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W12
Prepared March 05, 2020 (for the March 11, 2020 Hearing)
To:
Commissioners and Interested Parties
From:
Kate Huckelbridge, Deputy Director
Subject: Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy
Director's Report for March 2020
The following coastal development permit (CDP) waivers, immaterial CDP amendments,
CDP extensions, emergency CDPs, and negative determinations for the Energy, Ocean
Resources and Federal Consistency Division are being reported to the Commission on
March 11, 2020. Pursuant to the Commission’s procedures, each item has been
appropriately noticed as required, and each item is also available for review at the
Commission’s office in San Francisco. Staff is asking for the Commission’s concurrence on
the items in the Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy
Director’s report, and will report any objections received and any other relevant information
on these items to the Commission when it considers the report on March 11th.
With respect to the March 11th hearing, interested persons may sign up to address the
Commission on items contained in this report prior to the Commission’s consideration of this
report. The Commission can overturn staff’s noticed determinations for some categories of
items subject to certain criteria in each case (see individual notices for specific
requirements).
Items being reported on March 11, 2020 (see attached)
Waivers
• 5-19-1290-W, Los Angeles County Public Works Department – Construction of three
new injection wells, (three Locations along Valley Drive in the City of Hermosa Beach)
Immaterial Amendments
• 9-17-0408-A2, 24 Community Pipeline Safety Initiative (CPSI) Projects (Project Trees
and Brush Removal (Within The Coastal Zones Of Humboldt County And The City Of
Arcata)
• E-12-012-A3, Santa Barbara Mariculture - native mussel cultivation (0.75 Miles Offshore
Coast Of Santa Barbara, Fish & Game Lease # M-653-02)
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Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy Director's Report
Negative Determinations and No Effect Letters
Administrative Items for Federal Consistency Matters
• ND-0001-20, Bureau of Land Management, Action: Concur, 2/24/2020
Replace one bridge and remove a second bridge across San Vicente Creek on the
BLM’s Cotoni-Coast Dairies Property near Davenport in Santa Cruz County.
• ND-0003-20, Department of the Navy, Action: Concur, 2/21/2020
Replace three existing wind turbines with three taller wind turbines in the same location
on the U.S. Navy's San Clemente Island, Los Angeles County
• ND-0007-20, Department of the Navy, Action: Concur, 2/21/2020
Three 10x40' docks in a T formation to provide water-side access to construction
laydown space, reviewed previously as part of CD-0002-18. Docks would be temporary,
in place for up to two years
• ND-0032-19, Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District, Action: Concur, 2/10/2020
2020 maintenance dredging of the federal Bar, Entrance, and North Bay Channels in
Humboldt Bay, with dredged material disposal at the Humboldt Open Ocean Disposal
Site.
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February 26, 2020

Coastal Development Permit De Minimis Waiver
Coastal Act Section 30624.7
Based on the project plans and information provided in the permit application for the
development described below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives
the requirement for a Coastal Development Permit pursuant to Section 13238.1, Title 14,
California Code of Regulations. If, at a later date, this information is found to be incorrect or
the plans revised, this decision will become invalid; and, any development occurring must cease
until a coastal development permit is obtained or any discrepancy is resolved in writing.
Waiver:

5-19-1290-W

Applicant: Los Angeles County Public Works Department

Location: Three locations along Valley Drive in the City of Hermosa Beach, Los Angeles County.
Proposed Development
Construct three new injection wells and close three existing wells as part of the West Coast
Barrier Project, which operates a series of wells to reduce seawater intrusion into several
aquifers underlying part of the Los Angeles region. The project also includes an informational
kiosk explaining the Barrier Project.
Background
The West Coast Barrier Project consists of about 150 injection wells and 300 observation wells
located between Los Angeles International Airport and Palos Verdes. The Barrier Project is
operated by multiple local governments and water districts to reduce seawater intrusion into
the underlying 200-Foot Sand, Silverado, and Lower San Pedro aquifers and to protect water
supplies.
Project Description
The applicant proposes to construct three new injection wells, each within a few dozen feet of
existing wells that are now at the end of their service life. The new wells would be about 275 to
325 feet deep and developed with 12-inch stainless steel casings. The existing wells would be
grouted and closed in place. The three locations of both the new and existing wells are within
the Valley Drive Greenbelt near Gould Avenue, near 24th Street, and near 28th Street in the City
of Hermosa Beach, all located about 1,000 feet from the shoreline. The kiosk would be located
near the well site just south of Gould Avenue.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT
AMENDMENT
Coastal Development Permit Amendment No. 9-17-0408-A2

February 27, 2020
To:

All Interested Parties

From:

John Ainsworth, Executive Director

Subject:

Permit No. 9-17-0408 granted to Pacific Gas & Electric Company for:
Vegetation maintenance, including tree removal and clearing of woody
vegetation in riparian, wetland and upland habitats, along 33 buried natural
gas pipeline segments.

Project Site: 24 individual project sites in unincorporated Humboldt County (20 sites) and
the City of Arcata (4 sites).
The Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission has reviewed a proposed
amendment to the above referenced permit, which would result in the following change(s):
Implementation of a 10-year program of on-going vegetation maintenance at
the previously treated project locations.

FINDINGS
Pursuant to 14 Cal. Admin. Code Section 13166(b) this amendment is considered to be
IMMATERIAL and the permit will be amended accordingly if no written objections are
received within ten working days of the date of this notice. If an objection is received, the
amendment must be reported to the Commission at the next regularly scheduled
Commission hearing.
Background
On July 13, 2017, the Commission approved Coastal Development Permit (CDP) No. 917-0408, authorizing PG&E to perform vegetation maintenance along 24 segments of
existing, buried gas pipeline right-of-way (ROW) in Humboldt County and the City of
Arcata. The work sites were distributed along a 16-mile long length of the coastal zone
between Arcata in the north and College of the Redwoods in the south.
At each of the project segments, all woody vegetation within five feet of the pipeline (a 10foot-wide strip) and all trees out to 14 feet (a 28-foot wide strip) were removed in order to
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improve emergency access, allow for pipeline inspection and maintenance, and reduce
the risk that deep-rooted vegetation would damage the anti-corrosion “wrap” that
surrounds the pipeline. The permitted work is a component of PG&E’s statewide
Community Pipeline Safety Initiative (CPSI), is necessary to address pipeline safety
concerns and improve emergency access in accordance with utility standards and federal
law, and is considered a repair and maintenance activity under the Coastal Act. The
Commission subsequently approved CDP Amendment No. 9-17-0408-A1 (September 13,
2017) authorizing similar vegetation maintenance at an additional nine sites.
In total, the project resulted in the removal of approximately 300 trees and the clearing of
1.3 acres of woody vegetation within upland, riparian and wetland habitats spread across
the 33 individual pipeline ROW segments. Because the project would result in the
removal of vegetation and other adverse impacts within coastal wetlands and
environmentally sensitive habitat areas (ESHA), and would require the removal of mature
native trees, the Commission imposed special conditions requiring compensatory
mitigation consisting of the restoration of 4.15 acres of riparian habitat and the planting of
372 native riparian trees, 0.53 acres of wetland habitat and the planting of 385 native
conifers. The mitigation is governed by a Habitat Mitigation Plan (HMP) that has been
approved by the Executive Director, and following completion of the required elements of
the HMP, project impacts will be considered to be fully mitigated.
Project Description
PG&E proposes to implement an on-going program of vegetation maintenance along the
previously-treated pipeline segments (listed in Table 1 of CDP No. 9-17-0408). The nature
of the proposed work is consistent with that authorized under the original CDP. Woody
vegetation that has resprouted or regrown since the previously-authorized removal work
would be trimmed back to within six inches of the ground, while vegetation in the
herbaceous layer would be left intact. Vegetation maintenance would occur only at the
previously authorized sites and within the previously-treated footprints. If PG&E wishes to
expand vegetation maintenance activities to new areas, or to extend the period of
authorization beyond 10 years, it will apply for a new CDP or amendment.
Analysis
This amendment has been considered "immaterial" for the following reason(s):
(1) Vegetation removal will occur only within previously-treated areas; no new impacts
to wetlands, ESHA or significant vegetation will occur.
(2) The special conditions of CDP No. 9-17-0408 remain in force, including the
following measures which will ensure the protection of coastal resources and
consistency with Coastal Act policies:
• Pre-project biological surveys for sensitive species protection
• Use of a qualified biological monitor during project activities
• Establishment of work-area boundaries to avoid encroachment into sensitive
habitats
• Adherence to a Nesting Bird Protection Program
• Stream and water quality protection BMPs
• Adherence to a Spill Prevention and Response Plan
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• Protection of archaeological resources
(3) Proposed work would not affect public access or coastal recreation areas.
If you have any questions about the proposal or wish to register an objection, please
contact Joseph Street at the phone number provided above.

cc: Commissioners/File
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT
AMENDMENT
Coastal Development Permit Amendment No. E-12-012-A3
To:

All Interested Parties

From:

John Ainsworth, Executive Director

Subject:

Permit No. E-12-012-A1 granted to Santa Barbara Mariculture
Company for: installation and operation of a 72 acre shellfish aquaculture
facility off the coast of Santa Barbara.

Project Site: 0.75 miles offshore coast of Arroyo Burro County Beach Park in Santa
Barbara; State Water Bottom Lease No. M-653-02
The Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission has reviewed a proposed
amendment to the above referenced permit, which would result in the following
change(s):
Addition of California native mussel (Mytilus californians) to the list of
shellfish species approved for cultivation at Santa Barbara Mariculture
Company’s offshore aquaculture facility.
FINDINGS
The Executive Director has determined this amendment to be IMMATERIAL within the
meaning of section 13166(b) of the Commission’s regulations. 1 Pursuant to section
13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial amendment is received at
the Commission office listed above within ten (10) working days of mailing said notice,
the determination of immateriality shall be conclusive, and the amendment shall be
approved (i.e., the permit will be amended as proposed).
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial
amendment is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive
director determines that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the
Coastal Act or certified local coastal program if applicable, the amendment shall not be
effective until the amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its next

1

The Commission’s regulations are codified in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.
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Notice of Proposed Immaterial Permit Amendment
E-12-012-A3
regularly scheduled meeting. If any three Commissioners object to the executive
director’s designation of immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to
the Commission to be reviewed as a material amendment at a subsequent Commission
meeting. If no three Commissioners object to the executive director’s designation of
immateriality, that designation shall stand, and the amendment shall become effective.
Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial
amendment is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive
director determines that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal
Act or a certified local coastal program if applicable, the amendment application shall be
referred to the Commission to be reviewed as a material amendment at a subsequent
Commission meeting.
The Executive Director has determined this proposed amendment to be "immaterial" for
the following reason(s):
-

-

-

-

All planting, inspection and harvest activities would be carried out consistent with
the relevant marine resource protection conditions and requirements of CDP No.
E-12-012-A1, Water Quality Certification Number 34218WQ41 and Department
of the Army Permit No. SPL-2018-00684-TS.
The species proposed to be cultivated (Mytilus californianus) is endemic and
native to the California marine environment and abundant on wave exposed
rocky shorelines throughout Santa Barbara County.
Cultivation of this species would not result in any changes to the cultivation
equipment and aquaculture operations approved by the Commission in CDP No.
E-12-012-A1.
Santa Barbara Mariculture Company’s 2019 Benthic Survey and Biofouling
Monitoring Report demonstrated that its operation has not resulted in alteration
of the seafloor habitat within its lease area or other adverse impacts to marine
biological resources.

If you wish to register an objection to the processing of this amendment application as
an immaterial amendment, please send the objection in writing to the address above.
If you have any questions about this notice, please contact Cassidy Teufel at (805) 5851825.

cc: Commissioners/File

