
STATE OF CALIFORNIA— CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
455 MARKET STREET, SUITE 300 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105-2219 
VOICE (415) 904- 5200 
FAX (415) 904-5400 
TDD (415) 597-5885 
WWW.COASTAL.CA.GOV  

Th10a 
CD-0001-23

(U.S. FOREST SERVICE – SAN CARPOFORO BEACH) 

MARCH 14, 2024 

CORRESPONDENCE 

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/


Post Office Box 506, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
831-423-3191    www.ventanawild.org    VWA@ventanawild.org

The mission of the Ventana Wilderness Alliance is to protect, preserve, and restore the wilderness qualities 
and biodiversity of the public lands within California's northern Santa Lucia Mountains and Big Sur coast. 

July 28, 2023 

Tom Luster  VIA USPS & email to: 
Senior Environmental Scientist tom.luster@coastal.ca.gov 
California Coastal Commission 
455 Market Street, Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Re:  US Forest Service San Carpoforo Beach 

Dear Mr. Luster, 

The Ventana Wilderness Alliance strongly supports the US Forest Service 
decision to prohibit overnight camping, open wood fires, and unleashed dogs 
from San Carpoforo Beach.  Said prohibitions would be for up to two years while 
the Los Padres National Forest conducts National Environmental Policy Act 
analysis for Visitor Use Management on the Monterey Ranger District. 

Visitor use of this Forest Service beach is at unprecedented levels with no 
specific management plan which greatly handicaps effective resource protection 
and law enforcement.  Extreme unmanaged visitation is harming sensitive 
species in their native beach habitat.  Those species include the federally 
threatened western snowy plover, the federally threatened south-central 
California coast distinct population segment of steelhead trout, and the federally 
endangered Smith’s blue butterfly, among others. 

The California Coastal Commission should not obstruct the Forest Service effort 
to protect these species in favor of unrestricted overnight camping, unrestricted 
wood fires, and unleashed dogs.  The Commission should recognize that USFS 
protective management of beach resources is the correct resource management 
outcome for San Carpoforo Beach. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael Chamberlain 
Executive Director 















September 5, 2023 

Dear Honorable Chair Brownsey and Commissioners, 

As a longtime neighbor and friend of San Carpoforo, I write in strong support of the 

proposed Forest Service Order to prohibit overnight camping at San Carpoforo.  

Thank you for giving our community the opportunity to submit letters of support to 

the Commission. 

What the residents of San Carpoforo have witnessed is the desecration of a wild 

ecosystem by an itinerant party-on culture without respect for the environment or the 

families who live here.  Weekends at San Carpoforo now regularly include beer pong 

tables set in Snowy Plover habitat; beach rock fire pits burning driftwood set ablaze 

by lighter fluid; camping gear scattered everywhere; and campfires left to burn in the 

coastal winds after the revelers have fallen asleep.  In the morning, this once pristine 

estuary looks and smells wrecked.  Nesting sites and habitat for small mammals and 

amphibians are ruined.  The sand is filled with trash and discarded propane tanks.  The 

once clear waters of San Carpoforo Creek are muddied by human activity and 

polluted with waste and washed-out camp materials.  How can this be allowed to 

continue in waters that flow directly into California’s largest and most important 

National Marine Sanctuary? 

Just a few years ago, this remote location was a healthy and restful place.  San 

Carpoforo provided safe habitat for endangered species and a respite from the world 

for its daytime visitors.  Snowy Plovers nested in the dunes and fed along the beach; 

Steelhead Trout swam in the creek as they awaited their return to the ocean; bachelor 

Elephant seals hauled out on the sand to rest for the night; a family of driftwood-gray 

Bobcats patrolled the estuary; Black-tail deer descended from the Santa Lucia 

Mountains to lick salt from exposed river rocks; an entire ecosystem of mammals, 

amphibians, and butterflies lived in and around the creek and driftwood and dune 

plants; hawks and falcons soared overhead; and the occasional California Condor 

perched in the Cypress trees observing it all.  In short, San Carpoforo was a vital and 

whole place, a last stand for many coastal species, and a pair of lungs for the world. 

Now that Forest Service is prepared to do the right thing by requesting a two year 

pause on overnight camping to reverse the damage and evaluate the situation, it would 

be painful if California, recognized around the world for its defense of the 

environment, were instead to allow this deplorable behavior to continue.  A great 

amount of damage has been done here in a short amount of time.  San Carpoforo has 

been hijacked from its ecology and history.  Daytime visitors no longer walk a pristine 



 2 

and life-affirming beach.  And residents are unable to sleep at night fearful of the 

severe fire risk.  By prohibiting overnight activities and preventing the damage they 

cause, you will allow the San Carpoforo ecosystem to survive. 

 

Where is there justice for this land?  Where is there justice for the animals and plants 

who keep our planet healthy?  Where is there justice for the families who live here 

and are terrified by what is happening? 

 

Let’s take a moment to consider what the County and State have said about the 

importance of this unique ecosystem.  From the report Big Creek-San Carpoforo 

Creek Area Watershed prepared by San Luis Obispo County: 

 

“The most notable waterway within the San Luis Obispo portion of the 

watershed is San Carpoforo Creek….  Pacific Ocean outfall of San Carpoforo 

Creek is designated as a State Marine Conservation Area and State Marine 

Reserve within the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.” 

 

“The California Department of Fish and Game considers the San Carpoforo 

Creek to be one of two of the most important spawning streams for threatened 

steelhead in San Luis Obispo County.” 

 

“Supports one of the few remaining populations of sensitive foothill yellow-

legged frogs on the Central Coast, as well as endangered California red-legged 

frogs.” 

 

“The northern part of the San Luis Obispo Coastline and the southern part of 

the Monterey coastline remain one of the few minimally disturbed watersheds 

within our study area.  However, impacts due to climate change continue to 

affect all areas of the County and, in combination with periods of drought, 

coastal creeks continue to see diminished flows which impact the health of the 

ecological community.” 

 

Based on the above expert analysis, I believe we can all agree San Carpoforo is a 

location that must be saved and protected. 

 

In addition to the significance of its natural history, San Carpoforo is the keeper of 

crucial human history.  It was at San Carpoforo some two hundred and fifty years ago 

the Spanish explorer Gaspar de Portola met with representatives of the local Native 

American tribes.  Portola was convinced to turn inland at San Carpoforo instead of 

continuing north up the coast, which is why the next three Missions were built away 

from the ocean.  There remain documented middens and grinding stones at San 
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Carpoforo, which have been disturbed during the night and are at risk of being 

destroyed.  From a report prepared by the Ventana Wilderness Alliance: 

“San Carpoforo Creek was the route of the historic Portola Expedition of 1769, 

which led to the establishment of the California Missions and ultimately the 

European colonization of northern California.  According to journal entries by 

Portola members, contact between Portola and native people took place on the 

banks of the San Carpoforo and therefore, the area is considered to be one of the 

last primal remnants of the original encounter between indigenous and 

European consciousness anywhere on the Pacific coast.  In addition, a venerable 

grove of olive trees near the confluence of San Carpoforo and Dutra Creeks 

marks the location where an outpost of the Mission San Antonio de Padua once 

stood.”  

This does not sound like a place we should turn our back on and let be destroyed. 

In addition, San Carpoforo is a remote location, at least thirty minutes from the 

nearest First Responders.  This distance presents a real danger for individuals injured 

during nighttime activities and for the significant risk of an out-of-control camp fire.  

For those who believe Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties need additional 

camping opportunities, the best solution is to expand the area’s many existing 

developed campsites.  These locations have already been impacted by long term 

human presence, possess existing infrastructure, are well known to First Responders, 

and enjoy regular Ranger supervision for safety. 

In conclusion, after years of growing concerns from worried residents, naturalists, and 

day visitors, the US Forest Service is prepared to do the right thing by banning 

overnight camping for reasons of health, safety, and ecological conservation.  We ask 

the Coastal Commission to support Forest Service’s necessary and responsible Order 

before San Carpoforo and its rare natural and human history are lost to us forever.  

The community of residents who live here and raise children here and love San 

Carpoforo as if its waters run in our veins ask you for justice for this land and peace 

for our neighborhood. 

Let wild places be wild.  Let healthy ecosystems survive.  For the sake of our planet 

and our community, let this place heal. 

Respectfully, 

Paul Balson 
































