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Prepared June 25,2020 (for the July 08, 2020 Hearing)

To: Commissioners and Interested Parties
From: Karl Schwing, South Coast District Deputy Director
Subject:  South Coast District Deputy Director's Report for Orange County for July 2020

The following coastal development permit (CDP) waivers, immaterial CDP amendments, CDP
extensions, and emergency CDPs for the South Coast District Office are being reported to the
Commission on July 08, 2020. Pursuant to the Commission’s procedures, each item has been
appropriately noticed as required, and each item is also available for review at the Commission’s South
Coast District Office in Long Beach. Staff is asking for the Commission’s concurrence on the items in
the South Coast District Deputy Director’s report, and will report any objections received and any other
relevant information on these items to the Commission when it considers the report on July 8th.

With respect to the July 8th hearing, interested persons may sign up to address the Commission on items
contained in this report prior to the Commission’s consideration of this report. The Commission can
overturn staff’s noticed determinations for some categories of items subject to certain criteria in each
case (see individual notices for specific requirements).

Items being reported on July 08, 2020 (sce attached)

Waivers

*  5-20-0204-W, Newport-Mesa USD chain-link fence (Terminus Of Whittier Ave.)
« 5-20-0209-W, 721 Beachcomber Drive (Seal Beach)

* 5-20-0228-W, Surfside Rental Properties I, LLC (Seal Beach)

» 5-20-0334-W, Crystal Cove State Park (Laguna Beach)

Immaterial Extensions
* 5-82-291-A5-E3, S.H.C. Laguna Niguel, I, LLC (Dana Point)

Emergency Permits

« G-5-20-0021, Roof repairs at 31361 Coast Hwy (Laguna Beach)
« (-5-20-0008, Fuel Modification (Laguna Beach)
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Coastal Development Permit De Minimis Waiver
5-20-0334-W (California Dept of State Parks and Recreation)

John Ainsworth, Amber Dobson
Executive Director District Manager
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EMERGENCY PERMIT

Issue Date: June 25, 2020
Emergency Permit No: G-5-20-0008

APPLICANT:
City of Laguna Beach Fire Department
505 Forest Ave., Laguna Beach, CA 92651

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY:

Hobo-Aliso Canyon Area: East of Barracuda Way and Loretta Drive (City-designated Fuel
Modification Zone 10); and Adjacent to northern terminus of Marilyn Drive and Driftwood
Drive, and east of Driftwood Drive and Ocean Vista Drive (City-designated Fuel
Modification Zone 11), City of Laguna Beach, Orange County (APNs: 056-240-62, 056-
240-67, 056-240-68, 656-035, 03, 656-191-40, 056-240-54, 056-240-56, 056-240-57, 056-
240-65, 656-071-13, and 656-071-18))

EMERGENCY WORK:

Vegetation removal as necessary to reduce fire hazards at City-designated Fuel
Modification Zones (FMZ) 10 and 11. For FMZ 10, proposed vegetation removal is limited
to hand removal in areas identified as maritime chaparral, disturbed maritime chaparral,
maritime chaparral/coastal sage scrub, coastal sage scrub, and disturbed coastal sage
scrub; goat grazing will be permitted in areas with non-native grassland and ornamental
vegetation. As for FMZ 11, all vegetation removal will be limited to hand removal.

PERMIT RATIONALE

This letter constitutes approval of the emergency work you or your representative has
requested to be completed at the location listed above. | understand from your information
that an unexpected occurrence in the form of a fire hazard due to the growth of non-native
fire-prone vegetation requires immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage to
life, health, property or essential public services. 14 Cal. Code of Regs. Section 13009.
The Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby finds that:

(a) An emergency exists that requires action more quickly than permitted by the
procedures for administrative or ordinary coastal development permits (CDPs), and that
the development can and will be completed within 45 days unless otherwise specified by
the terms of this Emergency Permit; and

(b) Public comment on the proposed emergency development has been reviewed if time
allows.

The emergency work is hereby approved, subject to the conditions listed on the attached
pages.



CcC:

Local Planning Department

June 25, 2020
Emergency Permit No.: G-5-20-0008

Sincerely,

John Ainsworth
gtivDobuSigned by:

Byt Karl Schwing, Deputy Director, Orange
B9690DD756CA4C4...

Enclosure: Emergency Permit Acceptance Form
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Emergency Permit No.: G-5-20-0008

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1.

The enclosed Emergency Permit Acceptance form must be signed by the permittee and
returned to our office within 15 days.

Only that work specifically described in this permit and for the specific property listed above
is authorized. Work in Fuel Modification Zone 10 is limited to the upper area identified in
Exhibit A, and is not authorized in the lower area of this zone. Any additional work requires
separate authorization from the Executive Director. This emergency permit shall not be
construed as authorizing any unpermitted development previously undertaken on the
subject property.

All work shall take place in a time and manner to minimize any potential damages to any
resources, including wildlife.

The work authorized by this permit must be completed within 45 days of the date of this
permit, unless extended in writing by the Executive Director for good cause.

The applicant recognizes that the emergency work is considered to be temporarily
authorized pursuant to this permit. Within 90 days, the applicant must apply for a regular
coastal development permit for the work undertaken pursuant to this permit as part of an
ongoing plan to assess and address, as necessary, fire hazards on the property, and to
mitigate for impacts to coastal resources. A regular permit would be subject to all of the
provisions of the California Coastal Act and may be conditioned accordingly.

In exercising this permit, the applicant agrees to hold the California Coastal Commission
harmless from any liabilities for damage to public or private properties or personal injury
that may result from the project.

This permit does not obviate the need to obtain necessary authorizations and/or permits
from other agencies, including but not limited to the California Department of Fish &
Wildlife, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

For FMZ 10, all vegetation removal shall occur by hand in areas identified as maritime
chaparral, disturbed maritime chaparral, maritime chaparral/coastal sage scrub, coastal
sage scrub, and disturbed coastal sage scrub; goats shall only be used in areas with non-
native grassland and ornamental vegetation (maintained or non-maintained) and only for
the minimum amount of time necessary to achieve the City’s targets for fuel reduction in
these areas. Grazing Treatment Protocols shall be implemented as detailed in the
document titled Laguna Beach Treatment Protocols for Fuel Modification Zones Subject to
Coastal Development Permitting. In order to achieve the City’s targeted 50% reduction in
fuel loading, native plants may be removed in areas where native plant coverage is
comprehensive or nearly comprehensive. In areas where native plants are mixed with non-
native plants, non-native plants shall be removed first to reach the targeted reduction in fuel
loading.

For FMZ 11, all vegetation removal shall occur by hand; no goats will be used. No native
plants will be removed including, but not limited to, all native woody species, native bunch
grasses, and all special status plant species (e.g. big-leaved crownbeard (Verbesina
dissita)) at the project site.
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Emergency Permit No.: G-5-20-0008

Non-native plant cuttings and seeds removed as part of the subject fuel modification
activities shall be removed from the site and shall not be left on the soil where they remain
a seed source. When a biologist determines that a plant has already gone to seed, and
where seeds are already on the ground, the applicant is not required to collect such seeds.

All vegetation removal shall be limited to the area within 100 feet of any combustible
primary structures. The applicant shall notify all affected property owners to coordinate the
fuel modification on all affected properties.

Special status plant species (e.g. big-leaved crownbeard (Verbesina dissita)) at the project
site shall not be disturbed. Both native and non-native plants that are required overstory to
big-leaved crownbeard, located within the proposed work area, will be flagged for
avoidance by work crews, and protected under the guidance of a qualified biologist who
shall be on site during all plant removal activities. The minimum area preserved as
overstory shall be the area within 15 feet surrounding the big-leaved crownbeard. Non-
natives within 15 feet of crownbeard which are not providing overstory for the crownbeard
may be removed.

Root systems of native perennial plants shall be left intact to preserve soil stability.

Within 48 hours prior to commencement of fuel modification activities, a qualified biologist
shall conduct a biological survey for any special status plant species including, but not
limited to, big-leaved crownbeard, cliff spurge (Euphorbia misera), fish’s milkwort (Polygala
cornuta var. fishiae), and western dichondra (Dichondra occidentalis) and any nesting birds
and special status animal species such as nesting gnatcatchers. All special status plant
species identified shall be flagged prior to commencement of fuel modification activities. If
an active nest of any bird species is documented, no fuel modification activities within 300
feet of the nest shall be allowed until the chicks have fledged.

All work shall be conducted by qualified contractors with experience in fuel modification
activities within sensitive habitat. A minimum of one qualified biologist for each three
contractors shall be present on-site and shall monitor all fuel modification activities. If work
is phased so that workers remain grouped in one area, then the ratio of 1:3 may be
reduced. Workers may collect (rake and haul) plant matter which has already been trimmed
without the supervision of a biologist.

Prior to commencement of work, pre-project biological conditions shall be documented via
photographing the site, mapping, and other appropriate documentation. Post-project
conditions shall be similarly documented and an analysis prepared identifying all impacts to
native plant species caused by the proposed project. While no native plants or their non-
native overstory are proposed to be impacted, any such inadvertent or unexpected impacts
to native plants, or non-native plants that are overstory to and necessary for the survival of
big-leaved crownbeard, shall be mitigated. The pre- and post-project biological condition
documentation shall be submitted in conjunction with the follow-up regular CDP application,
along with a mitigation plan if adverse impacts to native plants occur.

PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF FUEL MODIFICATION ACTIVITIES, the permittee shall
submit for the review and written approval of the Executive Director, final plans depicting
the areas where work is proposed to occur taking into consideration all the requirements
and limitations established under these conditions of approval, including but not limited to
the areas where goats will be utilized, said areas being restricted to areas dominated by
non-native grasses or ornamental vegetation. Such plans shall accurately depict the
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18.

19.

location and physical extent of native plants to be avoided and flagged pursuant to these
conditions of approval. The applicant shall provide written notification to the Executive
Director of the date and time that the work will commence at least two (2) business days
prior to commencement of the work. Work shall not commence without the written
authorization of the Executive Director.

The applicant shall coordinate with Southern California Edison to gain access to the site
through the locked gate. The gate shall be locked at the conclusion of each day's activities.

The applicant shall avoid fuel modification in any identified active restoration areas,

including the following:

A. The applicant shall coordinate all activities with the OCTA or OCTA’s designated land
manager and shall install field markers to delineate the maximum boundaries of the
FMZ, as well as the OCTA Pacific Horizon Preserve Boundary. In the event that any
active restoration area within the OCTA Pacific Horizon Preserve (Exhibit B) is
disturbed in the course of or as a result of the proposed work, the applicant shall take all
steps necessary, in a timely fashion, to return the disturbed restoration area to the
condition in which it existed prior to the disruption caused by the applicant.

B. The applicant shall avoid fuel modification in the Hometown America Restoration Site
(Ref: CDP No. 5-13-471) (see Exhibit C). The applicant shall install field markers to
delineate the maximum boundaries of the FMZ, as well as the Hometown America
Restoration Site. In the event that any active restoration area within the Hometown
America Restoration Site is disturbed in the course of or as a result of the proposed
work, the applicant shall take all steps necessary, in a timely fashion, return the
disturbed restoration area to the condition in which it existed prior to the disruption
caused by the applicant.

C. The applicant shall avoid fuel modification in the Southern California Edison pole
maintenance and removal and habitat restoration area (Ref: CDP No. 5-17-0506) (see
Exhibit D). The applicant shall install field markers to delineate the maximum
boundaries of the FMZ and the Southern California Edison pole maintenance and
removal and habitat restoration area. In the event that any active restoration area within
the SCE pole maintenance and removal and habitat restoration area is disturbed in the
course of or as a result of the proposed work, the applicant shall take all steps
necessary, in a timely fashion, return the disturbed restoration area to the condition in
which it existed prior to the disruption caused by the applicant.



Location of Emergency — City-designated FMZ 10:

Fuel Modification Zone 10 (Upper)

Coastal Commission
Exhibit A
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Location of Emergency — City-designated FMZ 11:

Fuel Modification Zone 11

Coastal Commission
Exhibit A
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OCTA Pacific Horizon Preserve

<€— OCTA Pacific Horizon Preserve
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Exhibit B
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Hometown America Restoration Site

Hometown America Restoration Site
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SCE Pole Maintenance and Removal and Restoration Areas

Coastal Commission
Exhibit D
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