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Farallon Isands Attachment –Th 11b 
 
Ms Wan—Brodifacoum is the worst chemical being put in the worst place.  There are 
alternatives, which staff dismisses without real analysis, or a combination of many of these 
alternative methods, which isn’t analyzed at all.  All the negative arguments staff makes against 
the alternatives could be applied to brodifacoum (Toxin).  Staff argues that relocation the 
Burrowing owls is too disturbing to them, but how is it more disturbing than eating poison or 
poisoned prey.   
The studies and ratio of failure of prior applications is muddled.  On its face, staff says 700 of 
1200 instances are successful – that is a 43% failure rate.  The report cites rodent eradications 
at a 41% failure rate --- but mixes rats and mice eradications together --- and rat eradication is 
easier than mouse.  The statistics cited are confusing at best.Where is the specifics on moouse 
eradication on other islands. 
Ms Wan and Mr. Charter discussed prior island eradications that failed:  Hawaii in 2017, Wake 
Island in 2012, Anacapa (cited as a success in staff report, which mr. Charter said was an 
attempt to eradicate rats and PRESERVE mice and thus, is not applicable here).   All of these 
prior efforts had severe effects on wildlife and th ocean.  They said that all monitering of these 
events stopped after 5 years so the truth of eradication isn’t known. 
There are 30,000 gulls on the island.  25% go back and forth to SF.  Many will die in SF, but 
there is no way of accounting for those that die over the ocean.   
Hazing is not proven effective.  F&W would have to keep gulls away for 3 mos to ensure the 
poison is not active on the island.  If, as EPA letter states, 90% can be kept away by hazing, and 
that 17oo gull deaths are acceptable, how do  you reverse course once you approach 1700.   
The monitoring conditions are insufficient.  Mr. Charter served on the Sanctuary Council for the 
Farallons and helped draft the Enter and Injure provision which would fine anyone whose entry 
to the island injures wildlife.  This eradication project meets the enter and injure conditions. 
The monitoring condition is also not sufficient since the Applicant is the only group that can 
enter the island and is then monitoring themselves. They are exclusively reporting their results. 
The Bait Spill Plan is not developed.  Mr. Charter cites several instances where there has been 
spillage, and F&W didn’t have a contingency plan.  The method here is a primitive technique 
wherein a swingin buckt hangs from a helicopter.  Spill are common. 
All contingency plans need to be worked out before a permit is granted so the Commission can 
analyze.  An Independent Monitor must be a condition of approval.   
No discussion appears in the report of why it is ok to kill between 1,000 – 3,000 gulls, risk the 
ingestion of other wildlife of the poison or poisoned animals, poison washing into the ocean 
from rainfall (as it is proven will happen since rainfall runs downhill and is expected to “dilute” 
the poison on the island) --- why it is ok here and not in Malibu, not in many other LCP’s and not 
in many states that are banning it’s use 
We are probably 2 years away from a good fertility control product.  There are successful 
treatment for cats on the market now.  If mice are concentrated on, can do it too.  Why not use 
efforts to control the mouse population now until this more acceptable technique is on the 
market.  
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Who We Are and Why Weʼre Here

Nick Holmes
Lead Scientist for Island 
Conservation, The Nature 
Conservancy

Gregg Howald
Island Conservation 
(formerly), 27 years of 
experience eradicating 
invasive species on ~50 
islands

Brad Keitt
Director Oceans & Islands, 
American Bird Conservancy

Pete Warzybok
Farallon Program Manager, 
Point Blue Conservation 
Science





Farallon Islands Ecosystem in Crisis

Ashy Storm-petrel Farallon Salamander Native vegetation

Islands are a unique and special ecosystem

Wildlife threatened and ecosystem out of balance due to the 
presence of introduced mice

We must restore the islands to protect wildlife and enhance 
resiliency to climate change



“The purpose of this project is to meet the 
Serviceʼs management goal of eradicating 
invasive house mice from the Farallon 
Islands National Wildlife Refuge in order to 
eliminate their negative impacts on the 
native ecosystem of the South Farallon 
Islands.”

--Final EIS submitted by FWS, spring 2019

Project Purpose



• USFWS conducted a rigorous NEPA process

• Aerial broadcast of brodifacoum is the only 
option

• Contraceptive baits are not a viable option.



Night and Day Difference

One-time conservation use
vs

Repeated use on mainland



The Choice
Do nothing and watch the Farallon 
ecosystem continue to suffer

OR
Take action and support eradication using a 
controlled, one-time use of rodenticide



diise.islandconservation.or
g



Anacapa Island

Howald et al 2009, Newton et al. (2016)

Scripps's murrelet Ashy Storm-petrel



PLACEHOLDER

A Refuge Restored



Other Supporters of the Farallones Restoration

Conservation
                Action
                     League



Q&A
For more information: 

RestoreTheFarallones.org
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