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DATE:  May 20, 2021 
 
TO:  Commissioners and Interested Parties 
 
FROM:  Steve Hudson, District Director 
  Barbara Carey, District Manager  
  Jacqueline Phelps, District Supervisor  
  Isabel Qi, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: County of Ventura Minor LCP Amendment No. LCP-4-VNT-21-0016-1 

for Commission Action at its June 11, 2021 virtual hearing. 
 
 
AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION  
 
The County of Ventura is requesting that the Commission certify an amendment to the 
Implementation Plan/Coastal Zoning Ordinance (IP/CZO) portion of its certified Local 
Coastal Program (LCP). The LCP amendment modifies the crop production category in 
CZO section 8174-5 (Use Matrix) to add a reference to the recently adopted Industrial 
Hemp Regulations (attached). The referenced ordinance regulates the cultivation of 
industrial hemp on all unincorporated parcels that authorize crop production, and 
requires buffer zones between hemp crops and sensitive sites such as residentially 
zoned areas and schools, as well as expeditious harvesting and cleanup of outdoor 
hemp cultivation sites. The Industrial Hemp Regulations also include provisions 
addressing pollen control, security, signage, transportation of hemp, and enforcement. 
 
MINOR LCP AMENDMENT DETERMINATION 
 
Pursuant to Section 30514(c) of the Coastal Act and Section 13554(a) of the 
Commission’s regulations, the Executive Director has determined the proposed 
amendment is “minor” in nature. Section 13554(a) of the Regulations provides that a 
minor amendment includes, but is not limited to, changes which make the use as 
designated in implementing actions more specific, changes that do not affect the kind, 
intensity, or density of use, and changes that are consistent with the certified LUP.  
 
The County’s proposed modification is the addition of a reference to the certified 
IP/CZO. The subject amendment request, reflected in County Board of Supervisors 
Resolution No. 21-028 (attached) and in Ordinance No. 4574 (attached), represents 
changes to make the implementing provisions relating to the cultivation of industrial 
hemp more specific, and does not change the kind, location, intensity or density of uses 
allowed. The subject amendment would not modify permit requirements or the parcels 
where crop production is allowed. Further, the changes proposed in the subject 
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amendment are consistent with the certified LUP and the requirements of Chapter 3 of 
the Coastal Act. Therefore, the proposed amendment is considered “minor” as defined 
under Section 13554 of the Commission’s regulations.  
 
PROCEDURES 

Pursuant to Section 13551(b) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, a local 
government’s resolution for submittal of a proposed LCP amendment must indicate 
whether the local coastal program amendment will require formal local government 
adoption after Commission approval, or will take effect automatically upon the 
Commission’s approval pursuant to Public Resources Code Sections 30512, 30513 and 
30519.  In this case, the County has submitted the amendment as one that will take 
effect automatically upon approval by the Commission. If one third of the appointed 
members of the Commission requests, the determination of minor amendment shall not 
become effective and the amendment shall be processed as a major LCP amendment 
in accordance with 14 CCR Section 13555(b).  

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Section 13555 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations requires the Executive 
Director to prepare a report describing the proposed amendment and providing notice of 
the Executive Director’s determination the amendment is of a “minor” nature. Section 
13555 also requires the Executive Director to report to the Commission at the next 
meeting, his or her determination and objections to the determination, if any, that have 
been received within 10 working days. If one third of the appointed members of the 
Commission requests, the determination of minor amendment shall not become 
effective and the amendment shall be processed as a major LCP amendment in 
accordance with Section 13555(b). 

Notification of the proposed amendment will be mailed on May 27, 2021. The ten 
working-day objection period will therefore terminate on June 10, 2021. The 
Commission will be notified at the June 2021 meeting of any objections. 

Also, Section 30503 of the Coastal Act requires that maximum opportunities for public 
input be provided in preparation, approval, certification, and amendment of any LCP. 
The County held public hearings on the proposed LCP amendment on November 5, 
2020 and December 15, 2020. The hearings were noticed to the public consistent with 
Section 13515 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations and the County provided 
evidence of the measures taken to provide notice of their hearings, consistent with 
Section 13552 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. Notice of the subject 
amendment has been distributed to all known interested parties. 
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