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GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR   STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
ENERGY, OCEAN RESOURCES AND FEDERAL CONSISTENCY DIVISION 
45 FREMONT STREET 
SUITE 2000 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94105-2219 
(415) 904-5200 FAX (415) 904-5400 
WWW.COASTAL.CA.GOV 

F9 
To:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 

Prepared July 2, 2020 (for the July 10, 2020 Hearing) 

From:  Kate Huckelbridge, Deputy Director 
Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy 
Director's Report for July 2020  

Subject: 

The following coastal development permit (CDP) waivers, immaterial CDP amendments, 
CDP extensions, emergency CDPs, and negative determinations for the Energy, Ocean 
Resources and Federal Consistency Division are being reported to the Commission on July 
10, 2020. Pursuant to the Commission’s procedures, each item has been appropriately 
noticed as required, and each item is also available for review at the Commission’s office in 
San Francisco. Staff is asking for the Commission’s concurrence on the items in the 
Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy Director’s report, and 
will report any objections received and any other relevant information on these items to the 
Commission when it considers the report on July 10th. 
 
With respect to the July 10th hearing, interested persons may sign up to address the 
Commission on items contained in this report prior to the Commission’s consideration of 
this report. The Commission can overturn staff’s noticed determinations for some 
categories of items subject to certain criteria in each case (see individual notices for 
specific requirements).  
 

Items being reported on July 10, 2020 (see attached) 
 
Immaterial Amendment 

• 9-15-0531-A5, Conversion of Building 6 from office space to a mix of office space, a 
Care-on-Site medical examination room, and an indoor firearm training range (PG&E, 
Humboldt Bay Power Plant, Eureka County). 

 
Negative Determinations and No Effect Letters  
Administrative Items for Federal Consistency Matters 

• ND-0012-20, Department of the Navy, Action: Concur, 6/30/2020  
Construct beach boardwalk at Beach Lab Property, Naval Support Activity Monterey, 
Monterey County. 
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Energy, Ocean Resources and Federal Consistency Division Deputy Director's Report 
 
 

 
• ND-0015-20, National Park Service, Action: Concur, 6/26/2020  

Prisoners Harbor campground development, Santa Cruz Island, Channel Islands National  
Park, Santa Barbara County.  
 

• ND-0017-20, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Action: Concur, 6/30/2020 
Gunpowder Point Sweetwater Marsh trails improvements, San Diego Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex, San Diego County. 

 
• ND-0020-20, Bureau of Land Management, Action: Concur, 6/30/2020 

Ma-le'l Dunes South access road paving, Ma-le'l Dunes Cooperative Management Area, 
Humboldt County. 

 
• ND-0021-20, Federal Aviation Administration, Action: Concur, 6/30/2020 

Remedial soil and groundwater investigation at remote transmitter/receiver site, Santa  
Barbara County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR 
 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
45 FREMONT, SUITE 2000 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105-2219  
FAX (415) 904-5400  
TDD (415) 597-5885 

 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED IMMATERIAL PERMIT 

AMENDMENT 
 

Coastal Development Permit Amendment No. 9-15-0531-A5 
 
 
June 12, 2020 
 
To:  All Interested Parties 
 
From:  John Ainsworth, Acting Executive Director 
 
Subject: Permit No. 9-15-0531-A5 granted to Pacific Gas & Electric Company for:   

Implementation of the Final Site Restoration Plan for the Humboldt Bay 
Power Plant (HBPP) 

 
Project Site: 1000 King Salmon Ave., Eureka, CA  95503 (APN: 305-131-35)   
 
The Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission has reviewed a proposed 
amendment to the above referenced permit, which would result in the following change(s): 
 
 PG&E proposes to modify CDP 9-15-0531 to permit the conversion of Building 6 

from office space to a mix of office space, a Care-On-Site medical examination 
room, and an indoor firearm training range.  Proposed construction activities for 
Building 6 (located within Area 2e – ISFSI Support) are mostly internal to the 
building but also include infill of doors and windows in the range location and 
relocation of entrance doors.  Construction of the firearm training range will also 
include installation of sound-proofing elements to reduce exterior sound 
pressure.  These elements include installation of 3-inch thick acoustic insulation 
in the ceiling cavity, use of acoustic ballistic tiles, and construction of a steel stud 
wall on the interior to allow for installation of acoustic insulation within the wall 
cavities and acoustic ballistic tiles on interior walls.          

  
FINDINGS 
 
Pursuant to 14 Cal. Admin. Code Section 13166(b) the Executive Director has determined 
that this amendment is considered "immaterial" for the following reason(s): 
 

Biological and Marine Resources:  Building 6 is located within the Humboldt Bay Power 
Plant (HBPP) Core area in a highly developed portion of the site.  CDP 9-15-0531 
approved re-use of Building 6 as part of the Final Site Restoration Plan.  The proposed 
amendment would change the use of the building to include use as a firearm training 
facility.  This area has supported industrial uses for many years and does not support 
environmentally sensitive habitat.  Furthermore, construction activities will be mostly 
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internal to the building and will be conducted amidst other decommissioning activities.   
Nevertheless, PG&E has proposed to conduct pre-construction biological and nesting 
surveys in accordance with Special Condition #2 to ensure the protection of any 
sensitive species or habitats. If any sensitive species or habitats are identified at the 
site, PG&E will conduct biological monitoring during any project-related activities at the 
site to ensure protection of biological resources. In addition, the measures outlined in 
the Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) required by Special Condition #1 extend to 
all construction activities and thus will be implemented as needed during construction 
activities.  The purpose of these measures is to avoid or minimize impacts to coastal 
waters, wetlands, and biological resources from stormwater runoff. 
 
In addition, PG&E has agreed to incorporate sound-proofing materials when 
constructing the firearm training facility to minimize the potential for adverse noise-
related effects on current and future wildlife and habitat in the vicinity.  PG&E 
conducted a sound monitoring study analyzing ambient sound levels at the site and 
potential sound levels associated with a firearm range.  The study indicated that 
anticipated noise levels from the range would be within the existing ambient sound 
range for the site.  The study also included recommendations for incorporating sound 
mitigation materials and strategies to further reduce sound levels associated with the 
range.  These measures include: (1) installation of 3-inch thick acoustic insulation in 
the ceiling cavity, (2) use of acoustic ballistic tiles, and (3) adding a 3 and 5/8-inch steel 
stud wall spaced one inch from the external block wall in the interior of the shooting 
range and installation of 3-inch thick acoustic insulation in the wall cavity and 
installation of acoustic ballistic tiles on the interior finish of the walls.  PG&E has agreed 
to implement these measures to further reduce the potential for noise-related impacts 
from the firearm range.  With these measures incorporated, the Executive Director has 
determined that impacts to biological and marine resources will be minor and the 
project will maintain the quality of coastal waters, streams and wetlands, and, for the 
reasons stated above, will be consistent with Sections 30230, 30231 and 30233 of the 
Coastal Act.  

 
Public Access:  The PG&E HBPP site is not open to public access.  However, there are 
public trails on the northern portion of the site near the edge of the Bay, and the Bay 
supports recreational boaters and other watercraft.  The measures listed above, 
including implementation of sound mitigation materials will reduce sound levels outside 
of the building to within ambient sound levels.  To further ensure that nearby public 
access and recreation is not adversely affected by noise coming from the proposed 
firing range, PG&E has agreed to implement the following measures.   
 

Public concerns are received by PG&E from multiple 
pathways.  Regardless of the means of communication, when a 
concern or complaint regarding noise from the Building 6 indoor 
weapons training facility is received by facility representatives, the 
following actions will be initiated: 
1.    Document the complaint. 
2.    Contact the complaining party to fully understand the issue. 
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3.    Contact the Coastal Commission to discuss the complaint and 
possible resolution. 

4.    Respond to complaining party. 
5.  If multiple complaints are received, after reviewing complaints 

and consulting with Coastal Commission, consider whether a 
more rigorous investigation is warranted. 

6.  If needed, after consulting with Coastal Commission, obtain a 
subsequent permit amendment to incorporate additional sound 
proofing, curtailment of facility operation hours, and/or other 
action(s) necessary to ensure impacts to public access and 
recreation are avoided. 

 
With these measures in place, the Executive Director has determined that the project will 
protect public access and recreational opportunities and for the reasons stated above, will 
be consistent with Section 30201 of the Coastal Act.   
 

Immaterial Permit Amendment  

Pursuant to Title 14, Section 13166(b) of the California Code of Regulations, the Executive 
Director has determined this amendment is IMMATERIAL.  

Pursuant to section 13166(b)(1), if no written objection to this notice of immaterial 
amendment is received at the Commission office within ten (10) working days of mailing 
said notice, the determination of immateriality shall be conclusive and the amendment 
shall be approved.  

Pursuant to section 13166(b)(2), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial 
amendment is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive 
director determines that the objection does not raise an issue of conformity with the 
Coastal Act or certified local coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment shall 
not be effective until the amendment and objection are reported to the Commission at its 
next regularly scheduled meeting. If any three (3) Commissioners object to the executive 
director’s designation of immateriality, the amendment application shall be referred to the 
Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c). Otherwise, the immaterial 
amendment shall become effective.  

Pursuant to section 13166(b)(3), if a written objection to this notice of an immaterial 
amendment is received within ten (10) working days of mailing notice, and the executive 
director determines that the objection does raise an issue of conformity with the Coastal 
Act or a certified local coastal program if applicable, the immaterial amendment application 
shall be referred to the Commission for action as set forth in section 13166(c).  

If you wish to register an objection to the processing of this amendment application as 
an immaterial amendment, please send the objection via email to 
EORFC@coastal.ca.gov or in writing to the address above. 
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If you have any questions about this notice, please contact Kate Huckelbridge at the 
number above. 
 

Cc:  File 
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