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May 6, 2022  

TO: California Coastal Commission and Interested Parties 

FROM: John Ainsworth, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Executive Director’s Report, May 2022 
 

Public Service Recognition Week & Acknowledgment of Staff Years of 

Service Milestones.  

Last week was Public Service Recognition week. I want to express my deep appreciation and 
thanks to the Commission staff for their tireless dedicated public service in the protection of our 
State’s precious ocean and coastal resources. We owe a debt of gratitude to all public servants 
across this nation who have dedicated their lives to public service. In addition, attached to this 
report is a list of our incredible staff who have reached milestones in their years of service with 
the Commission. Congratulations and thanks to the Commission staff for your many years of 
dedicated service to the Commission.         

2022 NOAA Coastal Fellow  

In April, Commission staff participated virtually as a host agency in the 2022 NOAA Coastal 
Management Fellowship matching workshop process. After multiple rounds of interviews staff 
were pleased to match with its new incoming fellow, Liz Plascencia. Liz is a native Californian 
hailing from Los Angeles, and comes to the Commission with a Master of Environmental 
Management from Yale University's School of the Environment. Her fellowship project will create 
resources, training materials, and policy guidance critical for the agency’s long-term 
implementation of its Environmental Justice and Tribal Consultation Policies. Liz will also add 
capacity to the Commission’s ability to carry forward key projects within its climate change and 
sea level rise planning and regulatory work, particularly with regard to the intersection between 
environmental justice, climate change, sea level rise planning, and resilience. Staff are thrilled to 
welcome Liz to the team in early August 2022 for her two-year placement.  

 

https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/coastalmanagement.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/coastalmanagement.html
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Non-Competitive LCP Local Assistance Grants 

In October 2021, in conjunction with additional LCP Grant Program updates, the Commission 
approved a non-competitive grant application process by which grant proposals for up to 
$100,000 could be approved by the Executive Director and announced at the following Coastal 
Commission meeting. The following non-competitive grants were approved over the past month: 

• City of Pacific Grove, $100,000: The City of Pacific Grove will build on past grant work by 
completing an updated vulnerability assessment. In particular, the City will fill a data gap by 
including new SLR modeling for the Asilomar Dunes area (which was not included in previous 
modeling work) and updating older, now out of date SLR modeling for other parts of the City. 
Minor updates to the recently certified LCP based on these studies will also be completed, 
most likely including an updated coastal hazards map overlay. 

Meetings and Events  

CSAC - Coastal Counties Regional Association meeting 

On April 20, Deputy Executive Director, Madeline Cavalieri and I participated in the California 
State Association of Counties (CSAC) Annual conference - Coastal Counties Regional 
Association Sub-Meeting.  We provided an overview of the Commission’s new Climate and Sea 
Level Rise Resiliency LCP Grant program, including the different types of grants that are 
available.  We also outlined the type of planning studies and efforts that can be covered by the 
grant program.  

State Science and Information Program  

On April 4th, staff Senior Ecologist, Dr. Lauren Garske-Garcia, and Energy and Ocean Resources 
and Federal Consistency Manager, Cassidy Teufel, participated on a California State University 
Council on Ocean Affairs, Science & Technology (COAST) State Agency Panel for it’s State 
Science Information Needs Program. The RFP for this year’s funding was developed with input 
from our staff and partner agencies, focusing on needs surrounding compensatory mitigation in 
the coastal and marine environments. The State Agency Panel participates in the review of 
technical proposals and provides COAST with feedback on their value relative to agency 
information needs. Previous funding rounds have supported research on microplastics and sea 
level rise.   

Adaptive Rotational Grazing and Soil Carbon Sequestration Workshop 

On April 21st, staff Senior Ecologist, Dr. Lauren Garske-Garcia, participated in the Central Coast 
Rangelands Coalition’s Adaptive Rotational Grazing and Soil Carbon Sequestration Workshop at 
Paicines Ranch. The gathering brought together over 100 participants from ranching, science, 
and policy sectors to learn about emerging practices and opportunities in grazing management 
intended to simultaneously improve soil health, restore native ecosystems, and address climate 
impacts. As the Commission has approved several projects that involve the strategic use of 
grazing as a restoration tool, opportunities to expand partnerships and integrate climate benefits 
while also maintaining coastal agriculture and restoring native ecosystems represent an exciting 

https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/funding/Pages/SSINP.aspx
https://www.calstate.edu/impact-of-the-csu/research/coast/funding/Pages/SSINP.aspx
https://ucanr.edu/sites/CCRC/Meetings/20220421__Adaptive_rotational_grazing_and_soil_carbon_sequestration/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/CCRC/Meetings/20220421__Adaptive_rotational_grazing_and_soil_carbon_sequestration/
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avenue our staff is examining. 

Butano Forest Health Project Implementation 

On April 29th, several staff including Dr. Lauren Garske-Garcia (Senior Ecologist), Dr. Mary 
Matella (Statewide Environmental Scientist), and Daniel Nathan (Wildfire Resilience Coordinator), 
joined the San Mateo Resource Conservation District, State Parks, and others to visit the Camp 
Butano Forest Health project site following its Fall 2021 implementation. This project was not only 
the first to be completed under one of the Commission-certified Forest Health Public Works 
Plans, but also the first project statewide to be completed under the Board of Forestry’s 
Vegetation Treatment Program (CalVTP) Programmatic EIR. Review of post-treatment on-the-
ground conditions highlighted significant progress in simultaneously creating a safer landscape 
and more resilient native ecosystem in the face of future wildfire risk. Discussion of lessons 
learned through the implementation process and preview of an adjacent site that will be 
considered for vegetation treatment in the near future were also valuable components of the day. 
As a whole, the effort demonstrates the Commission’s commitment to ongoing coordination and 
partnerships on critical wildfire issues in the coastal zone. 

Public Education Program  

Climate Video Challenge 

The results of the Coastal Commission’s 2022 Climate Video Challenge were announced on 
Earth Day. California middle and high school students were invited to respond to the question 
“What is your vision for a thriving future?” First, second, and third place, and one honorable 
mention were selected and can be viewed here. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Workshop.  

Also on Earth Day, Boating Clean and Green Program staff, along with California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service led a Freshwater Aquatic Invasive 
Species Prevention virtual workshop. Fifty people attended. 

Emergency Permits 

North Coast District  

• G-1-22-0018, PG&E – Emergency Vegetation Maintenance along Trinidad 1102 kV distribution 
line (Trinidad, Humboldt Co.)  

• G-1-22-0019, PG&E – Emergency Vegetation Maintenance along Trinidad 1102 kV distribution 
line (Trinidad, Humboldt Co.)  

  

 

 

https://www.coastal.ca.gov/climatechallenge/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhOALIlMeKQ44wljwJMoekuR3WqaXfY8X













