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Cars Are Basic

Appeal of Coastal Development Permit




Page One

- California Coastal Act Section 30253(4) was enacted in 2007.

- California Coastal Act Section 30253(4) and City LCP/CLUP policy 3.1-26 both read “New
development shall minimize energy consumption and Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)”.

- California Public Resources Code 21174 states the Coastal Act controls when there is a conflict
between the Coastal Act and CEQA.

* Therefore, Coastal Act Section 30253(4) and city LCP/CLUP policy 3.1-26 supersedes CEQA rules
and guidelines when determining the level of VMT impacts allowed by the project.

* The City appears to be claiming that the project only has to meet CEQA requirements showing no
significant VMT impacts. The Coastal Act/city LCP/CLUP supercedes that CEQA requirement,
which would necessitate the city analyze and identify the project or project alternative that provides
the greatest minimization of VMT and energy consumption impacts.




Page Two

In 2017, a Revised EIR (REIR) for the Highway 101 HOV project was prepared to determine impacts of the VMT inducing HOV
project on intersections in the area of the HOV project. The proposed roundabout project was identified as a mitigation for the
increased VMT induced into the project intersection by the addition of HOV lanes on the highway.

Cars Are Basic (CAB) submitted an alternative to the HOV and roundabout construction project during the draft phase of the
HOV project REIR. We requested CalTrans study reducing VMT on Highway 101 as a method of reducing impacts to the project
intersection instead of a construction project. Caltrans refused to study our alternative. Our alternative was based on guidelines
that were then being developed for the implementation of SB 743. Our alternative would reduce VMT, while the project does not.

For almost 4 years, and during the hearing process for the project’s CDP, the city was asked to prepare an analysis of our
alternative’s VMT reductions, and compare those reductions with the VMT reductions of the proposed project. Our request was
made for the purpose of determining the project’s compliance with the City’s LCP/CLUP, which would necessitate the city
determine which project or project alternative provides the greatest minimization of VMT and energy consumption. The city
refused, and appears to be claiming that the CEQA requirement showing a less than significant impact from VMT supercedes the
LCP/CLUP policy that necessitates the city identify the project or project alternative that provides the greatest minimization of
VMT and energy consumption.




Page Three

. There are 2 substantial issues here:
1- The city appears to be claiming that CEQA supercedes the Coastal Act and the
City’s LCP/CLUP. CAB’s position is the Coastal Act and the City’s
LCP/CLUP control, as per Public Resources Code 21174. If the
project’s CDP is upheld by the CCC, that may set a precedent.

2- CAB’s position, which we have had for almost 4 years, is the city’s LCP/CLUP
necessitates the city identify the project or project alternative that achieves the greatest
minimization of VMT and energy consumption, and the city’s use of CEQA requirements
that offer a lower level of environmental protection is in error.
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Vicinity Map - Olive Mill Roundabout Project
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Council Agenda Report
Appeal Of The Planning Commission’s Approval Of A Coastal Development Permit For
The Olive Mill Roundabout Project

October 13, 2020
Page 2

A more complete project description, including bicycle and pedestrian improvements,
grading, and construction information is provided in the Planning Commission staff report
(Attachment 3).

The discretionary approval required for the project is a Coastal Development Permit
(CDP2019-00008) to allow the proposed development in the Non-Appealable Jurisdiction
of the City’s Coastal Zone (Santa Barbara Municipal Code §828.44.060). Council’s action
on the Coastal Development Permit is appealable to the California Coastal Commission
per Public Resources Code §30603(a)(5).

Background

The Project is located partly within the jurisdiction of the City of Santa Barbara and partly
within the jurisdiction of Santa Barbara County. The Olive Mill Road/Jameson
Lane/Highway 101 intersection was included for analysis in the 2017 South Coast 101
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes Project Revised Environmental Impact Report
(EIR)/Environmental Assessment (*101 HOV Revised Final EIR”), which analyzed
environmental impacts relating to the addition of a “high occupancy vehicle lane” (i.e.
carpool lane) to Highway 101 in each direction. Installation of a roundabout at the Olive
Mill Road/Jameson Lane/Highway 101 intersection was identified as a mitigation project
(among other mitigation projects requiring intersection improvements) for intersection
impacts that would occur as a result of the increased traffic from the Highway 101 HOV
(“carpool lane”) project. The Olive Mill roundabout is expected to reduce traffic delay and
improve the Level of Service (LOS) at the intersection from LOS F (extreme congestion
or considerable delays) to LOS C (minimal delays) (Traffic Operations Analysis Report,
Omni Means, November 2019).

The Project was officially submitted to the City Land Development Team on March 7,
20109.

On August 12, 2019 and November 18, 2019, the Project received conceptual review
comments at the joint design review meetings with the City’s Architectural Board of
Review and the Montecito Board of Architectural Review.

On August 20, 2020, the City Planning Commission and Montecito Planning Commission
held a special joint meeting to review the project. The City Planning Commission voted
6/0 to approve the project and made the required findings in support of the 101 HOV
Revised Final EIR Addendum and Coastal Development Permit (Attachment 4 — Planning
Commission Minutes and Resolution). The Montecito Planning Commission continued
their review of the project to September 16, 2020, at which time they voted 5/0 to approve
the project for portions within the County jurisdiction.
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Highway 101 HOV Santa Barbara and
Montecito Segments Map
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Qi, Isabel@Coastal

From: ST <tsbecker069@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 6:24 PM
To: Qi, Isabel@Coastal

Subject: Appeal

Attachments: US 101 Interchange.pdf

Please see attached additional documents for my appeal. | also wish to refer you to the Santa Barbara City Council
meeting of March 21, 2017, agenda item 7, which you can view on City Council archives.

Thank you
Tom Becker
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