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Comments for Appeal Number 2004-14 (LCDP 20-013 SPR 20-017)

City project to revitalize Belmont Pier Plaza by removing one unhealthy Coral Tree and
replacement LED lighting, new planter palette, interpretive and wayfindng signage
walkway mural, relocated bicycle racks and refreshed paint, located in the Park ® and
Belmont Pier Planned Development District (PD-2)

In 2009, the CA Coastal Commission and the City of Long Beach approved application 5-
08-187 which is a tree trimming policy for all state tidelands and beaches within the City of
Long Beach. This policy states that no tree used for nesting within the last 5 years shall
be trimmed or removed unless it is a danger to public safety. Photos taken by me on June
22 show what appears to be a nest in the tree to be removed. There were also numerous
bird droppings around the tree, indicating it is being used for nesting and roosting.

The City proposes to remove this mature Coral tree which Psomas, the arborists hired by
the City, found to have a healthy root system; a leafy 45 foot canopy and no visible pests.
There was concern about a crack in one branch and bark sloughing, with a moderate
likelihood of tree failure on a scale of low, moderate, high or extreme. Their suggested
solution was to put a fence within the drip-line of the tree to prevent any risk to the public.
Additional options to removing the tree included pruning all weakly attached and
overextended branches; install a cable and bracing system; or retain the tree and monitor
its condition once a year. The Zoning Administrator stated the other options were too
expensive, although monitoring the condition is less costly than removing the tree. We ask
that other options be tried before removing this important coastal LED. (Please see
attached photo of this magnificent Coral tree.)

All of the other ‘sprucing up’ activities of the Belmont Pier can be achieved without
removing this tree. However, the LED lighting should not be placed under the trees. This
light shining up into the trees is disrupting to nesting and roosting birds. (See Ecological
Consequences of Artificial Night Lighting, edited by C. Rich and Travis Longcore.) In a
recent e-mail from Dr. Longcore, he states “The only real way to fix uplighting is to not
have uplighting. It is not good for birds to have lights shining up at their nests.

Some research was just published that shows that a change in color of the lights can help
for some bird species but not others. Here is a press release for the paper.”

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/07/200723115902.htm
and the paper:
https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(20)30937-4

We suggest that if this permit is approved that it be stipulated the LED lights not be placed
to shine up into the trees and the color be amber, not white.

Ann Cantrell, Treasurer,
Citizins About Responsible Planning/CARP
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