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To:   Commissioners and Interested Parties 

Prepared March 24, 2022 (for the April 08, 2022 Hearing) 

From:  Karl Schwing, South Coast District Deputy Director 
Subject:  South Coast District Deputy Director's Report for Orange County for April 2022  

The following coastal development permit (CDP) waivers, immaterial CDP amendments, CDP 
extensions, Executive Director Concurrence, and emergency CDPs for the South Coast District Office 
are being reported to the Commission on April 08, 2022. Pursuant to the Commission’s procedures, 
each item has been appropriately noticed as required, and each item is also available for review at the 
Commission’s South Coast District Office in Long Beach. Staff is asking for the Commission’s 
concurrence on the items in the South Coast District Deputy Director’s report, and will report any 
objections received and any other relevant information on these items to the Commission when it 
considers the report on April 8th. 
 
With respect to the April 8th hearing, interested persons may sign up to address the Commission on 
items contained in this report prior to the Commission’s consideration of this report. The Commission 
can overturn staff’s noticed determinations for some categories of items subject to certain criteria in 
each case (see individual notices for specific requirements).  
 
Items being reported on April 08, 2022 (see attached) 

Waivers 
•   5-21-0709-W, Existing garage (Sunset Beach) 
•   5-21-0800-W, Arundo (Laguna Beach) 
•   5-21-0872-W, Mark Younglove (Newport Beach) 
 
 

Immaterial Extensions 
•   5-18-0094-E2, Pickup Seawall and Dock Project (Newport Beach) 
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South Coast District Deputy Director's Report Continued 

Emergency Permits 
•   G-5-22-0005, Laguna Sands, Inc (1585 S. Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, Ca 92651) 
•   G-5-22-0006, Sea Lion HOA (Laguna Beach) 
•   G-5-22-0015, Laguna wildfire (Fmz 20 And 21. 
City Of Laguna Beach) 
 
Executive Director Concurrence 
• 5-LCP-LGB-20-0052-2  
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March 23,2022

Based on the project plans and information provided in your permit application forthe
development described below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission
h ereby waives the requ irement for a Coastal Development Permit pu rsu ant to Section
1 3250(c), Section 13252(e), or Section 1 3253(c), Title 14, Californ ia Code of
Regulations. If, ata laterdate, this information isfoundtobe in conect or the plans
revised, this decision will become in valid; and, any development occu ning must cease
u ntil a coastal development permit is obtained or any discrepancy is resolved in writing.

Waiver: 5-21-0709-W

Applicant: Lido and Farah Helferich

Location: 16671 PacificAve, SunsetBeach (Orange County) (APN(s):178-524-09)

Proposed Development: Anadditionof 101 squarefeetto an existing detach ed 454
square foot garage, associated with an existing 1,250 square foot single-family
residence and an existing 429 square foot residential unit located above the detached
garage. Gutters and downspouts are proposed on the structure and ground drains and
a trench drain are proposed on the street side of the property. No additional work is
proposed to the existing single-family residence northe existing residential unitabove
the garage. Post project, the detached garage will be 555 squarefeet.

Rationale: The su bject site is a 2,970 square foot beachfront lot designated as
Residential High DensityintheCityof Huntington Beach Zon ing Code, wh ich serves as
guidance in SunsetBeach sincetheHuntington Beach LCP does not apply to the
uncertified area. The proposed project will reduce the onsite parking from six parking
spaces to five parking spaces. The Commission typically requires two parking spaces
per full housingunit. Thus, post project the project site will continuetoprovidethe
required onsite parking. Directing storm drain runoff to permeable su rfaces is
consistentwith the marine protection policies of the Coastal Act. The proposed project
design is compatible with the character of sunou nding developmentand does not h ave
any negative affects on visual orcoastal resou rces, pu blic recreation or coastal access.
Also, the proposed developmentwill not prejudice the City's ability to prepare a Certified

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

Coastal Development Permit Waiver
lmprovements to Existing Structures

or Repair and Maintenance
Goasta! Act Section 30610



Page 2
March 18,2022

Goastal Development Permit Waiver
5-21-0709-W

Local Coastal Program and is consistentwith past Commission actions in the area and
ChapterThree policiesof the Coastal Act.

This waiverwill not become effective until reported to the Commission at its April 8,
2022 meeting. lf th ree (3) Commission ers object to th is waiver of permit requirements,
a coastal development permit will be required.

S in cerely,

John Ainsworth
Executive Director

Original on File signed by

Fernie Sy
Coastal Program An alyst

cc: Commission ers/File
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March23,2022

Coastal Development Permit De Minimis Waiver
Coastal Act Section 30624.7

Based on the project plans and information provided in your permit application for the development
described below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby waives the requirement
for a Coastal Development Permit pursuant to Section 13238.1 , Title t4, California Code of
Regulations. lf, at a later date, this information is found to be incorrect or the plans revised, this
decision will become invalid; and, any development occurring must cease until a coastal
development permit is obtained or any discrepancy is resolved in writing.

Waiver: 5-21-0800-W

Applicant: OC Parks (Attn: Mark Estoque)

Location: 3'l 131 Pacific Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, Orange County (APN:056-240-36)

Proposed Development: Manage the presence of Arundo donax within and adjacent to the
Aliso Creek Channel Mouth upstream of pacific Coast Highway by trimming all Arundo onsite to a
maximum 6-in. height to remove above-ground vegetation. This trimming will be maintained for up
to one year by periodic (approximately 3-month intervals) cutting. Trimmed vegetation will be
disposed in dumpsters and hauled off-site. No heavy mechanized equipment will be used for
Arundo trimming. Water quality best management practices will be utilized to prevent pollutants
from entering the Aliso Creek Channel.

Rationale: The project site is located adjacent to the Aliso Creek Channel landward of PCH. This
project does not propose to remove Arundo donax at the root, so the project would not destabilize
the creek banks. ln addition, the project would not involve heavy mechanized machinery, so
biological resources would not be adversely impacted by the project. The proposed water quality
measures include an Erosion Sediment Chemical Control Plan, tracking controls, onsite retention,
reduction, and proper management of storm water pollutant discharges. The proposed
development will not adversely impact coastal resources, public access, or public recreation
opportunities, and is consistent with past Commission actions in the area and Chapter Three
policies of the Coastal Act. ln addition, the project is consistent with the Laguna Beach LCP.

This waiver will not become effective until reported to the Commission at its April2022 meeting
and the site of the proposed development has been appropriately noticed, pursuant to 13054(b) of
the California Code of Regulations. The Notice of Pending Permit shall remain posted at the site
until the waiver has been validated and no less than seven days prior to the Commission hearing.
lf four (4) Commissioners obiect to this waiver of permit requirements, a coastal development
permit will be required.

Sincerely,

John Ainsworth
Executive Director
cc: C om mission e rs/F ile

Amrita Spencer
Coastal Program Analyst



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NAIURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN N EWSON{, GOYERAISR

SOI.JTH COAST DISTRICT OFFICE
301 E- OCEAN BLVD., SUITE 3OO

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90802-4830
PH (562)590-5071 FAX (562)590-5084
WWW,COASTAL.CA.GOV

March 18,2022

Coastal Development Permit De Minimis Waiver
Coastal Act Section 30624.7

Based on the project plans and information provided in your permit application forthe
developmen t described below, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission
hereby waives the requ irement for a Coastal Development Permit pu rsuant to Section
13238.1 , Tltle 14, Californ ia Code of Regulations. lf, at a laterdate, this information is
found to be incorrector the plans revised, this decision will become invalid;and, any
development occurring must cease until a coastal development permit is obtained or
any discrepancy is resolved in writing.

Waiver: 5-21-O872-W

Applicant: Mark You nglove

Location: 517 36th St, Newport Beach (Orange County) (APN(s): 423-081-08)

Proposed Development: Move existing 10-foot x '14-foot floating dock east by 2-feel
to make more centered with bulkhead. No changes to dock structure, piles or gangway
are proposed.

Rationale: The subject site is associated with the residentially zon ed, harbor-frontlot in
Newport Beach, Orange County. The proposed dock floatis consistentwith the size
and configu ration of similarly situated docks in the area, and is consistentwith past
Commission-issued permits. The proposed dock does notresult in anyfurther
en croach ment into the Rialto Can al an d also meets th e City of Newport Beach Harbor
Permit Policy in that it does not extend chan nelward beyond 30 feet from the Bulkhead
Line. Thedockwill be used for boating related purposes to serve th e adjacent sin gle-
family residence. Single-family residences and associated private boat docks
characterize the subject site and the surrounding area. No in water work is proposed.
Any potential addition/expansion to the floating dock system, whethertemporary or
permanent, even if not requ ired to be attached to the bulkhead or a pile in the bay,
would constitute developmentas defined in section 30106 of the Coastal Act, would be
located in Newport Bay within the Commission's retained jurisdiction and would
necessitate review and approval bythe Coastal Commission. Based on a survey
conducted on October 15,2021 , no eelgrass or Caulerpa species have been found in
the vicinity. Historically, eelgrass has not been found in this area. To protect water
quality, the applicant has proposed construction respon sibilities and debris removal
measures and also post construction best management practices. The proposed
developmentwill notresult in adverse impacts to coastal access, coastal resources,

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COM MISSION
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CoastalDevelopment Permit De Minimis Waiver
5-21-0872-W

pu blic recreation or coastal views. The proposed development is consistentwith past
Commission actionsin thearea andChapterThree policiesof the Coastal Act.

This waiverwill not become effective until reported to the Commission at its April 8,
2022 meeting and the site of the proposed development has been appropriately noticed,
pursuantto 13054(b)of the CalifomiaCodeof Regulations. TheNoticeof Pending
Permit shall remain posted at the site u ntil the waiver has been validated and no less
than seven days priorto the Commission hearing. lf four(4) Commissioners object to
th is waiver of permit requ irements, a coastal development permit will be requ ired.

Sin cerely,

Joh n Ain sworth
Executive Director

Original on File signed by:

Femie Sy
Coastal Program Analyst

cc: Commission ers/File
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Date:

To:

F rom:

NOTIGE OF PROPOSED PERMIT EXTENSION
March 23,2022

All lnterested Parties

Amber Dobson, South Coast District Manager
Femie Sy, Coastal Program Analyst

Subject: Extension to Coastal Development Permit (CDP) No. 5-18-0094
Applicant: Todd Pickup

Original CDP Approval
CDP No. 5-18-0094 was approved by the Coastal Commission on December 12,2018,
and provided for the following landside and waterside development: Reinforcementof
an existing seawall involving new earth anchors, deadmen and a seawall cap; and
removal of a 10{oot by 12-fool pier platform and1,152 squ are foot boat dock system
with a 3-foot by 18-foot gangway, and replacement with a 1 ,105 square foot boat dock
system and a 3{oot by 24-Ioot gangway, all associated with an existing single-family
residence on a bayfronting lot.

Previous CDP Extension
The expiration date of CDP No.5-18-0094 was previou sly extended by one yearto
December 12,2021 . The Commission's reference numberforthis previous extension
was CDP No. 5-1 8{094-E1.

Proposed CDP Extension
Th e expiration date of CDP No. 5-18-0094 wou ld be extended by on e year to December
12,2022. The Commission's reference numberforthis proposed extension is CDP No.
5-18-0094-E2.

Executive Director's Changed Circumstances Determination
PursuanttoTitle 14, Section 13169 of th e Californ ia Code of Regulations, the Executive
Dlrector of the California Coastal Commission has determined thatthere are no
chan ged circu mstances affecting th e approved development's con sisten cy with the
certified City of Newport Beach Local Coastal Program and/or Chapter 3 of the Coastal
Act, as applicable.

Coastal Commission Review Procedure
The Executive Director's determination and any written objections to it will be reported
to the Commission on Friday, Apnl B, 2022. lf th ree or more Commissioners object to
the Executive Director's changed circumstances determination atthat time, a full
hearing on whetherchanged circumstances existwill be schedu led pursuantto the
Commission's regu lations.

lf you have any questions about the proposal or wish to register an objection,



Coastal Development Permit (CDP) Extension 5-18-0094-E2
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please contact Fernie Sy at fernie.sv@coastal.ca.gov in the South Coast District
office.
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EMERGENCY PERMIT

lssue Date:
Emergency Permit No.

1t28t2022
G-5-22-0005

APPLICANT:
Laguna Sands, lnc.
1585 S Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, CA 92651

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY:
1585 S Coast Hwy, Laguna Beach, CA 9265'1, Orange County
APN 644-2'17-09

EMERGENCY WORK

Replace four existing steel structural columns supporting units 3, 4, 23,24,33, and 34 on
the seaward side of the structure, inland of the pool. lnstall temporary stud walls and
shoring during construction.

This letter constitutes approval of the emergency work your representative has requested
be done at the location listed above. I understand from the provided information that an
unexpected occurrence in the form of fagade upgrades and maintenance work exposed
four corroded steel columns which have not been exposed since the buildings construction
in the 1960s, requires immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage to life, health,
property, or essential public services pursuant to 14 Cal. Admin. Code Section 13006. The
Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission hereby finds that:

(b) Public comment on the proposed emergency development has been
reviewed if time allows.

The emergency work is hereby approved, subject to the conditions in the attached pages.

Sincerely,
John Ainsworth
Executive Director

K.+t *l*-9
s

Enclosures: Acceptance Form Deputy Director, Orange County

(a) An emergency exists that requires action more quickly than permitted by the
procedures for administrative or ordinary coastal development permits
(CDPs), and that the development can and will be completed within 30 days
unless otherwise specified by the terms of this Emergency Permit; and



Page 2

Emergency Permit No.: G-5-22-0005

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:
1. The enclosed Emergency Permit Acceptance Form must be signed by the

PROPERTY OWNER and sent to the Coastal Commission's South Coast District
office within 15 daVS.

2. Only that work specifically described in this permit and for the specific property listed
above is authorized. Work is further limited by the submitted plans. Any additional
work requires separate authorization from the Executive Director.

4. The work authorized by this permit must be completed within thirty (30) days of the
date of this permit, or as extended by the Executive Director through
correspondence.

5. ln exercising this permit, the applicant agrees to hold the California Coastal
Commission harmless from any liabilities for damage to public or private properties

or personal injury that may result from the project.

6. This permit does not obviate the need to obtain necessary authorizations and/or
permits from other agencies, including but not limited to the City of Laguna Beach,

California Department of Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and the California State Lands Commission.

7. Within 30 days of issuance of this Emergency Permit, or as extended by the
Executive Director through correspondence, for good cause, the applicant shall
submit to the City of Laguna Beach a complete follow-up Coastal Development
Permit (CDP) Application that satisfies the requirements of Section 1 3056 of Title 14

of the California Code of Regulations. lf the City of Laguna Beach determines that
the follow-up CDP application is incomplete and requests additional information, the
applicant shall submit this additional information within 60 days, or within additional

3. All work shall take place in a time and manner to minimize any potential damages to
any coastal resources, including terrestrial habitat and water quality, and to minimize
impacts to public access. The coastal resource impact avoidance measures
referenced in the project application shall be implemented throughout construction.
Construction materjals, equipment, or debris shall not be stored where it will be or
could potentially be subject to wave erosion and dispersion, or subject to direct
impacts from rain. Water quality shall be protected through best management
practices including, but not limited to proper disposal of construction waste at
designated sites and minimization of construction runoff through proper containment
and stockpiling.
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Emergency Permit No.: G-5-22-0005

time as established by the City. lf such a follow-up CDP application is withdrawn by
the applicant or is denied by the City, or if the follow-up CDP application remains
incomplete for a period of sixty (60) days after the City informs the applicant that the
application is incomplete, the emergency-permitted development shall be considered
unpermitted until the issue is remedied in compliance with the Coastal Act.

B. Failure to a) submit a complete follow-up CDP Application that complies with
Condition 7 above, or b) remove the emergency development and restore all
affected areas to their prior condition after consultation with CCC staff, and
consistent with the Coastal Act (if required by this Emergency Permit) by the date
specified in this Emergency Permit, or c) comply with all terms and conditions of the
required follow-up CDP, including any deadlines identified therein, or d) remove the
emergency-permitted development and restore all affected areas to their prior
condition after consultation with CCC staff and consistent with the Coastal Act
immediately upon denial of the required follow-up CDP will constitute a knowing and
intentional violation of the Coastal Actl and may result in formal enforcement action
by the Commission or the Executive Director. This formal action could include a
recordation of a Notice of Violation on the applicant's property; the issuance of a
Cease and Desist Order and/or a Restoration Order; imposition of administrative
penalties for violations involving public access; and/or a civil lawsuit, which may
result in the imposition of monetary penalties, including daily penalties of up to

$15,000 per violation per day, and other applicable penalties and other relief
pursuant to Chapter 9 of the Coastal Act. Further, failure to follow all the terms and
conditions of this Emergency Permit will constitute a knowing and intentional Coastal
Act violation.

9. ln the follow-up Coastal Development Permit (CDP) Application, the applicant must
provide to the City of Laguna Beach the total scope and percentage of demolition
and alteration of structural elements to the structure since 1975. ln the follow-up
permit, the City of Laguna Beach shall determine if the scope of improvements or
alterations to the structure constitutes a major remodel and shall require non-
conformities to be corrected, if required by the Local Coastal Plan.

I The Coastal Act is codified in scctions 30000 to 30900 ofthc Califomia Public Resourccs Code. All furthcr scction
references are to that code, and thus, to the Coastal Act, unless otherwise indicated.
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EMERGENCY PERMIT

lssue Date:
Emergency Permit No.

APPLICANT:
Sea Lion Homeowners Association

31684 Sea Bluff Lane
Laguna Beach, CA

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY:
On the beach seaward of 31684 Sea Bluff Lane, Laguna Beach, Orange County

EMERGENCYWORK:
Removal of an existing detached 35 foot tall, 24 inch diameter storm drain pipe.

This letter constitutes approval of the emergency work your representative has requested
be done at the location listed above. I understand from the provided information that an
unexpected occurrence in the form of storm conditions on Jan. 21 and 22,2022 damaged
the existing storm drain pipe and detached it from the storm drain system which requires
immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage to life, health, property, or essential
public services pursuant to 14 Cal. Admin. Code Section 1 3006. The Executive Director of
the California Coastal Commission hereby finds that:

(a) An emergency exists that requires action more quickly than permitted by the
procedures for administrative or ordinary coastal development permits
(CDPs), and that the development can and will be completed within 30 days
unless otherwise specified by the terms of this Emergency Permit; and

The emergency work is hereby approved, subject to the conditions in the aftached pages.

Sincerely,
John Ainsworth

!:lq9gl5v"e"grrector

I r-.t *l*;^,
\(arbsEcbu,ringA4c4

Enclosures: Acceptance Form Deputy Director, Orange County

1t28t2022
G-5-22-0006

(b) Public comment on the proposed emergency development has been
reviewed if time allows.



CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:
1. The enclosed Emergency Permit Acceptance Form must be signed by the

PROPERTY OWNER and sent to the Coastal Commission's South Coast District
office within 15 days.

2. Only that work specifically described in this permit and for the specific property listed
above is authorized. Replacement of the pipe is not authorized by this permit and
requires a separate CDP. Any additional work requires separate authorization from
the Executive Director.

3. All work shall take place in a time and manner to minimize any potential damages to
any coastal resources, including terrestrial habitat and water quality, and to minimize
impacts to public access. BY ACCEPTANCE OF THIS PERMIT, the applicant
agrees to install temporary plastic sheeting on the bluff face to prevent bluff erosion
during storm events. Plastic sheeting shall remain in place until the pipe replacement
is complete. The coastal resource impact avoidance measures referenced in the
project application shall be implemented throughout construction. Construction
materials, equipment, or debris shall not be stored where it will be or could
potentially be subject to wave erosion and dispersion, or subject to direct impacts
from rain. Water quality shall be protected through best management practices
including, but not limited to proper disposal of construction waste at designated sites
and minimization of construction runoff through proper containment and stockpiling.

4. The work authorized by this permit must be completed within thirty (30) days of the
date of this permit, or as extended by the Executive Director through
correspondence.

5. ln exercising this permit, the applicant agrees to hold the California Coastal
Commission harmless from any liabilities for damage to public or private properties
or personal injury that may result from the project.

6. This permit does not obviate the need to obtain necessary authorizations and/or
permits from other agencies, including but not limited to the City of Laguna Beach,
California Department of Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and the California State Lands Commission.

7. Within 30 days of issuance of this Emergency Permit, or as extended by the
Executive Director through correspondence, for good cause, the applicant shall
submit to the City of Laguna Beach a complete follow-up Coastal Development
Permit (CDP) Application that satisfies the requirements of Section 1 3056 of Title 14

Page 2
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Emergency Permit No.: G-5-22-0006

of the California Code of Regulations. lf the City of Laguna Beach determines that
the follow-up CDP application is incomplete and requests additional information, the
applicant shall submit this additional information within 60 days, or within additional
time as established by the City. lf such a follow-up CDP application is withdrawn by
the applicant or is denied by the City, or if the follow-up CDP application remains
incomplete for a period of sixty (60) days after the City informs the applicant that the
application is incomplete, the emergency-permitted development shall be considered
unpermitted until the issue is remedied in compliance with the Coastal Act.

B. Failure to a) submit a complete follow-up CDP Application that complies with
Condition 7 above, or b) remove the emergency development and restore all
affected areas to their prior condition after consultation with CCC staff, and
consistent with the Coastal Act (if required by this Emergency Permit) by the date
specified in this Emergency Permit, or c) comply with all terms and conditions of the
required follow-up CDP, including any deadlines identified therein, or d) remove the
emergency-permitted development and restore all affected areas to their prior
condition after consultation with CCC staff and consistent with the Coastal Act
immediately upon denial of the required follow-up CDP will constitute a knowing and
intentional violation of the Coastal Actl and may result in formal enforcement action
by the Commission or the Executive Director. This formal action could include a
recordation of a Notice of Violation on the applicant's property; the issuance of a
Cease and Desist Order and/or a Restoration Order; imposition of administrative
penalties for violations involving public access; andlor a civil lawsuit, which may
result in the imposition of monetary penalties, including daily penalties of up to

$15,000 per violation per day, and other applicable penalties and other relief
pursuant to Chapter 9 of the Coastal Act. Further, failure to follow all the terms and
conditions of this Emergency Permit will constitute a knowing and intentional Coastal
Act violation.

rThcCoastal Act is codified in sections 30000 to 30900 olthe Califomia Public Resources Code. All furrhcr section
references are lo that code, and thus, to the Coastal Act, unless otherwise indicated.
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EMERGENCY PERMIT

APPLICANT:
City of Laguna Beach Fire Department
505 Forest Ave., Laguna Beach, CA 92651

LOCATION OF EMERGENCY:
City-designated Fuel Modification Zone (FMZ) 20 encompasses the canyons and hillsides
bounded roughly on the west by Ceanothus Drive, Alta Loma Drive, Holly Drive, and
Ocean View Street; on the south by West Street, Valido Road, and Paseo del Sur; and
wrapping around East Georges Way, Mar Vista Avenue, and Eagle Rock Way; City-
designated FMZ 21 is located on the hillsides to the east of the neighborhoods between
Eagle Rock Way to the north and Vista Del Sol to the south, City of Laguna Beach, Orange
co u nty (APNs: 65S-19'1-01 , 6s8-201"03, Os6-070-10. 056{70-11, 056{70-12, 056-070-09, 056-070-08, 658-201-Os, 056-070{5. 056{70-
07, 056-070-13, 056-061-31, 056-061-30, 056-070-15, 05647046, 056-07044, 056-070-17, 056-070-16, 056-061-29, 056-061-32, 056-062-34,
056-070-36, 056-070-03, 056-061-17, 056-061-18, 056-070-18, 056-062-35, 056-061-19, 056-070- 19, 056-062-36, 056-062-16, 056{62-25,
056-062-1s, 056-062-14, 056-062-13, 056-062-37, 056{62-12, 056{62-11, 056-070-26, 056-062-40, 056-062-03, 056-062-27 ,056462-2A,
056-062-26, 056-031-19, 056-062-38, 056-062-05, 056{62t8, 056{62{6, 056-031-20, 056-062-07, 056-062-08, 056-062-17, 056-062,24,
056-031-16, 056-062-4't, 056-091-'17, 056-091-22, 056-031-17, 056-031-18, 056-093-01, 056-091-21, 056-091-20, 056-087-03, 056-087-02,
056-087-01, 056-231-17, 056-091-1S. 056-091-16, 056-091-04, 056-051€8, 056-051-87, 658-201-11, 658-201-10, 056-09't-15, 056{9'1-02,
056-091-09, 056-091,03, 056-091-05, 056-092-39, 056{91-06, 056{92-23, 056-092-31, 056-091-24, 056-091-07, 056-091-23. 056{92-34,
056-092-03, 056-032,07, 056-092-04, 056-231-38, 056-23119, 056-231-20, 056-092-05, 056-092-43, 056-092-06, 056-092-33, 056{92-16,
056-0s2-17, 056-092-09, 056-092-42, 056-092-18, 056{94-02, 056{92-10, 056-231-21, 056-092-11, 056-094{3, 056-092-19, 056{92-20,
056-094-04, 056-094-07, 056-092-22, 056-092-21, 056-09240, 056-092-37, 056-094-08, 056-130-47, 056-130-39, 056-130-38, 056-145-24,
056-145-20, 056-145-28, 056-144-23, 056-231-41, 056-144-13, 056-23142, 056-144-20,056-144-21.0fi-144-22.456-144-18, 056-144-09,
056-1,14-29, 056-144-30, 056-092-45, 056-092-46, 05G130{5, 056.145-25, 056-231-33, 056-145-23, 056-130-34, 056-145-26,056-144"24.
056-145-22, 056-130-64, 0ffi-145-27, 056-231-45. 056-144-31)

EMERGENCY WORK:
Vegetation removal as necessary to reduce the risk of wildfire threat to residential and
public structures at City-designated Fuel Modification Zones (FMZ) 20 (7.9 acres) and 21
(12.5 acres). Fuel management methods will focus exclusively on hand crews due to the
presence of special-status species and steepness of topography. Most perennial root
systems are to remain, and native vegetation waste is to be mulched and left on-site to
minimize erosion. Non-native vegetation waste is to be transported to a green waste
recycling facility or landfill if not recyclable. Exclusion areas within both FMZs will be
established to avoid disturbance of known cultural resources, big-leaved crownbeard,
bigpod ceanothus chaparral, and lemonade berry scrub. Fuel modification activities within
50 feet of either side of the blue-line ephemeral drainages would be entirely avoided,
except for the removal of invasive pampas grass.

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

lssue Date: March 15,2022
Emergency Permit No: G-5-22-0015

PERMIT RATIONALE
This letter constitutes approval of the emergency work you or your representative has
requested to be completed at the location listed above. I understand from your information
that an unexpected occurrence in the form of a fire hazard due to the growth of non-native
fire-prone vegetation requires immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage to
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life, health, property or essential public services . 14 Cal. Code of Regs. Section 1 3009.
The Executive Director of the Coastal Commission hereby finds that:

(a)An emergency exists that requires action more quickly than permitted by the
procedures for administrative or ordinary coastal development permits (CDPs), and that
the development can and will be mmpleted within 45 days unless otherwise specified by
the terms of this Emergency Permit; and

(b) Public comment on the proposed emergency development has been reviewed if time
allows.

The emergency work is hereby approved, subject to the conditions listed on the attached
pages.

Sincerely,

John Ainsworth
Executive Director

By: Karl Schwing, Deputy Director, Orange
County

cc: Local Planning Department
Enclosure: Emergency Permit Acceptance Form

2
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1 The enclosed Emergency Permit Acceptance form must be signed by the permittee and
returned to the Commission's South Coast District office within '15 daVS.

2. Only that work speciflcally described in this permit and for the specific property listed above
is authorized. Any additional work requires separate authorization from the Executive
Director.

3. All work shall take place in a time and manner to minimize any potential damages to any
resources, including wildlife.

4. The work authorized by this permit must be completed within 60 davs of the date of this
permit, unless extended in writing by the Executive Director for good cause.

5. The applicant recognizes that the emergency work is considered to be temporarily
authorized pursuant to this permit. The applicant must obtain a regular coaslal development
permit for the work undertaken pursuant to this permit as part of an ongoing plan to assess
and address, as necessary, fire hazards on the property, and to mitigate for impacts to
coaslal resources. A regular permit would be subject to all of the provisions of the Local
Coastal Program and may be conditioned accordingly.

6. ln exercising this permit, the applicant agrees to hold the California Coastal Commission
harmless from any liabilities for damage to public or private properties or personal injury
that may result from the project.

7. This permit does not obviate the need to obtain necessary authorizations and/or permits
from other agencies, including but not limited to the California Department of Fish &
Wildlife, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

8. All vegetation removal shall occurbyhand; nogoatswill beused.

9. Non-native plant cuttings and seeds removed as part of the subject fuel modiflcation
activities shall be removed from the site and shall not be left on the soil where they remain
a seed source. When a biologist determines that a plant has already gone lo seed, and
where seeds are already on the ground, the applicant is not required to collect such seeds

10. All vegetation removal shall be limited to the area within 100 feet from property lines. The
applicant shall notify all affected property owners to coordinate the fuel modification on all
affecled properties.

11. Special status plant species (e.9., big-leaved crownbeard (Verbesina dissrta ), Bigpod
Ceanothus Chaparral (Ceanothus megacarpus), and Lemonade Berry Scrub (Rhus
integrifolia)\ at the project site shall not be disturbed. Both native and non-native plants that
are required overstory to big-leaved crownbeard, located within the proposed work area,
will be flagged for avoidance by work crews, and protected under the guidance of a
qualified biologist who shall be on site during all plant removal activities. The minimum area
preserved as overstory shall be the area within '15 feet surrounding the big{eaved
crownbeard. Non-natives within 15 feet of crownbeard which are not providing overstory for
the crownbeard may be removed.

12. Root systems of native perennial plants shall be left intact to preserve soil stability.

3
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13. Within 48 hours prior to commencement of fuel modiflcation activities, a qualified biologist
shall conduct a biological survey for any special status plant species including, but not
Iimited to, big-leaved crownbeard, Bigpod Ceanothus Chaparral, Lemonade Berry Scrub,
cliff spurge (Euphorbia misera), fish's milkwort (Polygala cornuta var. fshiae), and western
dichondra (Dichondra occidentalis) and any nesting birds and special status animal species
such as nesting gnatcalchers. All special status plant species identified shall be flagged
prior to commencement of fuel modiflcation activities. If an active nest of any bird species
is documented, no fuel modification activities within 300 feet of the nest shall be allowed
until the chicks have fledged.

14. All work shall be conducted by qualified contractors with experience in fuel modiflcation
activities within sensitive habitat. A minimum of one qualified biologist for each three
contractors shall be present on-site and shall monitor all fuel modiflcation activities. lf work
is phased so that workers remain grouped in one area, then the ratio of 1:3 may be
reduced. Workers may collect (rake and haul) plant matter which has already been trimmed
without the supervision of a biologist.

15. Pre-project biological conditions shall be documented via photographing the site, mapping,
and other appropriate documentation. Post-project conditions shall be similarly documented
and an analysis prepared identifying all impacts to native plant species caused by the
proposed project. The pre- and post-project biological condition documentation shall be
submifted in conjunction with the follow-up regular CDP application, along with a mitigation
plan for direct impacts to very high value habitat.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA – NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                                                                                      GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR  

 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
South Coast District Office 
301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
(562) 590-5071 
 

  March 24, 2022 
 
TO: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
FROM: Karl Schwing, District Director 
 Amber Dobson, District Manager 
  Marlene Alvarado, Coastal Program Analyst 
 
RE: Concurrence with the Executive Director's determination that the action by 

the City of Laguna Beach accepting certification of LCP Amendment No. 
LCP-5-LGB-20-0052-2 with suggested modifications is legally adequate.  For 
Commission review at the April 2022 meeting. 

 
The Commission’s South Coast District office received a request to amend the Implementation 
Plan portion of the City of Laguna Beach certified Local Coastal Program (LCP). The request 
was submitted with City Council Resolution No. 20.053. Amendment Request No. LCP-5-LGB-
20-0052-2 would comprehensively update the Downtown Specific Plan and to amend 
provisions in the Sections 25.16.050 and 25.40.010 of the City’s Zoning Code (Title 25). The 
Downtown Specific Plan contains provisions, design guidelines, land use districts and 
development standards specific to the downtown area.  
 
On December 15, 2021, the Commission approved the LCP Amendment with suggested 
modifications to ensure the requested modifications do not result in adverse impacts to public 
access to the coast.  On February 15, 2022, the City Council introduced Ordinance No. 1667, 
incorporating the modifications suggested by the Commission pursuant to its approval of this 
LCP Amendment. On March 9, 2022, the City submitted the ordinance adopted by the City 
Council (see attachment) to the Executive Director for a determination that the City’s action is 
consistent with the Commission’s action. 
 
Pursuant to Section 13544 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 5.5, the 
Executive Director must determine that the action taken by the City of Laguna Beach 
acknowledging receipt and acceptance of and agreement with the Commission’s certification 
of the above-referenced LCP amendment with suggested modifications is legally adequate and 
report that determination to the Commission.  In this case, the Executive Director has 
determined that the City’s action is legally adequate.  Unless a majority of the Commissioners 
object to the Executive Director's determination, the certification of City of Laguna Beach 
Implementation Plan Amendment No. LCP-5-LGB-20-0052-2 shall become effective upon the 
filing of the required Notice of Certification with the Secretary of Resources as provided in 
Public Resources Code Section 21080.5(d)(2)(E). 
 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Executive Director's determination that 
the City's action is legally adequate. 
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