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SC0766 PDR Photo Log  1 Jul-23 

Attachment G - Cabora Wells Retaining Wall Project
Rendering / Photo Log

Client: Southern California Gas Company Project: Proposed Retaining Wall 

Site Name: Playa del Rey Facility 
Site Location: 8141 Gulana Ave, Playa del Rey, CA 
90293 

Rendering 1 

Direction: West-
Southwest 

Comments: Rendering of 
proposed retaining wall.  
The wall will be painted 
to blend with the 
background vegetation 
and existing painted pipes 
and equipment. 

Rendering 2 

Direction: East-
Southeast 

Comments: Rendering of 
proposed retaining wall.  
The wall will be painted 
to blend with the 
background vegetation 
and existing painted pipes 
and equipment. 
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7.0   PROPOSED AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION MEASURES 

As discussed, the Project site is located in previously-graded Bare Ground, previously-developed, and 
existing non-native habitats. All appropriate BMPs should be used during construction. The list below 

includes the known or potential biological constraints for the Project: 

• Adjacent Special-Status Habitats

• Bird Species Protected by the MBTA

• Western Burrowing Owl Habitat

• Adjacent Raptor Nesting Habitat

7.1   Adjacent Special-Status Habitats 

There are coastal brackish marsh/wetlands located adjacent to the Project site within the Ballona 
Wetlands. As discussed above, this area will not be directly impacted by the Project. The following 

avoidance and minimization measures are proposed to minimize potential impacts. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure 1 
During construction within 100 feet of any special status habitat, a biological monitor will be present. The 
monitor will identify potential special status species in the area and enforce the use of BMPs. If special 

status species are identified within the vicinity of construction, construction will be halted until the wildlife 
has left the vicinity. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure 2 
Appropriate construction BMPs must be used during construction to ensure avoidance of any indirect 

temporary impacts to adjacent special status habitats. BMPs may include but are not limited to: 

• The owner or contractor shall keep the construction area sufficiently dampened to control
dust caused by grading and hauling, and at all times provide reasonable control of dust

caused by wind.

• All loads shall be secured by trimming, watering or other appropriate means to prevent

spillage and dust.

• All materials transported off‐site shall be either sufficiently watered or securely covered to

prevent excessive amount of dust.

• All clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities shall be discontinued during
periods of high winds (i.e., greater than 15 mph), if needed, to prevent excessive amounts of

dust.
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• General contractors shall maintain and operate construction equipment so as to minimize
exhaust emissions.

• Construction and demolition activities shall be scheduled so as to avoid operating several

pieces of equipment simultaneously, which causes high noise levels.

• The project contractor shall use power construction equipment with state‐of‐the‐art noise

shielding and muffling devices.

• All waste shall be disposed of properly. Use appropriately labeled recycling bins to recycle
construction materials including solvents, water‐based paints, vehicle fluids, broken asphalt

and concrete; wood, and vegetation. Non-recyclable materials/wastes shall be taken to an
appropriate landfill. Toxic wastes shall be discarded at a licensed regulated disposal site.

• Leaks, drips and spills shall be cleaned up immediately to prevent contaminated soil on paved
surfaces that can be washed away into the storm drains.

• Pavement shall not be hosed down at material spills. Dry cleanup methods shall be used

whenever possible.

• Dumpsters shall be covered and maintained. Place uncovered dumpsters under a roof or
cover with tarps or plastic sheeting.

• Excavation and grading activities shall be scheduled during dry weather periods.

• Appropriate erosion control and drainage devices shall be employed to ensure runoff will not
impact adjacent habitats.

7.2   Bird Species Protected by the MBTA 

There is suitable nesting habitat for a number of common and special‐status birds protected by the MBTA 

adjacent to the site. As discussed, the MBTA prohibits the taking of migratory birds. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure 3 
Construction should be conducted between September 1 and January 31 avoiding the nesting bird 
season, if feasible. Construction during this period would not require a pre‐disturbance nesting bird survey 

and would prevent impacts to nesting birds or unfledged young. If construction activity will occur during 
the typical avian nesting season (February 1‐August 31), a pre‐disturbance survey shall be performed to 

determine if active nests are present within or up to 500 feet away from Project disturbance areas. The 
survey shall be conducted by a qualified Biologist no more than one weeks prior to the onset of 

construction activities. If active nests are found on the site or adjacent to the site, disturbance or removal 
of the nest shall be avoided until the young have fledged and the nest is no longer active. Extensive 

buffers, such as those recommended for nesting raptors, are not necessary for nesting avian species 
protected solely by the MBTA. However, depending on the species, site conditions, and the proposed 
construction activities near the active nest, a buffer may be prescribed and work may be allowed to 

continue, as determined by the Biologist. 
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7.3   Western Burrowing Owl 

Although burrowing owls were not observed during the field surveys, the Project site contains marginally 
suitable habitat for burrowing owl in areas within small mammal burrows that occur immediately adjacent 

to the southwest side of the Project area in Disturbed Ruderal/Non-Native Grassland habitat and along 
the edges of the existing concrete pads where mammal burrows have a high potential to occur. The 
following avoidance and minimization measure will minimize potential impacts to this species. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure 4 
No more than 30 days prior to the onset of construction‐related activities, a burrowing owl survey may be 

conducted to determine the presence or absence of the species. Burrowing owls can be present during 
all times of the year in California, so this survey shall be performed regardless of the time construction‐
related activities occur. If active owl burrows are located during the pre‐activity survey, a 250‐foot buffer 

zone may be established around each burrow with an active nest until the young have fledged and are 
able to exit the burrow. Work may be allowed to continue with adaptive measures in place if determined 
by the Biologist to be appropriate, such as shelter-in-place hay bale placement or biological monitoring 

during work activities. 

7.4   Adjacent Raptor Nesting Habitat 

There is potential raptor nesting habitat in the form of eucalyptus trees located adjacent to the Project 

site approximately 120 feet to the east and 300 feet to the north. As discussed above, this area will not 
be directly impacted by the Project. The following avoidance and minimization measure is proposed to 

minimize indirect temporary impacts. 

Avoidance and Minimization Measure 5 
If Project construction activities are initiated during the raptor nesting season, (February 1 to August 31), 
a nesting raptor survey shall be conducted. Seven days prior to the onset of construction activities, a 

qualified Biologist shall survey within the limits of the Project disturbance area for the presence of any 
active raptor nests (common or special status). If no active nests are found, no further avoidance or 

minimization measures would be required. If nesting activity is present, the active site shall be protected 
until nesting activity has ended to ensure compliance with Section 3503.5 of the CDFW Code. To protect 
any nest site, the following restrictions on construction are recommended between February 1 and 

August 31 (or until nests are no longer active, as determined by a qualified Biologist): (1) Construction 
limits should be established a minimum of 300 feet in any direction from any occupied nest and (2) access 

and surveying shall be restricted within 200 feet of any occupied nest. Any encroachment, except for 
vehicular traffic on existing roads, into the 300‐ and/or 200‐foot buffer area(s) around the known nest shall 

only be allowed if a qualified Biologist determines that the proposed activity shall not disturb the nest 
occupants. 
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Vicinity Map
SoCalGas - Cabora Wells Retaining Wall Project

8141 Gulana Ave, Playa del Rey, California

Scale:

Project Location

Figure

1
Project: SC0766
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PARKING AREAS AND EQUIPMENT LAYDOWN 
LOCATIONS 

SoCalGas – Cobra Wells Retaining Wall Project 
8141 Gulana Ave, Playa del Rey, California 

Figure 

1

Project: SC0766 August 28, 2023 

Materials Laydown Area
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