  It is also not known if provision of water to the hotel would limit the City’s ability to 

provide water for essential public services or to other new, priority coastal land uses in the 

future. The staff recommends the Commission find that the proposed hotel as described in the 

BIA consistency determination is not consistent with Sections 30250 and 30254 of the Coastal 

Act, since it is not known whether adequate public services are available to accommodate the 

hotel, particularly with respect to water supply. See page 16 of this staff report for additional 

information that staff is recommending the BIA would need to provide the Commission to find 

the proposed project is consistent with Sections 30250 and 30254 of the Coastal Act related to 

water supply.”   

Page 15 – Paragraph 1 - Staff Report - Lack of Information Water Supply 

 

Water Supply: “The Draft EA for the proposed project states that water would be provided by the 

City of Trinidad’s water supply system through the existing water line that serves the Casino and 

that no additional water infrastructure is required. No other alternatives for providing water are 

assessed. The draft EA for the proposed project estimates that approximately 18,860 gallons of 

water per day (gpd) would be required for the hotel.  A letter from the BIA RECEIVED ON 

March 20, 2019 indicated that “…the Tribe has incorporated water saving design features 

including on off-site contracted laundry service that would reduce the water demand to 

approximately 3,000-3,500 gpd…”, although no further information is provided regarding the 

potential change in estimated water use.” 

Page 16 Staff Recommendations for Additional Information needed: 

“Staff further recommends that the Commission find that in order for it to find the proposed 

project consistent with Section 30250 and 30254 related to the water supply aspect of the 

proposed project, the BIA would need to provide additional information and accompanying 



analysis that describes how the project meets one of the two following alternatives related to 

water supply: 

1) Provide additional information identifying the amount of water required by the proposed 

hotel and describing how the City of Trinidad is agreeing to provide water to the 

proposed hotel from the City’s water supply; or 

2) Describe the amount of water needed by the proposed hotel and a description of how 

water would be provided from an alternative water source, accompanied by an analysis of 

effect to coastal resources (pursuant to Chapter 3 of the Coastal Act) that implementing 

an alternative would entail.” 

Section 30250 Location; existing developed area (Related to Water)  

(a) New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise provided in this 

division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, existing developed 

areas able to accommodate it or, where such areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas 

with adequate public services and where it will not have significant adverse effects, either 

individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources. In addition, land divisions, other than leases 

for agricultural uses, outside existing developed areas shall be permitted only where 50 percent 

of the usable parcels in the area have been developed and the created parcels would be no 

smaller than the average size of surrounding parcels. 

 (b) Where feasible, new hazardous industrial development shall be located away from existing 

developed areas.  

(c) Visitor-serving facilities that cannot feasibly be located in existing developed areas shall be 

located in existing isolated developments or at selected points of attraction for visitors. 

Section 30254 Public works facilities- Related to Water Supply 

New or expanded public works facilities shall be designed and limited to accommodate needs 

generated by development or uses permitted consistent with the provisions of this division; 

provided, however, that it is the intent of the Legislature that State Highway Route 1 in rural 

areas of the coastal zone remain a scenic two-lane road. Special districts shall not be formed or 

expanded except where assessment for, and provision of, the service would not induce new 

development inconsistent with this division. Where existing or planned public works facilities 

can accommodate only a limited amount of new development, services to coastal dependent 

land use, essential public services and basic industries vital to the economic health of the 

region, state, or nation, public recreation, commercial recreation, and visitor serving land 

uses shall not be precluded by other development. 

 

 



Trinidad Rancheria Response 

The Trinidad Rancheria was federally recognized in 1917 and formalized the government under 

our Articles of Association in 1961. Since then, we have maintained a good working relationship 

with the City of Trinidad. In 2009, we began to have more heightened levels of communication 

with the City through Government-to-Government Consultations on a variety of joint issues, 

including water.  

As the Staff Report reflects, the draft EA for the hotel project was published in 2018 and 

indicates that water would be delivered through the City of Trinidad’s water system. This has 

been the Tribe’s intention since planning and development of the project began. The Rancheria 

initiated the formal discussion process with the City of Trinidad through our Government-to-

Government consultation meetings in March and July of 2018. The City was notified that the 

hotel project would move forward, and of our need to increase the amount of water use through 

our existing Casino connection to service the hotel. As a result of these notifications, the City 

began discussions regarding water rates, usage, capacity and other related topics. 

We completely agree with the City’s efforts to gather appropriate data and re-evaluate water 

rates, etc., Doing so will allow them to better determine their water capacity in response to our 

request. The City has had numerous discussions at City Council meetings related to our request, 

and has hired and engineering firm to work on the particular issues. (See City of Trinidad Water 

Issues Timeline in Attachment for a more detailed information related to the Rancheria’s 

involvement and tracking of City water issues). We share this information with the Commission 

to illustrate our commitment to working with the City, and that we are fully aware and support 

their need to study the water supply. Again, we point out that the Rancheria already receives 

water service from the City of Trinidad, and that our request is not for a new service, but the 

expansion of our existing service. (See Letter to City of Trinidad re Water Request in 

Attachments).  

The Commission should also know the Rancheria has been involved with and provided funding 

for a number of infrastructure improvement projects related to the City’s system from 1989-

2015. Our project contributions total $847,693, and include improvements to the City’s water 

main, water tank and water plant. (See Trinidad Rancheria City Water Line Projects Letters 

dated Dec. 2009 and April 2019 in Attachments).  

The Rancheria has been consistent in our efforts to be transparent, to continue to work 

collaboratively, and to contribute funding to the City’s water infrastructure. We want to be a 

strong partner and can use our federal status to benefit all who use the City’s water system. For 

example, because the City provides water service to the Tribe, the Tribe is eligible for federal 

funding through Indian Health Service. Those funds can be used to address infrastructure needs 

as well as water supply needs for all users. Again, we wish to collaborate and work with the City 

and will continue to do so as we finalize the hotel project.  



Based on information provided by TBE Architects, via FEA Consulting Engineers, and industry 

standards, the Rancheria’s best available information to date is that the hotel will require 

approximately 14,184 gallons per day. This number reflects 100% occupancy. However, 

according to Wright, Inc., hotels average between 65% and 70% occupancy on an annual basis. 

As a result, this brings the average down to approximately 9,000 gallons per day. With off-site 

laundry, the recycling of water, and additional water saving techniques, the Rancheria can 

achieve and estimated daily consumption number that is much lower. (See Hotel Water Usage 

Rates Based on Occupancy in the attachments), (See Casino Water Use in attachments), (See 

Plumbing Calculation Letter in attachments). 

Since the publication of the Staff Report the Rancheria has met with the City in two government-

to-government meetings related to our water request. During the second meeting we were able to 

discuss the results of one of their commissioned water studies. The conclusion of the study 

indicated that the City does have a surplus of water and therefore could meet the Rancheria’s 

need. The report stated initial evaluations would be needed as the study focused specifically on 

the treatment plant’s production capacity and did not address the City’s water policy issues. The 

Rancheria has sent the City a letter formally requesting water and will send a follow-up letter 

requesting an exact amount. In the meantime, the City and the Rancheria continue to move 

forward on the water request and other related projects. (See Water Production Memo in 

attachments.) 

While using the City’s water and infrastructure is our preferred alternative, in the event that they 

are unable to provide the necessary water, the Rancheria plans to seek water from outside 

sources. We have researched and plan to include in our mitigations the use of an atmospheric 

water generator. See below for more detail. 

Atmospheric Water Generation  

The Tribe is looking into the use of large-scale atmospheric water generators as a possible 

mitigation to address water consumption concerns during peak usage times and the impacts that 

the hotel could have on the local supply. A water generator would extract water from the ambient 

humidity in the air and through a series of filters, membranes, pumps, etc., and treat it to drinking 

water standards.  The climate on the North Coast is quite literally the most ideal for maximizing 

the potential of this type of technology. This would mean a significant upfront investment as the 

large-scale generators are very costly. However, it could mean the Rancheria would be able to 

provide up to 5,000 liters (or a little over 1,000 gallons) per day. Again, while our first option is 

to purchase additional water from the City of Trinidad, we are exploring ways to reduce any 

impact the hotel development may have on water supply.  

As stated, the construction of the hotel is projected to take fourteen to sixteen months. 

Depending on the construction start date, it is important to note that we will have up to a year 



and a half to fully address the water supply to the hotel and to finalize negotiations with the City 

of Trinidad.     

Section 30250 – Related to Water 

New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise provided in this 

division, shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, existing developed 

areas able to accommodate it or, where such areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas 

with adequate public services and where it will not have significant adverse effects, either 

individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources. 

Trinidad Rancheria Response 

The hotel will be located adjacent to the existing Casino. This is the only area that the Rancheria 

has to build the hotel. We have been working tirelessly to ensure that this hotel will not have any 

adverse impacts on Coastal Resources.  

Section 30254 Public works facilities 

Where existing or planned public works facilities can accommodate only a limited amount of 

new development, services to coastal dependent land use, essential public services and basic 

industries vital to the economic health of the region, state, or nation, public recreation, 

commercial recreation, and visitor serving land uses shall not be precluded by other 

development. 

Trinidad Rancheria Response 

The Trinidad Rancheria is one of the largest employers in the County of Humboldt.  The 

Rancheria currently employs approximately 200 people at the Cher-Ae Heights Casino, and we 

also employ between 30 and 50 people at the Trinidad Harbor, some of which are seasonal 

employees. As you know, the Casino provides commercial recreation and the Harbor Properties 

provide public recreation and visitor serving land uses. The Rancheria believes that our services 

and our contributions are vital to the economic health of the region. Our hotel will be another 

addition – a place to stay for visitors from around the country and the world who enjoy the 

natural beauty of North Coast and all it has to offer.  

 



 

 
April 16, 2019 
 
Steve Ladwig, Mayor 
Trinidad City Council 
409 Trinity Street 
P.O. Box 390 
Trinidad, CA  95570 
 
Re:  Trinidad Rancheria Request for Additional Water for Hotel 
 
Dear Mayor Ladwig and City Council Members: 
 
The Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria is in the development phase 
for construction of a new hotel adjacent to the Rancheria’s Casino property on tribal trust 
lands. The Rancheria’s existing service is approximately 2,561 gallons per day for the Cher-Ae 
Heights Casino. This letter is a formal request to expand the existing service to the Casino using 
the same water tank, meter and infrastructure that currently delivers water in order to meet 
the needs of the new hotel development. We are still working with outside technical experts to 
determine the exact amount of water required for the hotel. Once we have these reports, we 
will send a follow-up letter to the City requesting a more specific amount of additional water. 
 
As you know, we have engaged in formal Government-to-Government Consultation since early 
2018 and have previously made existing City Council members aware of this forthcoming 
request.  We understand and appreciate the community concerns regarding the availability of 
water and the City’s ability to provide this additional water. The Rancheria is also aware of the 
City’s current water supply assessment, and that the assessment should be complete by the 
end of this month. We look forward to seeing the results and are eager to work with the City as 
we move forward with our project.  
 
 As always, we are happy to discuss our request and are looking forward to our Consultation 
meeting with you on April 18, 2019. If you have any questions or require additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact Jacque Hostler-Carmesin, CEO, at (707) 599-1963. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Garth Sundberg, 
Tribal Chairman  
 

 



 

 

 

April 15, 2019 

Dear California Coastal Commission,  

Below is a summary of projects that the Trinidad Rancheria has contributed to the City of Trinidad’s water 

infrastructure through grant funding provided by Indian Health Service administrated by the Rancheria to improve the 

City water lines and improve the production of the City’s main treatment plant.  

Also attached for your review is a letter dated December 9, 2009 that the Trinidad Rancheria submitted to the City of 

Trinidad outlining the majority of these projects and to request consultation with the City regarding water issues. 

There has been one additional project completed in 2015 as included below. 

 

 

 

 

TRINIDAD RANCHERIA - CITY WATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

 

YEAR PROJECT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

1989 Domestic Water Supply & Wastewater Disposal Facilities: 

Project completed the water system loop between Te-Pah Lane, under HWY 101 to the 

Rancheria, including 2,200 LF of 6” watermain, 3 fire hydrants and ARV’s. 

Infrastructure was turned over to the City of Trinidad.   

$97,700 

1998 Community Water System Improvements: 

Project consisted of the replacement of 600 LF of 6” water main along Scenic Drive to 

Rancheria lands.  Infrastructure was turned over to the City of Trinidad. 

$173,151 

1999 Community Water System Improvements:  

Project was a contribution to a City of Trinidad project for upgrades to the Water 

Treatment Facilities that included: valves, piping, lab equipment, filter equipment, 

media, and metering pumps. 

$17,500 

2008-

2009 

Scenic Drive Rehabilitation & Realignment: 

Project replaced and upgraded waterlines along Scenic Drive as part of road construction 

project.   

$134,069 

2009-

2010 

Water Main Improvements: 

Project is slated for construction in the Fall of 2010 to replace the City of Trinidad’s 

existing water main from Westhaven Ave, under HWY 101 to Langford Drive and along 

Scenic Drive with approximately 2,300 LF of 6” water main.  Infrastructure will be 

turned over to the City of Trinidad. 

$284,000 

2015 Community Water System: 

Project included improvements to the water tank in the City Water Plant System. 

$141,275 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO CITY WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

$847,693 



Because of the Tribes’ persistence and being a good neighbor and steward, the City’s water lines and treatment plant 

have been improved tremendously.  We have enjoyed a good working relationship with the City in the past and 

continue to work to be a strong partner. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Garth Sundberg 

Chairperson 

Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community  

of the Trinidad Rancheria 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: City of Trinidad 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

GHD 
718 Third Street Eureka California 95501 USA 
T 707 443 8326  F 707 444 8330  W www.ghd.com 

May 1, 2019 

To: Eli Naffah Ref. No.: 11185172 

From: Patrick Sullivan Tel: (707)267-2238 

CC: Becky Price-Hall, Bryan Buckman, Ryan DeSmet   

Subject: Water Treatment Plant Production Rate Test and Analysis 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this memo is to provide an analysis to determine the theoretical effective maximum water 
production capacity of Trinidad’s drinking water production facility under current conditions.  

This analysis does not address policy issues related to providing additional connections or obligating the City 
to provide additional water. This analysis did not consider or address potential water storage needs, 
distribution network needs, nor any risk analysis of different system components. It is recommended that the 
City evaluate their policy for considering new service requests. Additional evaluations are needed before 
making obligations for additional water to meet additional service requests. 

2. Background 

The City of Trinidad serves treated water to approximately 1,000 people within the City service area. The 
City’s diversion and water plant is located at 1313 Westhaven Dr. Trinidad CA, adjacent to Luffenholtz 
Creek. Water for the plant is pumped from a wet well that is filled through an infiltration gallery located 
approximately 10 feet below the creek bed. The point of diversion is just upstream of the Westhaven Dr. 
culvert. The City has current water rights limiting the rate of diversion, the annual maximum diversion, and 
required bypass flow requirements, which is the minimum flow rate that must be allowed to bypass the water 
intake. In addition to water right limitations, the effective water production rates are currently limited by 
physical constraints in the processing of the water which include: infiltration gallery limitations, flocculator 
flow rates, filter fouling rates, backwash periods, and chlorine contact time requirements. 

3. Water Rights 

The City can extract a maximum of 0.56 cubic feet per second (cfs) (251 gallons per minute) from 
Luffenholtz Creek through appropriative water rights permit numbers 15984 and 17255, which corresponds 
to a daily maximum extraction of 361,440 gallons per day. The City’s water right permit 17255 stipulates that 
the City shall bypass 0.25 cfs except when the natural flow in Luffenholtz Creek is lower than 0.86 cfs and 
then the City must leave at least 0.15 cfs in the creek, including enough flow for the 0.0054 cfs worth of 
water rights downstream from the City. This results in a total of 0.1554 cfs or approximately 70 gpm that 
must bypass the City’s water intake during low flows below 0.86 cfs.  

http://www.ghd.com/
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4. Water System Process 

The raw water from Luffenholtz Creek is extracted through an infiltration gallery that feeds a wet well. The 
infiltration gallery is made up of three perforated pipe buried  approximately ten feet below the surface of 
Luffenholtz Creek and flows into a wet well with intake pumps. When the intake pumps are not running, the 
water surface elevation in the wet well matches the water surface elevation in the creek.  When the pumps 
operate, the level in the wet well drops and the difference in hydraulic head between the water surface 
elevation in the creek and the elevation in the wet well provides the force to drive the water through the 
gravels in the creek bed and into the wet well. As gravels become clogged with sediments, the rate at which 
water can travel through the gravel for a given head is reduced. The dry season elevation of water in the 
creek is lower than in the wet season and hence reduces the static elevation in the wet well. 

Water is pumped from the wet well to a flocculator where polymer is added to aid in particulate clumping and 
settling, which reduces turbidity. The water is then pumped through a series of mixed media filters with 
additional polymer and then through a chlorine contact pipe prior to entering the water delivery system.  

One of the factors limiting the capacity of the system is the turbidity of the raw water that flows into the wet 
well from the infiltration gallery. The turbidity in the creek varies seasonally and with rain events the turbidity 
is generally higher. The water entering the wet well is naturally pre-filtered through the creek bed to some 
degree, but raw water turbidity in the wet well typically increases with higher creek flow rates. Higher turbidity 
rates require more polymer and a slower feed rate to the flocculator and also results in more frequent 
backwashing of the mixed media filters. During a backwash cycle, clean water from the distribution system 
flows backwards through the filters to flush out sediment. The backwash water is routed to a holding tank 
where the sediment is allowed to settle to the bottom of the tank. Backwash water is decanted of the top of 
the holding and routed back into the water processing filter train.   

5. Evaluation Approach 

Production of potable water from the treatment plant is a function of three factors: legal water right conditions 
including bypass flow requirements, infiltration gallery intake limits, and treatment plant component limits. 
This evaluation focuses on the infiltration gallery intake limits and treatment plant component limits.  

The approach to evaluating the maximum potable water production rate under current conditions is to 
operate the treatment plant at various discrete flow rates for a period of time and monitor, record and 
evaluate performance measurements to determine the limiting factors to water rate production. The highest 
sustainable flow rate is the rate that does not violate the water right constraints or system limitations. The 
parameters monitored to evaluate the system capacity include: flow rate, wetwell water levels, chemical 
addition, and pressure drop across the filter trains, and turbidity of the raw and processed water.  

The capacity tests consisted of operating the system at a specified pumping rate to meet the existing daily 
water demand. The tests were performed and data recorded by the City staff. To perform each test City staff 
performed the following steps: 

• Back wash the system, 
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• Set the pump speed to produce the desired flow rate,  

• Run the test for 7 days or until failure to meet normal performance criteria, 

• Monitor the pressure across the filter trains multiple times daily, 

• Monitor plant parameter for normal system compliance: chlorine residual, turbidity, bypass flow, filter 
train pressure, wet well water level, 

• Compile data and measurements. 

5.1 Evaluated Flow Rates 

The flow rate of water through the treatment plant is instantaneous flow through the system typically 
considered in gallons per minute (gpm). How much water can be made in a day depends on how long the 
system can run and how much finished water must be used for backwashing. The flow rate through the 
system dictates the velocity or speed at which water moves through the flocculator, filters and chlorine 
contact basin. The length of time that the plant runs in any given day determines the daily volume of water 
produced. The amount of time that the plant typically runs varies with the daily fluctuations in demand and 
the ability to operate the system during high turbidity in the creek. 

The flow rates evaluated in this analysis were determined based upon interviews and consultation with City 
treatment plant operators. The City can extract a maximum of 251 gpm from Luffenholtz Creek based on 
water rights; however, the existing pumps can only achieve a maximum flow rate of 175 gallons per minute. 
However, the operators report that when the plant runs at flow rates greater than 120 gpm the raw water 
increases and the wetwell level drops significantly. Therefore, 120 gpm was established as the maximum 
test flow rate and the following eight flow tests were performed: 

• Test #1 - 120 gpm 
• Test #2 - 115 gpm 
• Test #3 - 110 gpm 
• Test #4 - 105 gpm 
• Test #5 - 100 gpm 
• Test #6 - 95 gpm 
• Test #7 - 90 gpm 
• Test #8 - 85 gpm 

The highest flow rate test was performed first, when the flows in Luffenholtz Creek were the lowest and draw 
down in the wetwell would be greatest.  

6. Flow Test Results and Analysis 

The flow rate tests were performed over a period of several months starting in mid-November and ending in 
February. The runtimes of each test was determined by the time between filter backwash cycles. Each test 
started directly after a filter backwash cycle and was ended when the next backwash was required or 7 days, 
which ever was less. The first test was performed prior to the first rains of the season and at the highest 
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pumping rate when the bypass flows would be most critical. A summary of all the test run rates and dates is 
shown in Table 1 below.  

 

Table 1. Treatment Plant Flow Rate Tests and Dates. 

Test Flow Rate (gpm) Start Date End Date 

Test # 1 120 11/13/2018 11/19/2018 

Test # 2 115 11/20/2018 11/21/2018 

Test # 3 110 11/26/2018 12/2/2018 

Test # 4 105 12/4/2018 12/6/2018 

Test # 5 100 1/28/2019 2/3/2019 

Test # 6 95 2/4/2019 2/9/2019 

Test # 7 90 2/12/2019 2/18/2019 

Test # 8 85 2/19/2019 2/25/2019 
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Table 2. Summary of Flow Study Data. 

Test 
Number 

Flow 
Rate 
(gpm) 

# of 
Days 

Testing 

Total 
Water 

Volume 
Produced 
(gallons) 

Amount of 
Flocculants 

Added 
(gallons) 

Amount of 
Chlorine Added 

(gallons) 

# of 
Backwashes 

Required 

Test # 1 120 5 411,614 2.50 7.89 1 
Test # 2 115 2 96,830 1.25 1.93 1 
Test # 3 110 5 269,970 5.75 7.37 1 
Test # 4 105 3 141,540 3.50 4.05 1 
Test # 5 100 5 292,077 3.25 4.67 1 
Test # 6 95 5 241,303 2.75 4.06 1 
Test # 7 90 4 218,055 2.25 3.87 1 
Test # 8 85 6 324,755 2.50 5.73 1 

6.1 Water Rights Compliance Assessment 

The existing water right provides a substantial source of water when there is ample water in the creek. It is 
low flow conditions and the requirements for bypass flows that can significantly restrict the amount of water 
the City is allowed to extract. As discussed above, the City’s water right permit stipulates that the City shall 
bypass a total of 0.1554 cfs or approximately 70 gpm.  

Based on previous analyses, there is no known documentation indicating that the creek flow has previously 
decreased to the point that the City’s intake rate needed to be reduced.  However, periods of drought, long 
term changes in the climate, and increased extractions in the upstream watershed could result in restrictions 
in the future. It is important for the City to remain mindful of these future potential changes in creek flow, and 
not over commit the water supply, which could become restricted due to low flow in the creek at some point. 

To demonstrate compliance with water right requirements, the City measures the flows in Luffenholtz Creek 
with a stream gauge located directly below the City’s point of diversion, below the Luffenholtz Creek culvert 
on Westhaven Drive.  

The first significant rains of the season started on November 20th, 2018. The average flow below the City’s 
diversion was 1.2 cfs. The lowest bypass flow observed was 0.81 cfs and occurred November 13th, 2018, 
during Test #1. The bypass flow is therefore greater than the required 0.25 or 0.1554 cfs. The Luffenholtz 
Creek flows are presented in Figure 1 along with an indication of when each pumping rate test was 
performed. Note that the stream flow data was not reported during Test # 8, however, the creek flows were 
observed to be “significantly higher than normal” for that time of year. This indicates that the bypass 
requirements are not the limiting factor for diversion during normal water years. 
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Figure 1. Luffenholtz Creek Bypass Flows below City of Trinidad Water Diversion, Winter 
2018-2019 

 

6.2 Wetwell Water Level Assessment 

The wetwell for the water treatment plant is located adjacent to Luffenholtz Creek, just east of the 
Westhaven Drive culvert. Water for the treatment plant is pumped from the wetwell into the treatment plant. 
Water flows from Luffenholtz Creek and into the infiltration gallery made up of a series of perforated pipes 
and flows into the wetwell. The top of the wetwell is located above the bank full elevation of the creek at that 
location. There is depth gauge in the wetwell that records the water level and it is reported as a percent of 
the total wetwell height. Typically, the wetwell is recorded at roughly 47% to 50% capacity prior to starting 
the pumps for a production run after a period without pumping. The level of the wetwell is expected to 
typically decrease with increasing pumping rates and length of time that water is pumped into the treatment 
plant. The operators typically stop pumping when the water in the wet well decreases to 18% to 20%. 

The observed drawdown in water level of the wetwell varied for each test. During the limited test runs, the 
drawdown does not appear to be correlated with pumping rates. The lowest wetwell water level observed 
was not coincident with the highest pumping rate. The water levels did not appear to decrease with the 
increase in duration of the pumping test either. The lower pumping rates required a longer pump run time to 
generate the daily water demand and resulted in lower wetwell level. The variability in wetwell drawdown is 
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likely due to the cumulative effect of pumping at higher rates from previous tests. Test #4 had the lowest 
recorded percent wetwell level and was recorded during a pump run lasting 14 hours. However, previous 
pumping test were performed at higher pumping rates. The previous tests coincided with storm events when 
turbidity in the stream (raw water) was elevated and pumping at the higher rates may have introduced 
additional fine sediments into the subsurface gravels, reducing subsurface flow in the creek bed to the 
wetwell. When the creek sediments become clogged or fouled with creek sediments the system may be back 
flushed with water and air to flush the fine sediments out of the gravels. The creek gravels are backwashed 
only when needed. Typically, backwashing is needed more frequently during the winter wet period when the 
turbidity in the creek is naturally higher. In future analysis a flushing of the creek sediments should occur 
prior to each test.  

 A summary of the average decrease in percent of wetwell volume and the minimum percent of wetwell 
volume is presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Percentage of Wetwell Drawdown per Pumping Rate Test. 

Test # Flow Rate 

(gpm) 

Average Decrease 

(% of Total Wetwell 
Volume) 

Minimum % of 

Wetwell Level 

Test #1 120 4.94 41.31 
Test #2 115 4.80 41.7 
Test #3 110 6.34 26.26 
Test #4 105 13.15 19.9 
Test #5 100 5.65 40.15 
Test #6 95 9.13 34.11 
Test #7 90 5.60 32.92 
Test #8 85 11.37 24.75 

 

The apparent lack of correlation between the pumping rate and wet well level suggests there may be an 
instrumentation problem resulting in faulty elevation readings. There may also be other factors affecting 
headloss in the creek bed, but such headloss is not expected to change in such a sporadic way to result in 
the wet well readings recorded during the tests. The cause of these apparent characteristics should be 
investigated further by the City.  

6.3 Flocculent and Chlorine Assessment 

One of the factors to consider when evaluating the capacity of the system is how flow rate affects the need 
for dosing of treatment chemicals to achieve the required finished water standards. This is primarily chlorine 
for disinfection and polymer added as a flocculants for turbidity reduction.  

The chlorine contact time is defined by the amount of time it takes for a volume of water to pass through the 
chlorine contact pipe. The higher the pumping rate the lower the chlorine contact time. The existing chlorine 
contact pipe was designed to provide 30 minutes of contact time at flow of 175 gpm. The maximum testing 
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rate of 120 gpm is much less than the 175 gpm maximum design, therefore, chlorine contact time is not a 
limiting factor for any of the evaluated pumping rates.  

The amount of chlorine and polymer required is dependent on the quality of the raw water and flow rate. 
These conditions will vary based on weather patterns and flow conditions in the creek. In general, the higher 
the flow, the more organic matter and particulates contributing to the raw water turbidity. This requires more 
polymer and chlorine during treatment. It is also possible that higher pumping rates could increase the water 
velocity of the water entering the wetwell. Higher velocities could mobilize sediments in the gravels and 
increase turbidity in the raw water, thus increasing the chemical demand.  

To assess the potential effects on chemical demand, the amount of chlorine and polymer used per 1,000 
gallons of water produced was calculated for each test. The resulting rate of chemical usage varies by test 
run, but there does not appear to be a correlation with production rates. The usage is more likely affected by 
the turbidity of the raw water from the conditions in the creek. The results are graphically depicted in Figure 
2. 

  

Figure 2. Flocculent and Chlorine Usage per Volume of Water Produced. 
 

6.4 Pressure Drop 

As stated above, during the processing of potable water, the raw water is pumped through mixed media 
filters. The filters are container vessels that are filled with sand, gravel and anthracitic carbon. Particulates 
are trapped in the filter as the water passes through the filter. The more particulates in the water (measured 
as higher turbidity), the faster the filters will become clogged. As the filters become clogged the pressure 
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drop across the filter will increase. A filter train is comprised of two filter vessels aligned in series. The 
treatment plant has three filter trains that are run in parallel. The pressure on the inlet and outlet of each filter 
train was periodically recorded for each filter train during each pumping rate test.   

If the pressure drop across a filter train is too great, the filter will not function correctly and will need to be 
backwashed to remove the accumulated sediment in the filter. The maximum pressure drop per 1,000 
gallons of water produced was calculated and the results are graphically presented in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3. Maximum Pressure Drop across the Filter Trains. 

6.5 Turbidity Assessment 

The turbidity of water is a measure of the amount of suspended particles or sediment and is reported in 
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU). An NTU is a measure of light scattered through a liquid. At the City’s 
treatment plant, the turbidity is measured at various location throughout the treatment process, but of primary 
concern is the raw water turbidity and the finished water turbidity. The City is required to produce water that 
is less than 0.3 NTU. The more turbidity in the raw water the faster the filters either clog or fail to produce 
water that meets their requirements.  

The raw water turbidity observed during the pumping rate tests ranged from 0.38 NTU to 50 NTU. The 
highest turbidity measurements coincided with storm events where runoff into the creek increases the 
amount of suspended solids in the water. The turbidity of the processed water is also monitored. When the 
turbidity of the processed water is greater than 0.3 NTU the processing of potable water is stopped and the 
filter trains are back washed and flushed prior to restarting potable water production. Each of the pumping 
rate tests were ended due to processed water turbidity being greater than 0.3 NTU.  
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The observed turbidity during the test period is shown in Figure 4. The raw water turbidity is represented with 
the green dots and references the scale on the left. The finished water turbidity is represented with the blue 
dots and references the scale on the right.  

The filter run time is determined by the amount of water filtered between a backwash of the filters and when 
the turbidity of the finished (filtered) water reaches 0.3 NTU, which triggers another backwash cycle. The 
turbidity of the finished water gradually increases as the volume of water filtered increases during a filter run.  
There was variability in the filter run times during the tests. Two trends were observed during the tests: the 
higher the turbidity of the raw water the shorter the run times, and the higher pump rates the shorter the run 
times.   

 

Figure 4. Raw Water and Processed Water Turbidity at the City of Trinidad Water 
Treatment Plant. 

 

6.6 Filter Train Backwash 

When processed water fails to meet the required levels of turbidity or the pressure drop across the filters is 
too great, the filter trains need to be backwashed to remove the trapped suspended solids and flocculants. 
This process requires the treatment plant to stop producing water. Potable water that is already in the 
distribution system is fed back through the filters at a rate of 300 gpm. Each filter is back flushed for 15 
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minutes (4500 gallons) with the backwash water routed to a 20,000 gallon backwash holding tank. After the 
backwash, raw water is then processed until it meets the 0.3 NTU requirement. This process water is also 
discharged to the backwash holding tank. The backwashing of all three filter trains produces between 15,000 
and 18,000 gallons of backwash water. This water is allowed to settle and is then decanted off the top of the 
tank. The decanted water is then re-introduced into the raw water filter process or appropriately land applied. 
Alternatively, the decanted backwash water may be disposed of on the surface and allowed to infiltrate. The 
surface disposal is not allowed to cause erosion or runoff from the disposal area which prohibits surface 
disposal during the wet season when the ground is saturated. The backwash tank can be discharged at 
maximum rate of approximately 10 gpm. At this rate, the disposal of the backwash water requires between 
25 and 30 hours of water plant operation.  

With the treatment plant operating for 16 hours per day it would require approximately two days of operations 
to dispose of the backwash water between filter backwash processes.  

Another factor to consider with the backwash process is the accumulation of sediments, or sludge, in the 
backwash tank. Periodically the sediment needs to be removed from the backwash tank, which is completed 
by washing down with a hose and pumping the solids to a truck and hauling off for drying.  

7. Maximum Production Rate Estimate 

In determining the current maximum water treatment plant production rate, the factors presented and 
discussed in Section 6 need to be considered. Based upon the eight pumping rate tests the limiting factors 
are daily pumping times and the turbidity of the processed water.  

The City currently produces enough water to meet the daily demand for existing customers. The demand 
fluctuates from day to day and is typically higher in the summer and fall months. The staff at the treatment 
plant adjust water production to meet the demand by lengthening or shortening the time when the pumps are 
running. Staff have found that the overall treatment process operates most effectively when operated at the 
lowest flow rate that meets the overall system demand. Therefore, the operators pump at the lowest rate 
possible and adjust the pumping time to meet the demand. They typically will produce water for the longest 
period possible that allows time for backwashing the filters and infiltration gallery in creek bed. The required 
time for backwashing the filters and the infiltration gallery varies with the raw water quality, and more time is 
required when the turbidity in the raw water is higher (i.e. during the winter storms). When the turbidity in the 
creek is higher the operators need to backwash more frequently. Based on operational experience, City staff 
have found that the plant can produce water for approximately up to 18 hours per day November through 
April, up to 20 hours per day May through June, and up to 22 hours per day July through October. 

The turbidity is the primary limiting factor and it is associated with the required time to perform filter train 
backwashes and then process the backwash water. The results of Test #4, at a pumping rate of 105 gpm, 
and when the turbidity of the raw water was the highest, allowed for over 30 hours of pumping (which 
occurred over 3 consecutive days of operation) between filter train backwashes. At this rate there is 
adequate capacity to process and dispose of backwash water during the normal process runs. 
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With a pumping rate of 105 gpm and the pumping hours as specified above the maximum daily water 
production is: 113,400 gallons per day November through April, 126,000 gallons per day May through June, 
and 138,600 gallons per day July through October. 

The average daily production between 2013 and 2018 is estimated at 68,600 gallons per day. However, it is 
important to consider that this is averaged for the whole year and water demand varies through the year. The 
highest average water demand by month is 85,300 gallons per day and occurs in August. A summary of 
production by month is presented in Figure 5. 

  

 
Figure 5. Average Daily Water Production 2013 through 2018. 

 

The surplus water supply may be estimated by subtracting average daily water production from the 
maximum daily water production rate. The surplus water amount will vary by month based upon the 
expected demand and daily pumping run time. A summary of the theoretical water production surplus by 
month is shown in Figure 6. The smallest surplus daily production was estimated to be 48,578 gallons per 
day and occurred in June. The largest surplus daily production was estimated to be 67,356 gallons per day 
and occurred in October. 
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8 

 
Figure 6. Theoretical Daily Production Surplus by Month. 

It is important to keep in mind that these projected surplus capacities are approximate averages over typical 
months. Actual available surplus on any given day will depend on the actual characteristics at the time. The 
other factors evaluated (water right allocation, pump theoretical maximum rates, bypass flow rates, chlorine 
contact time, additive requirements, and pressure drop across the filter trains) do not appear to be limiting 
factors to water production rates. 

8. Conclusions  

The Trinidad Water Treatment Plant and treatment process was evaluated under multiple production rates to 
identify factors limiting production and to determine the theoretical effective maximum water production 
capacity of Trinidad’s drinking water production facility under current conditions. Of all the factors evaluated, 
turbidity breakthrough in the filters (and associated filter backwash) and decreases in the wetwell water 
elevations were limiting factors. Turbidity breakthrough on the filters stops the production of water and 
necessitates the backwashing of the filters. This condition is most noticible during the winter storm period 
when the turbidity of the raw water from the creek is higher. Faster pumping rates cause the filter trains to 
foul quicker and shorten the runtimes of the filters before they need to be backwashed. The flow rate of 105 
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gpm allowed for sufficient runtime on the filter trains and allowed enough time between backwash cycles to 
process and discard the backwash water. 

When turbid water from the creek is drawn into the creek bed the suspended sediments clog the void spaces 
between the gravels and causes a restriction to subsurface flow. The restriction of creek water migrating 
through the creek bed gravels and subsequently flowing into the wetwell leads to the lower water levels in 
the wetwell. This condition is exacerbated during the higher pumping rates. Restrictions on the flow into the 
wetwell is exacerbated by higher raw water turbidity from the creek, especially during storm events.  

With a treatment plant production rate of 105 gpm and a maximum daily production run time that varied from 
18 to 22 hours per day the daily maximum treatment plant production is between 48,578 and 67,356 gallons 
per day. This is much less than the City’s annual allocation of water under the two appropriative permits of 
337 acre-feet per year (just under 110 million gallons per year). Based upon a demand and production 
analysis, there is a theoretical surplus of  up to approximately 48,000 gallons per day of supply to meet 
future service requests. How many and what type of service request can be accommodated will depend on 
how many and what type of requests there are as well as long term raw water supply characteristics, City 
water facilities characteristics, and operational practices. 

It should be noted that current water demand are met with the existing water treatment plant staff and 
facilities. Increasing the pumping rates and total amounts of water produced will certainly require additional 
efforts in treatment plant staff time, pumping electrical costs, maintenance costs, monitoring costs, and 
chemical costs. While the increased water production rates are possible the increased costs associated with 
the increase should be considered. These impacts were not evaluated in this analysis. 

The current City water system includes two water tanks. These tanks provide storage that allow the plant to 
be operated with minimal staffing and does not require multiple daily or night shifts to meet the daily demand. 
In the event of a break down at the plant or a break in a water line, there is typically capacity in the tanks to 
meet the existing daily demand while the problem is resolved. The existing surplus capacity may then be 
used to “catch up” and refill the storage tanks. This ability to handle emergency situations is decreased when 
the surplus supply is allocated to other customers and may make recovery difficult or limit service until the 
problem is resolved.  

Future supply allocations should also consider the need for firefighting demand. The existing water tanks and 
supply lines currently serve the City’s fire demand needs. It is not known if the existing system meets today’s 
standards for fire protection flows. Any future supply allocations should include an analysis of storage and 
pipe system capacity to meet the fire demands of the new allocation.  

Increased supply and demand through the existing system may impact the disinfection process of the water 
supply system. While the chlorine contact basin will certainly meet the chlorine contact time requirements, 
this evaluation did not consider the potential impacts on the chlorine residual or chlorine byproducts 
throughout the entire water delivery system. The operation of the water delivery system is very dynamic and 
City staff quite artfully operate the system to ensure a safe chlorine residual throughout the delivery system 
while minimizing the formation of chlorine byproducts. Any changes to the production, storage, and delivery 
of new water services should include an evaluation of the delivery and storage system with regards to 
disinfection and disinfection byproducts. 
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9. Recommendations 

During the process of performing the pumping tests and evaluating the results there were a couple of 
performance items that should be evaluated. 

The fluctuations in the wetwell water levels does not appear to be consistent with our understanding of how 
water enters the wetwell. This may indicate that subsurface conditions in the creek may vary with stream 
flow or the water level transducer or volume calculation are not functioning as expected. Erroneous reading 
from the wetwell level can cause the treatment plant to shut down prematurely.  It is recommended that an 
evaluation of the wetwell water level transducer and volume calculation be verified. 

It is also recommended that the flocculator be evaluated. In discussions with City staff it is clear that the 
flocculator does reduce sediment in the raw water as designed but it is not clear that it is functioning as 
indicated in the manufacturer’s equipment specifications. Therefore an evaluation of how the flocculator is 
functioning should be performed to see if there are any modifications that could be made to increase its 
performance. Increased performance from the flocculator should decrease the turbidity of the raw water 
entering the filter trains. Less sediment entering the filters will allow longer runtimes between filter backwash 
cycles. Making changes to increase the performance of the flocculator could decrease operation costs and 
may increase production rates.  

The findings and operational issues presented in this memorandum should be discussed and confirmed with 
the operators and engineers. This analysis and recommendations were limited to considering the theoretical 
effective maximum water production capacity of Trinidad’s drinking water production facility under current 
conditions. This memo does not address policy issues related to providing additional connections or 
obligating the City to provide additional water. This analysis did not consider or address potential water 
storage needs, distribution network needs, nor any risk analysis of different system components. It is 
recommended that the City evaluate their policy for considering additional service requests. Additional 
evaluations are needed before making obligations for additional water supply to meet future service 
requests.  
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May 8, 2019 

 

Thalden Boyd Emery Architects 

Via Email: dnejelski@thalden.com 

1133 Olivette Executive Parkway 

St. Louis, MO 63132 

 

Attention: David Nejelski, Principal 

 

Subject:  Hyatt Place – Trinidad, CA  

 

David: 

 

We have evaluated the anticipated water usage for the proposed Hyatt Place Trinidad, CA hotel addition project 

and offer the enclosed results of our findings. We estimate that the maximum water use per day will be 14,184 

gallons per day.  The calculations were based off of our previous experience in hotel design and construction. In 

addition, typical hotel occupancy times and common area uses along with GPM flow diversities were accounted for 

using the ASHRAE Modified Hunters Curve flow charts. Tank type 1.6 GPF water closets and 2.5 GPM showers were 

used in the hotel rooms, along with flush valve water closets and reduced flow faucets for the public restrooms. 

The bars and kitchen venues were analyzed based on size, usage and typical food service equipment installations. 

On-site laundry usage is not included in the calculation summary. Should the owner decide to implement a grey 

water recovery system to supplement the guest room toilets, they could see up to a 15% reduction in water used 

per day. 

 

Please let us know if require any additional information.  

 

Respectfully, 

FEA Consulting Engineers 

 

Boyd L. Erickson, Jr., CPD 

Vice President/Principal 

 

Enclosure 

 

Cc: Paul Erickson, FEA 

 

 



Project: Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Date: 4/15/2019

Calculation: Water Usage Calculation (ESTIMATED)

Client: TBE Architects

Area Peak GPM GPD Average GPM

Podium 66 9,504 20

Hotel 130 4,680 39

Total Peak GPM Total GPD Total Average GPM

196 14,184 59

Summary



Project: Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Date: 4/15/2019

Calculation: Water Usage Calculation (ESTIMATED)

Client: TBE Architects

FIXTURE QUANTITY FIXTURE UNITS TOTAL

Water Closet 1.6 GPF Flush Valve 6 5 30

Urinal 1.0 GPF Flush Valve 2 4 8

Lavatory 6 1 6

Service Sink 1 3 3

Hose Bibb 1 2.5 2.5

Each Additional Hose Bibb 4 1 9

Water cooler 1 1 1

Kitchen (Small) - (see attached calculation) 1 15 15

Bar 1 - (see attached calculation) 1 7 7

Bar 2 - (see attached calculation) 1 7 7

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS: 88.5

SYSTEM TYPE: Flush Valve

PEAK DEMAND (GPM): 66

Podium



Project: Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Date: 4/15/2019

Calculation: Water Usage Calculation (ESTIMATED)

Client: TBE Architects

FIXTURE QUANTITY FIXTURE UNITS TOTAL

Water Closet 1.6 GPF Flush Tank 100 2 200

Lavatory 100 1 100

Service sink 5 3 15

Shower 100 2 200

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS: 515

SYSTEM TYPE: Flush Tank

PEAK DEMAND (GPM): 130

Hotel (100 Rooms)



Project:

By: FEA Date: 4/15/2019

Checked: PDE Date: 4/15/2019

Area: Kitchen

Item Type QTY CW F/U Total

Hand Sink 2 1 2

Service Sink 0 3 0

Blender Station 0 3 0

Work Table 0 3 0

Kettle 0 2 0

Iced Tea 0 1 0

Coffee Brewer 0 1 0

Juice Maker 0 1 0

Espresso Maker 0 1 0

Carbonator 0 1 0

Steam Kettle 0 2 0

Soup/Wok Range 0 2 0

Counters (all) Sink 0 2 0

Dump/Service Sink Sink 0 3 0

Glasswasher Washer 0 0 0

Soiled Dishtable Faucet 0 2 0

Two Compartment Sink Sink 0 3 0

Underbar Assembly Sink 0 1 0

Prep Table Sink 0 2 0

Fill Faucet Faucet 0 3 0

Ventilator 0 0 0

Three Compartment Sink Sink 1 4 4

Chef's Counter 0 1 0

Dishwasher Washer 1 6 6

Braising Pan 0 2 0

Pot Fill faucet 0 3 0

Pre Rinse 0 3 0

Scrapper 0 1 0

Lavatory 0 1 0

Janitor's Sink/Mop 1 3 3

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS 15

DOMESTIC DEMAND (GPM) 32

 (FIXTURE UNITS TO GPM CONVERSION) Flush Valve

Project Information

Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Kitchen (small) - Fixture Unit Calculation

Kitchen/Bar Water Requirements

Cold Water



Project:

By: FEA Date: 4/15/2019

Checked: PDE Date: 4/15/2019

Area: Kitchen

Item Type QTY CW F/U Total

Hand Sink 4 1 4

Service Sink 0 3 0

Blender Station 0 3 0

Work Table 0 3 0

Kettle 0 2 0

Iced Tea 0 1 0

Coffee Brewer 0 1 0

Juice Maker 0 1 0

Espresso Maker 0 1 0

Carbonator 0 1 0

Steam Kettle 0 2 0

Soup/Wok Range 0 2 0

Counters (all) Sink 0 2 0

Dump/Service Sink Sink 1 3 3

Glasswasher Washer 1 4 4

Soiled Dishtable Faucet 0 2 0

Two Compartment Sink Sink 0 3 0

Underbar Assembly Sink 0 1 0

Prep Table Sink 0 2 0

Fill Faucet Faucet 0 3 0

Ventilator 0 0 0

Three Compartment Sink Sink 1 4 4

Chef's Counter 0 1 0

Dishwasher Washer 0 6 0

Braising Pan 0 2 0

Pot Fill faucet 0 3 0

Pre Rinse 0 3 0

Scrapper 0 1 0

Lavatory 0 1 0

Janitor's Sink/Mop 0 3 0

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS 15

DOMESTIC DEMAND (GPM) 32

 (FIXTURE UNITS TO GPM CONVERSION) Flush Valve

Project Information

Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Bar 1 - Fixture Unit Calculation

Kitchen/Bar Water Requirements

Cold Water



Project:

By: FEA Date: 4/15/2019

Checked: PDE Date: 4/15/2019

Area: Kitchen

Item Type QTY CW F/U Total

Hand Sink 4 1 4

Service Sink 0 3 0

Blender Station 0 3 0

Work Table 0 3 0

Kettle 0 2 0

Iced Tea 0 1 0

Coffee Brewer 0 1 0

Juice Maker 0 1 0

Espresso Maker 0 1 0

Carbonator 0 1 0

Steam Kettle 0 2 0

Soup/Wok Range 0 2 0

Counters (all) Sink 0 2 0

Dump/Service Sink Sink 1 3 3

Glasswasher Washer 1 4 4

Soiled Dishtable Faucet 0 2 0

Two Compartment Sink Sink 0 3 0

Underbar Assembly Sink 0 1 0

Prep Table Sink 0 2 0

Fill Faucet Faucet 0 3 0

Ventilator 0 0 0

Three Compartment Sink Sink 1 4 4

Chef's Counter 0 1 0

Dishwasher Washer 0 6 0

Braising Pan 0 2 0

Pot Fill faucet 0 3 0

Pre Rinse 0 3 0

Scrapper 0 1 0

Lavatory 0 1 0

Janitor's Sink/Mop 0 3 0

TOTAL FIXTURE UNITS 15

DOMESTIC DEMAND (GPM) 32

 (FIXTURE UNITS TO GPM CONVERSION) Flush Valve

Project Information

Hyatt Place - Trinidad, CA

Bar 2 - Fixture Unit Calculation

Kitchen/Bar Water Requirements

Cold Water




