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Certification of the LCP Amendment is subject to the following modifications. Text 
added to the City’s proposed zoning code by the suggested modification is bold and 
double-underlined, and text suggested to be deleted is struck through twice and in 
bold. Only those subsections of the LCP Amendment for which modifications are being 
suggested are shown below. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 1 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 1 Village Character, proposed Policy 24, Page 45, modify as 
shown below: 

24. Implement planting and landscape improvements described in the Landscape and
Scenic Highways Resource Document as outlined below in #25-32. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 2 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 1 Village Character, proposed Policy 27, Page 46, modify as 
shown below: 

27. Encourage the creation of pocket parks and community gardens, where feasible.
Community gardens should be privately operated and maintained. (LSHE Policy 1.6)

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 3 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 3 Downtown Commercial Uses, proposed Policy 13, Page 59, 
modify as shown below: 

13.16. ProhibitAllow outdoor entertainment except on a case-by-case with a 
Temporary Use Permit (TUP) when conditioned to minimize impacts to the 
surrounding neighborhood basis. Discourage outdoor entertainment in mixed-use 
properties when the mix includes office space and/or residences. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 4 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 4 Parking, Circulation and Public Transit, Pages 65-67, modify 
the following excerpts as shown below: 

As part of the PMP efforts, adjustments to summer parking meter and parking lot 
rates have been implemented through a Pilot Pricing Program (PPP) since 2014 
on an annual basis in an effort to reduce the occupancy level to 85 percent, and 
cover costs of the City’s public transit system, including the free trolley program. 
Over the course of the multi-year PPP, the City collected parking occupancy data 
to understand the elasticity of the pricing program. Through continual 
implementation of this strategy, with the goal of achieving occupancy levels of 85 
percent or less, the City may gradually increase parking rates each year during 
the summer months, up to a maximum of 25 percent of the prior year’s parking 
rate. A substantial increase that exceeds 25 percent in any given year would be 
subject to review and approval of a coastal development permit. A five-year multi-
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phase parking rate structure for all public parking is permitted under CDP 20-
7564. 

The City continued the parking strategies in summer 2019, with the introduction of the 
Smart Parking Guidance project. Parking sensors have been installed throughout the 
Downtown that will enable collection of real-time parking occupancy data, monitoring, 
and evaluation to inform and validate parking decisions, including dynamic parking rate 
modifications in the future that will assist the City to meet the 85 percent target 
occupancy level. The best part of the project is that the ability to search for parking in 
real time is provided to residents and visitors through a mobile app. This will help to 
alleviate the circling in the Downtown looking for parking, thus reducing the congestion 
in downtown. Through implementation of the smart parking guidance system, the City 
will not only be better equipped with real-time parking occupancy data, but will also 
have the ability to adjust parking prices gradually and periodically. consistent 
with the rate structure described in the prior paragraph. The City will continue to 
periodically review a PMP for the summer months that outlines specific strategies to 
manage the Downtown parking supply efficiently. 

… 

One possible means to achieve a more efficient use of available parking is to continue 
to use the parking facilities of businesses after they have closed. This works particularly 
well for the parking lots of uses that are normally closed during the evenings and on 
weekends. Almost half of the available parking spaces in the Downtown are located in 
private commercial parking lots and are not always fully utilized during peak demand 
periods. Many downtown property owners and businesses currently operate paid 
parking lots to allow the general public to park on private property outside business 
hours. The City has successfully continued its shared parking program with the first 
Downtown shared parking lease initiated in 2019. The City will continue to identify 
opportunities for collaboration with privately held development to enter into shared 
parking lease agreements to allow for public use of private commercial parking spaces 
after business hours and during the peak summer months. 
… 

Enhancements to the Downtown are important in fostering a sense of place, community 
and vibrancy to the area. Valuable information was gleaned during the City’s trial 
implementation of a temporary parklet in 2016 and a temporary 
pedestrian plaza in 2017. Overall, the community expressed a desire to promote new 
activities and public spaces to meet, gather and experience the Downtown. Through 
adaptive re-use of public parking spaces on a limited or temporary or permanent 
basis, the City has the opportunity to accommodate enhancements such as a 
pedestrian promenade or street festivals through partial street closures, a parklet 
program, or other community desired events and activities within the Downtown. 
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SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 5 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 4 Parking, Circulation and Public Transit, proposed Policies 8, 9, 
& 12, Page 69, modify as shown below: 

8. Encourage efficient use of private parking spaces by encouraging privately held 
development owners to enter into shared parking lease agreements with the City to 
allow for public use of private parking spaces after business hours and during the peak 
summer months. These shared parking agreements may be needed for the limited or 
temporary adaptive re-use of public parking facilities for community-desired events and 
activities, including but not limited to, partial street closures and/or implementation of a 
parklet program during times of the year when an 85 percent target occupancy level is 
not achievable. 

9. Allow for the limited or temporary adaptive re-use of public parking spaces for 
community-desired events and activities during summer and non-summer months, 
provided that an 85 percent target occupancy level is not exceeded. The utilization of 
parking spaces will be offset by a parking program combination of parking rate 
adjustments, public/private shared parking agreements, transit services (free trolley 
program) with peripheral parking, and will be monitored for an 85 percent or less 
occupancy level by data collection efforts. The maximum number of public parking 
spaces utilized shall be based on the available supply and occupancy levels. Develop a 
traffic management plan that will address parking and circulation issues in the Central 
Business District, including a peripheral parking program for downtown employees, and 
that addresses all modes of transportation, including walking, biking, transit and 
automobile. The traffic management plan shall be subject to approval of a Local Coast 
Program amendment. 

12. Continue implementation of the smart parking guidance system that allows the City 
to collect real-time parking occupancy data to inform adjustments to rates for all public 
parking meters and lots in the Downtown Specific Plan Area. Parking rates may be 
adjusted gradually and periodically based on parking availability targets and actual 
vehicle occupancy. An substantial increase in any given year is subject to review and 
approval of a coastal development permit. The City will continue to periodically review a 
Parking Management Plan for the summer months that outlines specific strategies to 
manage the Downtown parking supply efficiently. Discourage the use of off-site parking 
to satisfy parking requirements until or unless such parking can be adequately 
monitored or replaced through a parking management program fee. A parking 
management program shall be subject to approval of a Local Coastal Program 
amendment. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 6 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 5 Municipal Services, proposed Policies 6 & 7, Page 73, modify 
as shown below and renumber any subsequent policies accordingly: 

6. Implement planting and landscape improvements described in the Landscape 
and Scenic Highways Resource Document. Establish a recommended plant list for 
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trees, shrubs, herbaceous materials and ground cover. When planting is not an option, 
painted faux landscaping is encouraged. 

7.6. Maintain and preserve existing street trees, and remove and replace damaged or 
dying trees in a timely manner in compliance with the Landscape and Scenic 
Highways Resource Document. Maintain the use of police foot patrols throughout the 
downtown. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 7 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 6 Hazards Planning, Topic 6 Policies, Page 76, add the 
following: 

7. Continue to implement floodplain management regulations pursuant to Laguna 
Beach Municipal Code Chapter 25.38 in the City’s Local Coastal Program. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 8 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 7 View Preservation, Policy 3, Page 77, modify as shown below: 

3. Consider impact of tree selection and maintenance of trees on views in compliance 
with the Landscape and Scenic Highways Element and Resource Document. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 9 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 8 Housing, Issue Statement and Discussions, 1. Existing 
Downtown Housing, Page 78, modify as shown below: 

Given the commercially-focused nature of downtown, the existing housing stock is 
primarily limited to multiple-family rental units. A majority of the single-family dwellings 
are older structures that add to the overall character of the area. Some of these 
buildings may be considered for placement on the City’s Historic Register and eligible to 
apply for preservation incentives. A concerted effort should be made to maintain the 
contribution these buildings make to the downtown. Economic pressure to convert these 
buildings from residential to commercial uses could result in the loss of these existing 
residences and encouragediscourage the development of new housing units in the 
downtown. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 10 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 8 Housing, Issue Statement and Discussions, 2. Affordable and 
Special Needs Housing, Page 79, modify as shown below: 

The City’s low‐to‐moderate income housing inventory totals 149159 units, and three out 
of sixseven affordable housing sites are located in the downtown. The table below 
provides a summary of the three projects developed downtown with a total of 75 
affordable housing units. In addition, there are 15 units located at 793 Laguna Canyon 
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Road housing approximately 50 students attending the Laguna College of Art and 
Design. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 11 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 9 Arts District, Page 82, third paragraph, modify as shown 
below: 

Architecturally, projects should be in scale with the surrounding topography and 
designed to respect the Laguna Canyon Creek flood control channel and ecology. In 
addition, projects need to be designed to serve as a transition between the rustic 
character of Laguna Canyon, as detailed in the Laguna Canyon Planning Study, and 
the more urban character of the downtown commercial core. Landscaping needs to be 
in accord with the standards established in the Landscape and Scenic Highways 
Element and Resource Document and should be compatible with the themes 
established in the Village Entrance design. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 12 
DSP, Chapter 3, Topic 10 Central Bluffs, proposed Policies 1, 2, & 8, Page 87, modify 
as shown below: 

1. Promote coordinated development that incorporates adopted special planning and 
design criteria for this area as outlined in Chapter 5 of the Central Bluffs section 
of this Downtown Specific Plan. Apply General Plan Urban Design standards of 
the Downtown Specific Plan to the Central Bluffs. 

2.4. EnhanceAugment Enhance existing view corridors and ensure that new 
development integrates viewshed opportunities. 

8.10. When a proposed Planned Integrated Development incorporates public amenities 
and/or benefits such as enhanced public access and pedestrian ambiance, consider 
offering flexibility in the application of the property development standards and special 
planning and design criteria applicable to this district as outlined in Chapter 5 of the 
Central Bluffs Section of this Downtown Specific Plan. If a proposed Planned 
Integrated Development incorporates amenities and/or benefits to the City beyond those 
required in the property development standards, then the City may consider and 
approve changes to the property development standards and special planning and 
design criteria as set forth in the Property Development Standards section of the Land 
Use District. These amenities and/or benefits should be ones that enhance the public 
access and enjoyment of the area. 
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SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 13 
DSP, Chapter 4 Urban Design, Streetscape Improvements, Page 100, first paragraph, 
modify as shown below: 

The streetscape contains all the necessary pieces that facilitate movement for all forms 
of transport. It is better to think of a streetscape as a “sum of its parts” that includes 
things like: sidewalks, street corners, trees, landscaping, planters, seating, public art, 
service spaces, and more. The best approach to creating a great streetscape is to make 
sure that this sum of parts interacts in unison. Forest Avenue, Ocean Avenue, Park 
Avenue and Broadway are the main Downtown streets upon which to focus streetscape 
improvements. While landscaping and street furniture should follow the guidelines 
in the Landscape and Scenic Highways Resource Document, each street should 
have its own palette relating to existing features along the roads. The 
improvements shown in figures 4.5 and in the photos on the following page are 
recommended to be included in the entire Downtown Laguna Beach area. Continue the 
improvements that are already in Downtown today, such as banners, street trees, on 
street parking, etc. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 14 
DSP, Chapter 4 Urban Design, Streetscape Improvements, Page 103, modify as shown 
below: 

Introduce flowering trees at key locations per the Landscape and Scenic Highways 
Element. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 15 
DSP, Chapter 4 Urban Design, Section 2.7 Building Light, Design Guidelines, Guideline 
No. 6, Page 128, modify as shown below: 

6. Follow the City’s standards for exterior lighting (Municipal Code Chapter 7.70 Good 
Neighbor Outdoor Lighting). 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 16 
DSP, Chapter 4 Urban Design, Section 3.1 Landscaping, Page 131, modify as shown 
below: 

7. Ensure that landscaping is consistent with the Landscape and Scenic 
Highways Element and Resource Document. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 17 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, Land Use Districts Map (Figure 5.1), Page 138, 
change the Land Use District from CDB-Office to Arts District for Parcel Nos. 641-262-
01 (306 3rd Street, Laguna Beach) and 641-262-02 (320 3rd Street, Laguna Beach). 
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SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 18 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, Allowed Uses And Permit Requirements Table, 
Page 139, remove the following annotation: 

“Please note: Permit requirements for different land uses may be changed by City 
Council Resolution on an annual or as needed basis. Please consult with City 
staff for current requirements.” 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 19 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, Allowed Uses And Permit Requirements Table, 
Page140, remove the following annotation: 

“Please note: Permit requirements for different land uses may be changed by City 
Council Resolution on an annual or as needed basis. Please consult with City 
staff for current requirements.” 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 20 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Office, Property Development Standards, No. 
C, Pages 142-143, modify as shown below: 

C. Building Height. Building height shall be as specified in the General Development 
Standards section of the 
Downtown Specific Plan except for the following: 

1. Second-Story ExemptionException. 
Subject to a conditional use permit, properties located in the CBD Office District 
may be allowed an exemptionexception for a second floor addition, provided the 
second floor addition is used for long-term low income, housing restricted to City 
employees, senior citizen, housing for the disabled, or business and 
professional offices exclusive of medical or dental offices. The maximum height of 
such a building (per the Building Height definition), including roof, chimneys, vents, 
mechanical equipment, mechanical enclosures, elevator shafts, stairways and other 
such structural elements required for the operation of the building, shall be 24 feet. 
(See also “Special Finding, Second-Story ExemptionsExceptions.”) 
2. Exception to Allow Additional Building Height for Civic-Related Uses. 
Exceptions to allow additional building height for civic-related uses may be 
approved by the Planning Commission. Approval requires a Conditional Use Permit 
that makes all of the following findings in addition to those otherwise required by 
LBMC Title 25: 

a. The project is intended for civic-related uses. 
b. The project contributes to a diversity of building styles and heights in the CBD 
Office District. 
c. The project emphasizes the pedestrian orientation and village character that 
has been established in the Downtown. 
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d. The building envelope does not exceed thirty-six (36) feet in elevation at its 
highest point as measured from existing grade and including all roof elements 
and mechanical features that meet the goals of the CBD Office District. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 21 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Central Bluffs, Special Planning and Design 
Criteria, No. 3.c, Page 147, modify as shown below: 

c) A 25-foot pedestrian easement shall be dedicated for public pedestrian use as 
a condition of development as defined in LBMC Chapter 25.53. All areas 
oceanward of and including the 25-foot pedestrian easement shall be dedicated to the 
City as a condition of development as defined in Section 25.53 of the Municipal Code. 
All areas oceanward of and including the 25-foot pedestrian easement shall be 
dedicated to the City as a condition of development as defined in Section 25.53 
of the Municipal Code. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 22 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Central Bluffs, Special Planning and Design 
Criteria, No. 4.b, Page 147, modify as shown below: 

b) The 25-foot easement may be used for public outdoor dining in conjunction with 
approved restaurants subject to conditional use permit approval, provided that 
pedestrian movement is not impeded. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 23 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Central Bluffs, Property Development 
Standard H.1, Page 150, modify as shown below: 

1. Expansions of existing structures or any new development (as defined in LBMC 
Chapter 25.53) shall be required to dedicate a 25-foot pedestrian access and utility 
easement as described on the attached mapas described on the attached map. 
The 25-foot easement may be reduced and/or relocated if public access is 
improved as part of a Planned Integrated Development. This easement may be 
used for outdoor dining in conjunction with approved restaurants and other 
pedestrian-related activities as permitted within this Land Use District. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 24 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Central Bluffs, Property Development 
Standard I.2, Pages 151-152, modify as shown below: 

2. If a proposed Planned Integrated Development incorporates significant amenities 
or benefits, including, but not limited to the above, then the City may consider some 
or all of the following incentives: 
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a) Bluff top pedestrian access easement flexibilityaveraging. The bluff top setback 
requirements pedestrian access easement may be modifiedaveraged, if 
topography warrants. However, in no instance shall the minimum width of the 
setbackeasement be less than fifteen feet and in no case shall development 
either create or contribute to erosion problems or geologic instability of the site or 
surrounding areas or inhibit public access. Design solutions shall in no case 
include destruction of cliffs and bluffs by excavation or other means. 
b) Additional building height exception. Additional building height may be permitted 
subject to approval of a Conditional Use Permit; however, in no instance shall the 
maximum building height exceed twenty-four feet above the curb elevation or from 
existing grade. Height variations shall be used to enhance public viewshed and 
accessprotect coastal views and to minimize building mass and bulk. Building 
height averaging. The building height limit may be averaged; however, in no 
instance shall the maximum building height exceed twenty-four feet from existing 
grade. Height averaging shall be used only to enhance public viewshed and 
access and to minimize building mass and bulk. 
c) Side yard setback redistribution. The side yard setback requirements may be 
modified to allow for a “zero” setback on one side, if the opposite side is increased 
to equal the size of the two required yards. 
d) Outdoor dining facilities such as furniture located on roof decks may be 
allowed to exceed the maximum building height by not more than eight feet, 
subject to Planning Commission Design Review approval. 
e) The City Council may consider reducing permit and/or development fees. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 25 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, CBD Central Bluffs, Property Development 
Standard I.2, following Page 152, add Exhibit E back into the DSP: 
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SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 26 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, General Development Standard E.1, Page 153, 
modify as shown below: 

1. Building Height. 
Building height (per the Building Height definition in Municipal Code Section 
25.08.016) shall not exceed 12 feet and 1 floor. Notwithstanding the Building Height 
definition Exception (4), The maximum height, including roof, chimney, vents, 
mechanical equipment, mechanical enclosures, elevator shafts, stairways and other 
such structural elements required for the operation of the building shall not exceed 
an additional six (6) feet if approved by the design review authority. Compensatory 
height exemptionsexceptions may be granted for those properties where the first 
habitable level must be raised above the floodplain elevation. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 27 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, Findings Required for Conditional Use Permits 
Within the Downtown Specific Plan Boundaries, Page 160, modify as shown below: 

E. Special Finding, Second-Story ExemptionsExceptions 
The following special finding is required for exemptionsexceptions to the height limit 
as permitted under the Building Height Standards section. 

1. Granting of the Conditional Use Permit will not result in an incremental or 
cumulative effect of second-story exemptionsexceptions that adversely affect 
either the scale, character or diversity of building heights in the downtown or the 
public views of the beach, ocean and hillsides. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 28 
DSP, Chapter 5 Land Use Districts, Definitions, Page 161, after the definition for 
“Change of Use” add the following: 

Civic-Related Use 
A civic-related use is defined as a use providing for public functions; includes 
government offices and related facilities, community centers, hospitals, libraries, 
museums, public parking facilities, park uses, and public swimming pools. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 29 
DSP, Chapter 6 Implementation, Implementation Measures, Measures 12 and 17, Page 
167, modify as shown below: 

12. Implement planting and landscape improvements described in the Landscape 
and Scenic Highways Resource Document. 

17. Investigate opportunities for the limited or temporary adaptive re-use of public 
parking spaces for community-desired events and activities during summer and 
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non-summer months, provided that an 85 percent target occupancy level is not 
exceeded. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 30 
Throughout DSP, Renumber policies, measures, page numbers, etc., as appropriate. 

SUGGESTED MODIFICATION NO. 31 
Title 25 (City of Laguna Beach’s Municipal Code) of the certified IP, Section 25.40.010 
(Intent and Purpose), modify as shown below: 

Section 25.40.010 (Intent and Purpose) 
(A) The intent and purpose of this chapter is to establish a specific plan for the 
downtown area pursuant to the authority of Article 9, Chapter 3 of Division 7 of the 
California Government Code. It is recognized that there is a need for a comprehensive 
planning program to address the unique issues associated with the community’s 
downtown area and that this need is best served through the establishment of a specific 
plan for the downtown. The Downtown Specific Plan contains goals and policies, 
downtown design guidelines, land use districts and development standards all of which 
form the development regulations for the specific plan area. All other ordinances and 
sections of the Laguna Beach Municipal Code shall also apply to the downtown specific 
plan area, unless such standards are inconsistent with the provisions of the specific 
plan, in which case the specific plan shall apply. 

(B) As market trends and needs change from time to time, it may be beneficial to 
incentivize or to limit certain uses in the Downtown. As such, land use permitting 
requirements may be changed by City Council Resolution upon recommendation 
by the Planning Commission, on an as needed basis per staff/consultant 
recommendation. Review and changes, if any, to permitting requirements for different 
land uses may be subject to annual review and approval at noticed public hearings by 
the Planning Commission and City Council. (The “permitting requirements” referred 
to herein relate to local entitlements such as Conditional Use Permits, 
Administrative Use Permits, and Temporary Use Permits and do not relate to or 
affect coastal development permit requirements which are subject to the 
provisions of Chapter 25.07.) As applicable, changes to land usespermitting 
requirements that have been changed through Resolution must continue to adhere 
to the “Special Findings Required for Certain Uses” section of the Specific Plan due to 
their potential impact on the character of the Downtown. Changes to these permitting 
requirements require an LCP amendment. 
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City proposed changes to provisions in Title 15 of the certified LCP (Strikethrough-Insert 
Version) 

City additions are underlined. 
City deletions are struckthrough. 
 
 
 
 
25.16.050 (Minimum requirements for artists’ working and living units), Subsection (A)(1): 

(A)          Development Standards. The development standards of the applicable allowable zone 
identified in subdivision (1) shall be the development standards for an artist’s working and living 
development project. In the event of a conflict between the development standards set forth in 
the applicable allowable zone and the standards in this chapter, the provisions of this chapter 
shall take precedence. All artists’ working and living units shall be designed to comply with 
applicable building code standards. The type of art work created in an artists’ working and living 
unit shall be consistent with allowable uses and compatible with requirements of the zoning 
district in which it is located. The city reserves the right to perform on-site inspections to 
determine compliance with this chapter, the Artist Occupancy Permit and the conditional use 
permit. 

(1) Artists’ working and living units may be developed only in the following zones (collectively, the 
“allowable zones”), subject to a Cconditional Uuuse Pppermit: M-1A and M-1B Light Industrial, 
C-N Commercial-Neighborhood, LBP Local Business Professional, Downtown Specific Plan—
CBD-Civic Arts District, CBD-Office, CBD-Central Bluffs, CBD-1 Resident Serving, CBD-2 
Downtown Commercial, R-2 Residential Medium Density and R-3 Residential High Density. 
Artists’ working and living units are not allowed in any other zones in the City. 
… 
 

 
25.40.010 (Intent and purpose):  

(A) The intent and purpose of this chapter is to establish a specific plan for the downtown area 
pursuant to the authority of Article 9, Chapter 3 of Division 7 of the California Government Code. It is 
recognized that there is a need for a comprehensive planning program to address the unique issues 
associated with the community’s downtown area and that this need is best served through the 
establishment of a specific plan for the downtown. The Downtown Specific Plan contains goals and 
policies, downtown design guidelines, land use districts and development standards all of which form 
the development regulations for the specific plan area. All other ordinances and sections of the 
Laguna Beach Municipal Code shall also apply to the downtown specific plan area, unless such 
standards are inconsistent with the provisions of the specific plan, in which case the specific plan 
shall apply. 
(B) As market trends and needs change from time to time, it may be beneficial to incentivize or to limit 
certain uses in the Downtown. As such, land use permitting requirements may be changed by City 
Council Resolution upon recommendation by the Planning Commission, on an as needed basis per 
staff/consultant recommendation. Review and changes, if any, to permitting requirements for different 
land uses may be subject to annual review and approval at noticed public hearings by the Planning 
Commission and City Council. As applicable, land uses that have been changed through Resolution 
must continue to adhere to the “Special Findings Required for Certain Uses” section of the Specific 
Plan due to their potential impact on the character of the Downtown. 
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Original DSP Land Use Districts Map
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Proposed DSP Land Use Districts Map with annotations.  
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