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Taryn Kjolsing, P.E.               November 30, 2021 
Principal Engineer 
South Coast Water District 
31592 West Street 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651-6907 
 
Dear Taryn: 

 

Thank you for inviting Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. to be a co-applicant with South Coast Water 

District (SCWD) for the Lift Station 2 Project Coastal Development Permit. The Laguna 

Greenbelt is a non-profit organization with a long-standing history of conserving open space 

and restoring natural habitats in and around Laguna Beach. Our mission focuses on the 

preservation and acquisition of natural resources -- including upland habitats, fresh and sea 

water resources, marshlands, and the plants and animals native to them. Our projects and 

programs reflect the relatively narrow focus of our mission. For this reason, while we support 

SCWD’s efforts to enhance wastewater services within its service area and support the goals 

and intent of the Lift Station 2 Project, including the City of Laguna Beach’s associated Intertie 

Project, the role of a project proponent for a wastewater facilities project falls outside the 

scope of our mission. We therefore respectfully decline the invitation to be a co-applicant to 

the Lift Station 2 Project.  

 

However, as the landowner of open space immediately adjacent to SCWD’s property and the 

site of the Lift Station 2 project and recognizing the alignment of our mission with SCWD’s 

commitment to environmental stewardship, we acknowledge the need for entering into an 

active partnership with SCWD to ensure fulfillment of our respective goals. Rather than co-

applicants, we propose that SCWD and Laguna Greenbelt collaborate as co-stewards of the 

natural resources within our respective properties for the benefit of the general public.  

 

The property in our ownership is a 6.09-acre parcel of open space occupied by high quality 

coastal sage scrub and maritime chaparral habitats. It includes viable habitat for the California 

gnatcatcher and other protected species. Our property is contiguous to the regionally 

significant network of protected habitat that extends as far north as the I-5 Freeway and 

includes conservation areas in the City of Irvine, Laguna Laurel Regional Park, Sycamore Hills, 
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Protecting Open Space in Orange County since 1968 
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the Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park, the Irvine Coast Wilderness and Crystal Cove 

State Park. It augments and is a part of the central preserve system of South-Central Orange 

County. In the relatively near future, we look forward to the further enhanced habitat value of 

our property that would occur with restoration of the Aliso Estuary ecosystem as a result of the 

connectivity of the restored estuary with the upland habitat in our ownership. The linkage of 

estuarine and terrestrial upland habitats at this location has regional importance. It is the only 

location along the Laguna Coast where the Laguna Greenbelt and the Laguna Bluebelt can 

regain the direct connectivity that once existed all up and down the coast. 

 

The 1.2-acre SCWD property bordering our property to the south is uniquely positioned 

between two regionally significant natural resource areas. As such, the current and future use 

and activities on the SCWD site are a potential source of deleterious edge effects on the 

immediately adjacent habitats to the north and the south. Edge effects commonly derive from 

facilities and activities that generate noise, exterior lighting, vehicular traffic, and associated 

buildings, fences and hardscape that create barriers to wildlife movement. Offsite impacts such 

as drainage and runoff can also modify natural conditions and thereby reduce and/or degrade 

protected habitats. 

 

A well-defined collaboration of SCWD with Laguna Greenbelt should address these priority 

needs: 

1. Avoid any adverse effects of the Lift Station 2 Project on Laguna Greenbelt-owned 

habitat. 

2. Reduce adverse edge effects of existing SCWD activities and facilities on the adjacent 

habitat in our parcel to the maximum extent feasible. 

3. Collaborate to restore wildlife linkages between the upland terrestrial habitats north of 

SCWD’s property and the riparian and estuarine habitats of Aliso Creek.  

4. Coordinate with the Aliso Estuary Restoration Planning Team to facilitate restoration of 

the estuarine ecosystem and optimize the restoration’s ability to enhance adjacent 

terrestrial and coastal habitats. 

5. Partner with others (e.g., State Coastal Conservancy, City of Laguna Beach, other NGOs) 

to develop long-term strategies to address the management of properties adjacent to 

sensitive natural and restored ecosystems in a manner that is compatible with critical 

public services and infrastructure. 

6. Address the encroachment and modifications to the Laguna Greenbelt property 

proposed as part of the Lift Station 2 Project and necessary agreements and 

entitlements.  
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Thank you once again for reaching out to Laguna Greenbelt and extending the invitation to 

partner with SCWD. We look forward to defining next steps to develop our partnership in a 

manner that realizes our respective and shared goals. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Norm Grossman 

President 

Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. 

 

CC: 

Wendy Jung, City of Laguna Beach                     

Amber Dobson, California Coastal Commission           

Chiara Clemente, San Diego RWQCB                  

Joel Gerwein, State Coastal Conservancy                       

James Dinwiddie, Fifth District Supervisor, County of Orange              

 



Taryn Kjolsing, P.E.                September 27, 2022  

Principal Engineer  

South Coast Water District  

31592 West Street  

Laguna Beach, CA 92651-6907  

  

The Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. is a non-profit organization with a long-standing history of 

conserving open space and restoring natural habitats in and around Laguna Beach. Our mission 

focuses on the preservation and acquisition of natural resources -- including upland habitats, 

fresh and sea water resources, marshlands, and the plants and animals native to them. Our 

projects and programs reflect the relatively narrow focus of our mission.   

As stated in our letter dated November 30, 2021, we support South Coast Water District’s 

efforts to enhance wastewater services within its service area and support the goals and intent 

of the Lift Station 2 Project. including the City of Laguna Beach’s associated Intertie Project but 

we declined the invitation to be a co-applicant to the Project as it is beyond the focus of our 

mission. Nevertheless, we are eager to partner with the District in a way that honors our 

respective missions, advances our common goals to act as stewards of public resources, and 

enables construction of the lift station to move forward.    

The 6.09-acre property of natural habitat owned by Laguna Greenbelt immediately north of the 

District’s 1.2-acre property includes high quality coastal sage scrub and maritime chaparral and 

is classified as the City as a Water Quality Environmentally Sensitive Area (WQESA). As stated 

previously, the regional significance of our property is its role as a link to the regionally 

significant network of protected habitat that extends from South Laguna as far north as the I-5 

Freeway and then to the Cleveland National Forest.   

Our property includes a natural drainage course that the District proposes to modify with a 

grouted rock channel. In addition to channelizing the natural drainage, the District would 

periodically inspect and maintain the channel, remove debris after rain events, and occasionally 

remove or relocate rocks to maintain and repair the channel. The District proposes to access 

our property to construct and maintain the channel from the District’s adjacent property and 

requests Laguna Greenbelt’s consent to such access and encroachment.    

Laguna Greenbelt is willing to consent to the encroachment and grant long-term access to the 

District, subject to certain conditions (some of which were itemized in our November 30, 2021, 

letter) to be set forth in an agreement  and/or an easement or license negotiated with the 

District and mutually acceptable to both parties.     

Of the priorities listed in our November letter, several address site specific impacts to the 

drainage channel. Others cite the need for collaboration with the District to address existing 

impacts on habitat value and wildlife mobility resulting from uses on the District property and 

the site’s key position adjacent to regionally important habitat resources. The Laguna Greenbelt 

has long been a strong supporter of the project to restore the Aliso Creek Estuary (see Laguna 

Greenbelt letter, September 2014, attached). As noted in our previous letter, restoration of the 

estuary’s natural habitat would greatly enhance and restore the habitat value of our upland 

habitat, which was once seamlessly connected to the estuary without barriers or activities that 



inhibit wildlife movement. In its current state, the District property presents nearly continuous 

barriers to wildlife movement, in the form of buildings, fences and hardscape.   

The regional importance of habitats on our property, and its regionally significant location, lead 

us to deliberate very carefully when considering incursions and activities of adjacent land uses.  

Our mission, like that of the District, binds us to act in the interest of the public, whose 

threatened resources we hold in trust. Our hope is that the District, led by its Vision of 

“unsurpassed environmental stewardship” and a visionary Board of Directors, will partner with 

Laguna Greenbelt and others to develop a long-range plan to restore wildlife connectivity to the 

restored estuary from the adjacent upland Laguna Greenbelt property. The partnership we 

envision would enable South Coast Water District to develop a legacy of stewardship that 

recognizes the uniqueness of the site it currently occupies and its importance to public 

resources.     

We look forward to working with South Coast Water District’s Board of Directors in defining a 

partnership that benefits the citizens and ratepayers of South Laguna and ensures the health of 

natural ecosystems for years to come.  

Very truly yours,  

  

Norm Grossman  

President  

Laguna Greenbelt, Inc.  

    

CC

:  

Meg Vaughn, California Coastal Commission  

Dave Shissler, City of Laguna Beach  

  

Attachment: Laguna Greenbelt Letter, September 12, 2014  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  



  
  
September 12, 2014  
Douglas Bosco, Chair  
State Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300  
Oakland, CA 94612  
  
SUBJECT:  Aliso Creek Estuary Restoration Planning: Support  
  
Dear Mr. Bosco:  
  
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc., is a long time grassroots organization, dedicated for 46 years to the 
preservation of natural lands in Orange County, especially in the coastal canyons near Laguna  
Beach. Aliso Canyon is the southernmost canyon of a 22,000-acre ecosystem reserve, the Laguna 
Greenbelt.   
  
We have long hoped for the restoration of Aliso Creek and its historic wetlands. Over the last 50 
years, the Aliso Creek watershed has been extensively developed, and the creek shortened by 
straightening and channelizing. The estuary was significantly degraded and the coastal wetlands 
largely disappeared. The creek is actively down cutting, and eroding its banks. All prior creek 
projects, potential and actual, were about hardscape ‘improvements’ to protect pipes in the creek bed. 
The Aliso Creek Estuary Restoration Planning is different, and will focus on a plan to restore coastal 
wetlands – habitats for coastal wildlife, including the Tidewater Goby and other fish.  
  
We enthusiastically support Laguna Ocean Foundation’s proposal to develop a plan to restore the 
mouth of Aliso Creek to its historical state as a healthy estuary.   
  
The coastal creeks link the protected upland ecosystems to the recently established Laguna State 
Marine Reserve; a ‘Bluebelt’ to complement the ‘Greenbelt.’ As part of the local community, we look 
forward to participating in the consensus process that will determine the ultimate science-based plan.  
  
We appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments. Please keep us informed about this issue via 
email, at lagunagreenbelt@gmail.com., or by telephone at the number below.  
  
Sincerely,   

  
Elisabeth Brown, PhD  
President  
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LAGUNA OCEAN FOUNDATION             EIN # 71-09524            LAGUNAOCEANFOUDATION.ORG 

    P.O. BOX LAGUNA BEACH 

                CA 92651 

May 3, 2022 
 
Ms. Meg Vaughn 
California Coastal Commission 
301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA  90802 
 
Dear Ms. Vaughn: 
 
The Aliso Estuary Restoration Plan, begun in 2014, seeks to transform the degraded 
estuary of Aliso Creek in Laguna Beach to a healthy ecosystem and public resource.  The 
project is supported by the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project and its 
member agencies and organizations (CCC, CDFW, SWRCB, USFWS, State Lands 
Commission and CalEPA, among others).  The project is also supported by the City of 
Laguna Beach and a host of NGOs (Surfrider Foundation, Coast Keeper, Laguna Bluebelt, 
Laguna Greenbelt, South Laguna Civic Association, Friends of Harbors, Beaches and 
Parks, Endangered Habitats League, and others.)   
 
The Aliso Estuary Conceptual Restoration Plan was shared with stakeholders in 2018.  
Supported by funds from the State Coastal Conservancy and USFWS, the plan is 
currently undergoing refinement to ensure that it will fully achieve restoration 
objectives as defined by the project’s Science Advisory Team, and that it is compatible 
with existing and future land uses neighboring the estuary.  The restoration planning 
team has actively sought to facilitate a coordinated planning process with three other 
projects in the vicinity: South Coast Water District’s Lift Station 2 Project; the City of 
Laguna Beach Intertie Project; and The Ranch Resort’s desire to provide safe and scenic 
access to their site with a road that conforms to its legally defined access easement.  As 
currently proposed, all three of these projects are interrelated in terms of their site 
requirements and approval process.  All three projects border the estuary in an area 
that is also shown in the restoration plan for public access facilities associated with the 
restored estuary.   
 
The restoration site plan we developed in September 2021 in response to input from 
landowners in April 2021, shows a new access road to The Ranch within the legal 
easement.  The plan also responds to the site in ways that seek to optimize public access 
and the visitor experience of the restored estuary, given the site’s several constraints.  
The September 2021 plan (attached) shows a pedestrian path nearest to the estuary, 
with the access road aligned to the north and parallel to the path.  Public parking (to 
partially replace parking removed from the existing parking lot south of the estuary 
which occupies former estuary habitat) would be sited between the pedestrian path and 



 

LAGUNA OCEAN FOUNDATION             EIN # 71-09524            LAGUNAOCEANFOUDATION.ORG 

    P.O. BOX LAGUNA BEACH 

                CA 92651 

the access road in small pockets to reduce obstruction of the view from the road to the 
restored estuary.  Our site design process anticipates an alignment of the Ranch access 
road in its easement.  We believe that realignment of the road to conform to its 
easement is not problematic for the restoration of the estuary. 
 
In late 2021 and early 2022, the restoration design team met with SCWD staff in an 
effort to reconcile potential incompatibilities between the restoration plan and SCWD‘s 
proposed site plan.  Those discussions were not the early collaborative planning process 
we had sought; rather, they focused on the site plan SCWD had developed 
independently of our planning process and which is the subject of their current 
application.   Through those discussions, our planning team developed an alternative 
site plan (attached) that conforms to SCWD’s proposed site plan.  The SCWD staff has 
stated that this alternative design does not conflict with their plan or their existing 
facilities.  While the alternative design appears to satisfy SCWD staff, the plan results in 
a reduction in public parking (in response to SCWD’s position that parking cannot be 
allowed over underground pipelines).   
 
A refined restoration plan has yet to be shared with all stakeholders and to be subject to 
the CEQA process.  At this stage, the restoration planning team can restate what we 
have expressed multiple times to all stakeholders: we hope to see all four projects reach 
a compatible and timely completion.  We think it is important for public resources and 
community facilities that the SCWD enhance its lift station capacity and that the intertie 
be built.  We support a road alignment that provides safe and scenic access of the 
restored estuary to The Ranch and conforms to the established easement.  We support 
a coordinated planning process and believe it is only through such a process that all 
Coastal Act objectives will be met.  
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Ed Almanza, Vice Chair  
Laguna Ocean Foundation 
 
Attachments:  September 2021 and February 2022 site plans 
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