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Seifert, Chloe@Coastal

From: SouthCoast@Coastal
Sent: Thursday, June 2, 2022 10:32 AM
To: Seifert, Chloe@Coastal
Cc: Hammonds, Rebecca@Coastal
Subject: FW: Public Comment on June 2022 Agenda Item Thursday 14a - Application No. 5-21-0722 (City of 

Newport Beach, Newport Beach)

Here	you go		

From: Billy Lane <expresslane@cox.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 6:55 PM 
To: SouthCoast@Coastal <SouthCoast@coastal.ca.gov> 
Subject: Public Comment on June 2022 Agenda Item Thursday 14a ‐ Application No. 5‐21‐0722 (City of Newport Beach, 
Newport Beach) 

My name is Bill Lane, I am a Dana Point resident and member of the Ocean Water Quality Subcommittee. Reducing 

single use plastic production and consumption is politically risky.  Instead plastic reduction, Orange County governments 

are proactive with cleanups and trash capture. Once Newport Beach puts the trash interceptor in the San Diego Creek, 

Dana Point will be encouraged to put one in the San Juan Creek, using millions of tax dollars to capture the plastics we 

should not have produced in the first place.  Don’t get me wrong, trash collection is a good thing, however we feel 

Newport Beach (with all of its visibility and influence) should show proof of action on plastic reduction, from the source, 

before the interceptor permit is awarded.  If others are encouraged to follow Newport’s example, we will continue to 

treat the symptom and not the disease.  An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

Thank You for your attention in this matter. 



June 2, 2022 
Re: 6/9 Agenda Item 14a - Application No. 5-21-0722 Newport Beach Trash Wheel 

Dear California Coastal Commission, 

I’m the Co-Chair of Sierra Club California Zero Waste Committee. In 2017, I became a member of City of Newport 
Beach’s plastic subcommittee, started working on plastic ban(s). Over these five years, it has become clearer that the 
City is willing to spend other people’s tax dollars on trash capture, but not willing to reduce trash at the source. After we 
finally got five plastic reduction ordinances drafted in 2019, here were some of the comments from councilmembers: 

• Then-councilman Herdman questioned “if the City is going to follow the lead of Sacramento and dictate how
residents will live.” 

• Councilman/restaurant owner Blom said “regulation is not needed, the hospitality industry cares about perception.”

• For more info, please see the attached document Newport Beach’s Plastic Ban Efforts.

Today at the city hall, I was suggested again to wait until after the election. This is the third election year since we 
started working on plastic bans. 

Please do not grant the permit to the $2.4 million trash wheel without requiring Newport Beach to adopt the 
following plastic reduction ordinances and policy by Coastal Cleanup Day on 9/17/2022: 
1. Adopt the foodware ordinance and purchasing policy recommended by Ocean Protection Council's Statewide

Microplastics Strategy.
2. Ban smoking citywide and retail sale of tobacco products. Over 100 agencies in the state have such ordinances,

including Irvine and Santa Ana in the Newport Bay watershed.
3. Ban single-use plastic foodware in open space: beaches, parks and harbor. Laguna Beach banned it on beaches,

parks and trails in 2021.
4. Ban single-use plastic carryout bags, and require 10-cent bag fee for all retailers. Carlsbad became the latest agency

to do it.
5. Ban sale, distribution and use of balloons. Orange county is a broken link between LA and San Diego counties.

The four photos below show you why these requirements are necessary. 

Newport Beach staff explained why trash collection can only be done 
early in the morning. 

Retweet by State Water Board's microplastic expert Dr. Scott Coffin. 

https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2022/6/Th14a/Th14a-6-2022-report.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2371591/WQCT%20Agenda%20with%20Draft%20Minutes%2002062020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2761839/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2005062021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SHcxtWoeL14hMhlFDAikQHA_CnBxcuzCZPcMtIhhzi8/edit?usp=sharing
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=2697048&page=22&cr=1


 
An increasing number of agencies have adopted ordinances to reduce single-use foodware. 

 
$1.7 million from Ocean Protection Council and $500,000 from Orange County Transportation Authority 

As discussed at Commission’s 4/6 meeting during item 6d, it’s more than waste and ocean health, single-use plastics also 
contribute significantly to climate change and environmental injustice. Newport Beach’s trash wheel has gained publicity 
by LA Times and Wall Street Journal. This is a good opportunity to show much of the state and the country the right 
thing to do amid the escalating plastic crisis. Thank you! 
 
Hoiyin Ip  
hoiyin.ip@california.sierraclub.org 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IvrIaMhjSVykrZ6fKQCrRvKOih2mOqh4JiYnslYobgg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:hoiyin.ip@california.sierraclub.org


Newport Beach’s Single-Use Plastic Reduction Efforts

This is a list of some of the public records of the discussions on single-use plastic reduction
between Hoiyin Ip/Sierra Club and different City entities: Water Quality/Coastal Tidelands
Committee (Committee), City Council, Restaurant Association, Harbor Commission, City
Attorney and City Clerk. The Committee, chaired by two councilmembers, has been the entity
working on plastic reduction: 1) foodware ban, 2) balloon ban, 3) Styrofoam ban on
beaches/parks/piers, 4) bag fee for all retailers.

7/6/2017 agenda item 5d Committee’s first discussion on single-use plastics ban.

4/5/2018 agenda item 5c Committee agreed to create signs of foodware reduction as AB 1884
straws-on-request was gaining momentum.

6/7/2018 agenda item 5c Committee directed volunteers to get restaurant feedback on
single-use plastic reduction. Daily Pilot reported support by Newport Beach restaurant holdings.

7/25/2018 agenda item III Hoiyin Ip asked the Restaurant Association to support serve on
request.

1/3/2019 agenda item 5a Committee discussed revisions to municipal code.

2/7/2019 agenda item 5b More discussion by Committee.

3/7/2019 agenda item 5d More discussion by Committee.

6/5/2019 agenda item 20 Public hearing on funding for the Restaurant Association. Hoiyin Ip
proposed single-use plastic foodware ban. No comment from Restaurant Association and City
Council. Funding was approved.

9/10/2019 non-agenda Hoiyin Ip informed City Council that though the Committee designed the
foodware reduction sign in 4/2018, no real action has been taken. Meanwhile, AB 1884 Straws
on Request became law in 9/2018, and AB 619 Bring Your Own became law in 7/2019.

10/3/2019 agenda item 5c Committee voted to start drafting the single use plastic ordinance.

11/7/2019 agenda item 5d Committee reviewed the proposed municipal code revisions: 1)
expanding the 2008 Styrofoam foodware ban, 2) banning Styrofoam on beaches/parks/piers.

11/27/2019 agenda item 6 City Council adopted a strict sidewalk vending ordinance (SB 946).
Hoiyin Ip asked Council to implement foodware serve-on-request. Newport Beach Independent
reported, “Ip’s suggestion was not officially included in the ordinance that Council approved.”

https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1274454/Minutes%20Water%20Quality%20Coastal%20Tidelands%20Committee%20July%206%202017.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1293367/Approved%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SierraClub.Angeles.OCConservation/photos/624663098152042
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1319504/Approved%20Minutes%2006072018.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/tn-dpt-me-newport-plastic-20180608-story.html
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1341696/Restaurant%20BID%20Minutes%2007252018.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1488713/WQCT%20Signed%2001032019%20Minutes.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1488708/WQCT%20Signed%2002072019%20Minutes.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/1742129/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2003072019.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/2213231/Page1.aspx
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/2210580/Page1.aspx
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/2252450/Page1.aspx
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2336092/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2010032019.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2359469/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2011072019.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/Browse.aspx?startid=1336361&dbid=0
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/1336385/Page1.aspx
https://www.newportbeachindy.com/amid-concerns-council-allows-sidewalk-vendors-with-restrictions/


12/5/2019 agenda item 5d Committee reviewed the proposed municipal code: 1) foodware, 2)
Styrofoam ban on beaches/parks/piers, 3) balloon ban, 4) bag fee for all retailers. Foodware
needed more revision, the other three were approved. On 12/10, Daily Pilot reported about the
discussion. On 12/13, Newport Beach Independent quoted the Chamber of Commerce “Most of
the chains recognize it’s good business to be green,” and a poll showed over 60% of the people
supported the bans.

1/8/2020 agenda item 6.1 Harbor Commission received an overview by Hoiyin Ip on the draft
plastic ban. Daily Pilot reported, “The Harbor Commission also seemed amenable to a
movement to ban plastic foodware in the city.”

1/9/2020 agenda item 5c Committee approved the proposed foodware ordinance that would
reduce single-use and require compostable. Councilman Herdman voted no and cited “if the
City is going to follow the lead of Sacramento and dictate how residents will live.”

6/8/2020 agenda item XIV Hoiyin Ip told City Council the Committee has agendized the plastic
ban many times, and repeatedly asked her the same question if she has talked to the
restaurants. It’s an ineffective way of using meeting time and other City resources.

6/30/2020 agenda item IV Hoiyin Ip asked the Restaurant Association to support to-go utensils
serve on request.

9/3/2020 agenda item 8 Hoiyin Ip showed ReThink Disposable’s study that reusable foodware
saves restaurants money.

10/1/2020 agenda item 5b Committee approved revision to the foodware ordinance to reduce
single-use takeout foodware.

11/9/2020 agenda item 5c City Attorney approved the draft ordinances:1) foodware, 2)
Styrofoam ban on beaches/parks/piers, 3) balloon ban, 4) bag fee for all retailers.

5/6/2021 agenda item 5b An overview of the ban to the new Committee members, including
Councilman/restaurant owner Blom, who said “regulation is not needed, the hospitality industry
cares about perception.”

6/3/2021 agenda item 5b Hoiyin Ip recommended reusable foodware for dine-in which was
becoming common and included in Palm Springs’ ordinance, and showed an updated policy
tracker which originated from the Committee. Item 3, Jim Mosher expressed concern of
Councilman/restaurant owner Blom’s conflict of interest. Item 5b, “Vice Chair Blom thanked Mr.
Mosher for his input regarding his recusal and advised he was cleared to discuss the item by
the City Attorney’s office since this does not impact his income in any way.” Item 7, “Blom
volunteered to work with Senior Engineer Kappeler over the next few weeks to develop a
presentation for Committee.”

https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2360676/Signed%20WQCT%20Meeting%20Minutes%2012052019.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2019-12-10/crackdowns-on-balloons-and-plastic-utensils-are-floated-in-newport-beach
https://www.newportbeachindy.com/single-use-plastic-balloon-ban-continued/
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2414632/01-08-202%20Harbor%20Commission%20Minutes_Approved.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2020-01-09/name-that-trash-wheel-lots-of-public-engagement-possible-for-newports-planned-water-wheel
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2371591/WQCT%20Agenda%20with%20Draft%20Minutes%2002062020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/2705861/Page1.aspx
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2598200/Restaurant%20Association%20BID%20Minutes%2006302020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2761841/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2009032020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2593628/ReThink%20Disposable.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2593628/ReThink%20Disposable.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2638221/Water%20Quality%20Draft%20Minutes%2010012020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2761840/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2011092020.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2761839/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2005062021.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2761838/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2006032021.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IvrIaMhjSVykrZ6fKQCrRvKOih2mOqh4JiYnslYobgg/edit?usp=sharing
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2701940/Single-Use%20Foodware%20PFAS-Free%20%20On-Request%20Policy%20Tracker%20by%20Sierra%20Club%20CA%20Zero%20Waste%20Committee.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2701940/Single-Use%20Foodware%20PFAS-Free%20%20On-Request%20Policy%20Tracker%20by%20Sierra%20Club%20CA%20Zero%20Waste%20Committee.pdf


7/1/2021 agenda item 5b Committee re-approved the balloon ban, exempted paper bags from
bag fee, will consider exempting boogie boards from Styrofoam ban on beaches/piers/parks, no
discussion on foodware. The next step is unknown.

4/13/2022 non-agenda Hoiyin Ip asked the City Clerk to post California Coastal Commission’s
comment letter to City Council: “we urge the Newport Beach City Council to take immediate
action to curtail plastic and Styrofoam waste production by” adopting certain plastic bans.

5/30/2022 agenda item 5b Hoiyin Ip emailed Sierra Club CA’s foodware policy tracker, including
Ocean Protection Council’s Model Foodware and Packaging Reduction Ordinance, to the
Committee.

https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/edoc/2766860/WQCT%20Signed%20Minutes%2007012021.pdf
https://ecms.newportbeachca.gov/Web/0/doc/2814731/Page1.aspx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IvrIaMhjSVykrZ6fKQCrRvKOih2mOqh4JiYnslYobgg/edit?usp=sharing
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