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the perimeter, for hikers and bikers, and introducing lighting, picnic tables, and parking lots, 
will disturb wildlife. A nature preserve has value in its own right and does not need to 
become a public park.  Offering pleasant views of the wetlands on a daily basis as a 
recreational and educational benefit, without even mentioning, much less monitoring, the 
impacts on wildlife is irresponsible.    

EXHIBITS   

Exhibits 9 and 10 make it clear that most of the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands will be 
graded and most of the existing habitat will be removed. 

 Exhibit 9 

​ ​ ​ ​

Exhibit 10  
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Executive Officer 
Mark Stanley 

Date: 2/27/25 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
South Coast District Office 
301 E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
 
RE: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (CDP No. 
5-23-0233) Letter of Support 
 
Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners: 
 
I am writing to support the implementation of the Southern Los 
Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project and urge the Commission to 
approve the project’s Coastal Development Permit application 
(CDP No. 5-23-0233). 
 
This restoration project will repair the damage done by more than a 
century of oil drilling and other industrial use of the site. This is the 
first step in restoring a significant portion of the historic wetland 
complex, which previously spanned more than 2,400 acres.  
 
This project will restore over one hundred acres of wetlands, 
improve water quality, increase biodiversity, support local wildlife, 
and create a system of trails and public access features that will 
serve a diverse 
community. 
 
This restoration project will support a variety of wildlife and will 
allow the wetlands to adapt to sea level rise by maximizing mid-
marsh and transitional wetlands in the design. This restoration 
project will create public access amenities that are critical to the 
community, especially in this industrialized area with underserved 
communities to the west, north, and east. The plans include a new 
trail system that will connect Gum Grove Park and the Heron Point 
Cultural Trail to the San Gabriel River Trail. The trail connections, 
public parking, ADA features, bike racks, and nearby bus stops will 
facilitate access to the site. The project will allow people of all ages 
and abilities to explore and recreate in harmony with the natural 
space while protecting sensitive habitats from negative impacts. 
Public amenities include an outdoor classroom, benches and 
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shade, interpretive features, an amphitheater, interpretive signage, 
educational opportunities, and ADA accessible trails and viewing 
spaces. 
 
The longstanding collaboration between multiple non-profits, tribal 
groups, local, state, and federal agencies in protecting and 
restoring the Los Cerritos Wetlands underscores the broad support 
for this project and its importance. I respectfully encourage you to 
support this important project for the restoration of valuable coastal 
wetlands and wildlife habitat. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Stanley 
Executive Officer 
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February 25, 2025 
 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair  
California Coastal Commission  
South Coast District Office  
301 E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300  
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
 

Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (CDP No. 5-23-0233) Letter of 
Support 
 

Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners: 

I am writing to support the implementation of the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration 
Project and urge the Commission to approve the project’s Coastal Development Permit 
application (CDP No. 5-23-0233). 

This restoration project will repair the damage done by more than a century of oil drilling and 
other industrial use of the site. This is the first step in restoring a significant portion of the 
historic wetland complex, which previously spanned more than 2,400 acres. This project will 
restore over one hundred acres of regionally important wetlands, improve water quality, increase 
biodiversity, support local wildlife, and create a system of trails and access features that will 
serve a diverse community. 

This restoration project will support a variety of wildlife and will allow the wetlands to adapt to 
sea level rise by maximizing mid-marsh and transitional wetlands in the design. This restoration 
project will create public access amenities that are critical to the community, especially in this 
industrialized area with underserved communities to the west, north, and east. The plans include a 
new trail system and amenities that will connect Gum Grove Park and the Heron Point Cultural 
Trail to the San Gabriel River Trail. The project will allow people of all ages and abilities to 
explore and recreate in harmony with the natural space while protecting sensitive habitats from 
negative impacts. The plans also feature new tribal access facilities that have been developed in 
partnership with local tribes that would preserve and enhance tribal members’ access to, and use 
of, the restoration project area for a variety of cultural purposes. 
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The longstanding collaboration between multiple non-profits, tribal groups, local, state, and 
federal agencies in protecting and restoring the Los Cerritos Wetlands underscores the broad 
support for this project and its importance. I respectfully encourage you to support this important 
project for the restoration of valuable coastal wetlands and wildlife habitat. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Amy Hutzel 
Executive Officer  
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Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair         March 4, 2025 
California Coastal Commission  
South Coast District Office  
301 E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300  
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 

Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (CDP No. 5-23-0233) Letter of Support 

Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners: 

I am writing to express support for the implementation of the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 
Restoration Project and to recommend the Commission approve the project’s Coastal 
Development Permit application, as conditioned (CDP No. 5-23-0233). 

This restoration project is a significant step in repairing over a century of environmental 
degradation caused by oil drilling and industrial activity, restoring more than 100 acres of vital 
wetland habitat within a historic 2,400-acre wetland complex. This restoration will improve water 
quality, enhance biodiversity, and support native wildlife, while also increasing coastal resilience by 
incorporating mid-marsh and transitional wetlands to adapt to sea level rise. The project will 
expand public access opportunities through a connected trail system linking Gum Grove Park, the 
Heron Point Cultural Trail, and the San Gabriel River Trail, while providing inclusive amenities such 
as ADA-accessible pathways, bike racks, public parking, an outdoor classroom, an amphitheater, 
and interpretive signage to ensure accessibility for all. 

As a multi-benefit, nature-based solution, this project aligns with statewide climate resilience goals 
and conservation priorities. The Ocean Protection Council (OPC) has invested state funds in this 
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effort1, demonstrating its significance for coastal restoration. Additionally, the long-standing 
collaboration between multiple non-profits, tribal groups, and government agencies underscores 
the broad support for this initiative.  

I respectfully encourage the Commission to support this important project, as recommended by 
staff, for the restoration of valuable coastal wetlands, wildlife habitat, and overarching community 
benefits. 

Sincerely, 

 
Maria Rodriguez  
Climate and Environmental Justice Program Manager 
Ocean Protection Council 
715 P St., 20th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 

 

1 Ocean Protection Council. Staff Recommendation—Action Item: Consideration and Approval for 
Disbursement of Funds for the Southern Los Cerritos Wetland Restoration Project. December 12, 
2023.  

https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Item-6-Los-Cerritos-Wetlands-508.pdf
https://opc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Item-6-Los-Cerritos-Wetlands-508.pdf


Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust 
for Long Beach and Seal Beach 

PO Box 30165 
Long Beach, CA 90853 

www.lcwlandtrust.org 

February 21, 2025	

Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair	

California Coastal Commission	

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 	

San Francisco, CA 94105-2219	

Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project, Project number No. 5-23-0233. 	

Dear Chairman Cummings,	

The Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust, a membership organization whose mission is protecting and 
restoring Los Cerritos Wetlands, supports a Coastal Development Permit for the Southern Los Cerritos 
Wetlands Restoration Project (Project). The Project restores tidal wetlands, wetland-upland transition 
zones, and upland habitats. 	

Phase 1 restoration activities cover about 55 acres and will focus on using the existing tidal connection 
to the San Gabriel River to enhance salt marsh habitat and reduce upland coverage overall. Phase 2 
restoration activities cover about 48.5 acres and will expand tidal wetlands throughout the site by 
creating a full tidal connection with the Haynes Cooling Channel.	

In late 2023, the LCWA received $32.5 million in grant funding to finalize design plans, obtain remaining 
permits, and construct Phase 1 of the Project. A Coastal Development Permit (CDP) from the California 
Coastal Commission is required to implement the restoration. 	

We support this project because it is the first large-scale restoration of Los Cerritos Wetlands. The 
restoration will remediate existing contamination from prior oil operations and restore vital habitat. 
Furthermore, the project will provide new public access opportunities as well as expand education and 
stewardship opportunities. Lastly, the project includes important aesthetic improvements, especially for 
the under-utilized State Lands parcel, which fronts Pacific Coast Highway.	

Sincerely	

Elizabeth Lambe, Executive Director	

Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust

http://www.lcwlandtrust.org
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California Coastal Commission 
Attention: Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair 
 
RE: Approve, Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project 
Project #5-23-0233 
  
The Los Cerritos Wetlands in Seal Beach and Long Beach are a gem in the string of 
pearls along our Southern California coast and we fully support this project. Our 
chapter has led regular bird/nature walks the wetlands the last 20 years.   
 
First major restoration project of the Los Cerritos Wetlands 
Phase I is fully funded 
Remediates existing contamination from prior oil operations 
Restores vital habitat 
Provides new public access opportunities 
Expands education and stewardship opportunities 
Includes aesthetic improvements, especially for the under-utilized State Lands 
parcel which fronts Pacific Coast Highway 
 

Sincerely, 

Mary Parsell 

El Dorado Audubon 

(Contact email mfp2001@hotmail.com) 



From: SouthCoast@Coastal
To: Roman, Liliana@Coastal
Subject: FW: Public Comment on March 2025 Agenda Item Thursday 16a - Application No. 5-23-0233 (Los Cerritos

Wetlands Authority, Seal Beach)
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 4:46:24 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Vic Leipzig <vicleipzig@outlook.com>
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 4:11 PM
To: SouthCoast@Coastal <SouthCoast@coastal.ca.gov>
Cc: susansheakley@cox.net; redtail1@cox.net
Subject: Public Comment on March 2025 Agenda Item Thursday 16a - Application No. 5-23-0233 (Los Cerritos
Wetlands Authority, Seal Beach)

Item 16.a, Thu, Mar 13
Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project SUPPORT

Dear Chair Cummings and Commissioners:
    Sea and Sage Audubon Society strongly supports the restoration of the Los Cerritos Wetlands.  Sea and Sage is
the principal Orange County chapter of the National Audubon Society.  Coastal wetlands can be successfully
restored from a degraded condition, as we have seen at numerous southern California sites.   We urge you adopt the
staff recommendation for approval of the application by the Los Cerritos Wetland Authority.

Victor Leipzig, Ph.D.
Chair
Legislation and Advocacy Committee
Sea and Sage Audubon Society
17461 Skyline Lane
Huntington Beach CA 92647
      

mailto:SouthCoast@coastal.ca.gov
mailto:Liliana.Roman@coastal.ca.gov


 

 

 

 

February 26, 2025 

Re: Support for Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (No. 5-23-0233) 

Dear Chair Cummings and Commissioners,  

On behalf of Audubon California, a state office of the National Audubon Society, and our 140,000 

members and supporters, we write this letter to show our support for the Southern Los Cerritos 

Wetlands Restoration Project (Project) and urge the Commission to approve their Coastal Development 

Permit.  

Audubon protects birds and the places birds need, today and tomorrow. Audubon California was 

established in 1996 as a field program of the National Audubon Society, overseeing the organization's 

properties and leading conservation efforts in California and along the Pacific Flyway. The Audubon 

California network includes 48 affiliate chapters including, El Dorado Audubon Society, which has been 

active on this site leading bird and nature walks over the past 20 years. Audubon California has also 

brough students and young professionals to this site to learn about this critical restoration effort and 

gain hands-on restoration experience.  

Los Cerritos Wetlands is part of the Orange Coast Wetlands Important Bird Area (IBA). An IBA is an area 

that has been identified as globally important for the conservation of bird populations based on a set of 

criteria. Los Cerritos Wetlands is part of a network of wetlands along the southern California coast that 

provides critical habitat for birds that are migrating, breeding, and feeding in these areas, such as the 

Belding’s Savannah Sparrow, Marsh Wren, and locally-breeding terns and waterfowl 1. Restoring these 

areas will improve the sensitive habitat these birds depend on.  

We fully support this Project and appreciate the Commission for their consideration.  

Sincerely,  

 

Liliana Griego  

Sr. Coastal Program Manager 

Audubon California  

 
1 Important Bird Areas – National Audubon Society 
(https://gis.audubon.org/portal/apps/sites/?_gl=1*4cnudb*_gcl_au*Nzc0NDEwMDE0LjE3MzMyNjE2NjA.*_ga*MTc
2MDExMjE3MC4xNjg2MDgzMTA0*_ga_X2XNL2MWTT*MTc0MDU5NTQzOC41ODQuMC4xNzQwNTk1NDM4LjYwLj
AuMA..#/nas-hub-site) 



 
 

ISLAND VILLAGE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
January 23, 2025 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings 
Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
 
 
Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (No 5-23-0233), SUPPORT 
 
Dear Dr. Cummings: 
 
The Island Village Homeowners’ Association is pleased to support the proposed Southern Los 
Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project. Island Village residents live adjacent to the wetlands area 
and we see it as almost a part of our community and certainly a benefit to us. The development of 
the area will be an instant improvement and so valuable to the wildlife that we enjoy. A number of 
our neighbors are supporters of the wetlands and actually work with the Wetlands Stewards to 
clean up various areas in and around the Los Cerritos Wetlands. 
 
We hope the project is approved without delay and look forward to walking through a restored 
wetlands. 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
Ivan Roson 
 
Ivan Roson 
President 
Island Village Homeowners Association 
ivananddana@msn.com 
 
  
IR:cm 

 
Island Village is a domestic nonprofit gated private community consisting of 182 homes in southeast Long Beach, CA 

 
Island Village Officers: 

 
Ivan Roson, President 

Carolyn Quadt, Vice President 
Brian Fisk, Secretary 

Willie Gutierrez, Treasurer 
Carol Meyer, Member-at-Large 

 
 
 

 



 
 
March 3, 2025 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings 
California Coastal Commission 
301 East Ocean Blvd. Suite 300 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project Coastal Development Permit 

 

The Los Cerritos Wetlands Fund, a non-profit fundraising and grant-giving organization, is 
supportive of the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority’s proposed Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 
Restoration Project, which includes restoring tidal wetlands along both the wetland and upland 
habitats. This is the first major restoration project that will occur in two phases. Phase 1 is fully 
funded and will conduct restoration activities across 55 acres and will focus on using the existing 
tidal connection to the San Gabriel River to enhance salt march habitat and reduce upland 
coverage.  
 
To implement this restoration, the Los Cerritos Wetlands Fund respectfully encourages the 
Coastal Commission to approve the Coastal Development Permit for project No. 5-23-0233 
 
This project will make tremendous restorative impacts to vital habitats by remediating existing 
contamination from prior oil operations. Additionally, the project aims to engage the public by 
providing new public access opportunities, expanding education and stewardship programs and 
improving aesthetics, especially for the under-utilized State Lands parcel that faces Pacific Coast 
Highway.  
 
Our organization is committed to fundraising and grant-giving for projects that increase 
awareness of the importance of coastal wetlands and the restoration opportunities in the Los 
Cerritos Wetlands. In addition, we provide funding for wetland research and educational 
opportunities for students in the community to experience nature in an outdoor classroom. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Shauna Badheka, Interim Board President 
Los Cerritos Wetlands Fund  
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February 14, 2025 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
South Coast District Office  
301 E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300  
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
 
Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (CDP No. 5-23-0233) Letter of Support 
 
Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Aquarium of the Pacific to support the implementation of the Southern Los 
Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project and urge the Commission to approve the project’s Coastal 
Development Permit application (CDP No. 5-23-0233).  
 
This project will restore over one hundred acres of coastal habitat including tidal wetlands. The project 
will improve water quality, increase biodiversity, support local wildlife, and create a system of trails and 
public access features that will serve a diverse community. This restoration project will also create 
habitat for the state endangered Belding’s Savannah Sparrow and other salt marsh species that have lost 
most of their habitat throughout southern California and allow the wetlands to adapt to sea level rise.  
 
The reason that we care about this wetland restoration is because wetlands are vital to the health of our 
communities and Ocean habitats. Wetland habitats are some of the most productive ecosystems, housing 
immense biodiversity and acting as nursery settings for a number of species. As “filters of the ocean” 
they also have a hand in stopping debris before it gets to the open ocean. They are an important part of 
our watershed, and we are excited to participate in restoring these vital habitats. 
 
The Southern California Sea Turtle Monitoring program that has been ongoing since 2012, takes place 
on the San Gabriel River just adjacent to the Los Cerritos Wetlands. Data shows that many of the turtles 
congregate near the outflow of the wetlands, and it is hypothesized that is due to the nutrient exchange 
coming from the warm, shallow waters of the wetlands. 
 
We have seen first-hand how the Los Cerritos wetlands are a hub that brings our local community 
together to practice collective action. People of all ages and backgrounds come to the wetlands to be in 
nature whether they are planting native plants, participating in community science, or removing marine 
debris.  
 



100 Aquarium Way • Long Beach CA 90802 • Telephone 562.590.3100 • www.aquariumofpacific.org 

We are eager to use the new trail system and Visitor Plaza, which includes new opportunities to relax, 
explore, and learn. The Commission should approve the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration 
Project’s Coastal Development Permit without delay.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jennie Dean 
Vice President of Education and Conservation 
Aquarium of the Pacific 
100 Aquarium Way, Long Beach CA 90802 
 
CC: Liliana Roman 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 2025 
 
California Coastal Commission 
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair, and Commissioners 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 
 
 Re:  Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project  

Application No. 5-23-0233 
Hearing: Item Th16a – March 12, 2025 

 
Dear Chairman Cummings and Commissioners: 
 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to advocate for the 
protection of the Bolsa Chica Wetlands and educate the public about its ecological value. 
We recognize that the few remaining wetland areas in Southern California function together as 
an aquatic ecosystem supporting birds, fish, and other creatures.  
 
Because ninety percent of our coastal wetlands have been lost, we think it critical that projects 
that protect and restore wetlands, especially those near the Bolsa Chica Wetlands, be 
encouraged. We have reviewed the application of the Los Cerritos Wetland Authority for a 
Coastal Development Permit as well as your staff’s report and recommendation. to proceed 
with its major restoration proposal.  
 
We support the project and urge the Commission to vote in favor of the staff recommendation. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
 
     Melvin L. Nutter, President 
     Amigos de Bolsa Chica 



TIJUANA RIVER NATIONAL ESTUARINE RESEARCH RESERVE 
“A Wetland of Interna/onal Importance” Interna/onal Ramsar Conven/on 

 
301 Caspian Way 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 
(619) 575 3613 x.333 
jcrooks@trnerr.org 
 

25 February 2025 
Dr. JusKn Cummings, Chair 
California Coastal Commission 
South Coast District Office, 301 E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300  
Long Beach, CA 90802-4302 
 
Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restora4on Project (CDP No. 5-23-0233) LeBer of Support 
 
Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners:  
 
As Research Director of the Tijuana River NaKonal Estuarine Research Reserve, I am wriKng to 
support the implementaKon of the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands RestoraKon Project and urge 
the Commission to approve the project’s Coastal Development Permit applicaKon (CDP No. 5-
23-0233). This restoraKon project represents an important step forward in recovering Southern 
California’s coastal wetlands, and will address damage done by more than a century of oil 
drilling and other industrial uses at this locaKon. Only about 500 acres of this historic wetland 
complex remain, and this project will increase this footprint by over 100 acres. It will also 
enhance Kdal flows, recreate marsh elevaKons, replace invasive weeds with naKve plants, and 
create a system of trails and public access features that will serve a diverse community.  
 
This restoraKon project is designed to protect, enhance, and create Kdal salt marsh to support 
the State endangered Belding’s Savannah Sparrow and other salt marsh-dependent species that 
have lost most of their habitat throughout southern California. Overall, the restoraKon design 
will nearly double the amount of wetland and transiKonal habitats, while removing 
infrastructure that negaKvely impacts the site. Restored habitats will be much higher quality 
than the exisKng condiKons, greatly improving the opportuniKes for wildlife to forage and 
breed, and potenKally a`racKng new species to the area. The new Kdal channels will improve 
water quality and flow and increase habitat for fish and invertebrates. The types of plant 
communiKes and species proposed will considerably improve biodiversity at the site, making 
the area more resilient to climate change and providing more resources for pollinators and 
other wildlife. It will also allow the wetlands to adapt to sea level rise by maximizing mid-marsh 
and transiKonal wetlands in the design. The wetlands are constrained by development, which 
prevents inland wetland migraKon, but the gradual elevaKon transiKons will allow the wetlands 
to spread to higher elevaKons over Kme, preserving wetland habitat into the future for wetland-
dependent plants and animals.  
 
 



Tijuana River Na8onal Estuarine Research Reserve 
“A Wetland of Interna/onal Importance” Interna'onal Ramsar Conven'on, 2005 

 
 
Improving public access is also a key feature of this work, and is especially relevant in this 
industrialized area with underserved communiKes to the west, north, and east. The plans 
include a new trail system that will connect Gum Grove Park and the Heron Point Cultural Trail 
to the San Gabriel River Trail. The trail connecKons, public parking, ADA features, bike racks, and 
nearby bus stops will facilitate access to the site. The project will allow people of all ages and 
abiliKes to explore and recreate in natural spaces while protecKng sensiKve habitats from 
negaKve impacts. Public ameniKes include an outdoor classroom, benches and shade, 
interpreKve features, an amphitheater, interpreKve signage, educaKonal opportuniKes, and ADA 
accessible trails and viewing spaces. Planning for the restoraKon project included collaboraKon 
with a Tribal Advisory Group to ensure that the needs of the Tribal communiKes are addressed 
in the project. The future harvest gardens, gathering place, monument, and water access ramp 
create opportuniKes for cultural and spiritual pracKces to resume on these sacred lands.  
 
The project is funded through Phase 1 and is expected to begin restoraKon acKviKes in Fall 
2025. The environmental review, stakeholder engagement, and design process have been 
extremely thorough, and the community is eager to see this project begin on schedule. For all 
these reasons and more, the Commission should approve the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands 
RestoraKon Project’s Coastal Development Permit without delay.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Jeff Crooks 
Research Director – Tijuana River Na4onal Estuarine Research Reserve 
 
 
CC: Liliana Roman 
 



February 18, 2025 
 
Dear Dr. Cummings, chair and Coastal Commissioners, 
 
I encourage the Commission to approve the Coastal Development Permit Application 
(CDP No. 5-23-0233), Phase 1 of the Los Cerritos wetlands restoration project. 
 
I support the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project as restoring tidal 
wetlands, transition zones and upland habitats benefit both the surrounding 
communities, which can be affected by sea level rising, as an area for excess water to 
be channeled, along with benefits for ocean habitats. It is vital we enlarge breeding 
areas for fish and other aquatic animals, giving nesting and feeding grounds for coastal 
and migrating birds. Endangered and threatened coastal animals are in dire need of 
habitat. Improving coastal habitat shares a valuable education for people who 
walk through the areas to enjoy and learn the importance of our coast and the animals 
that should be thriving in areas which used to be wetlands. The opportunity to use the 
Haynes Cooling Channel to expand tidal wetlands with a full tidal connection, is an ideal 
opportunity and money saver. 
 
I live in Seal Beach and have been volunteering for the Bolsa Chica Reserve for four 
years, observing the changes over the past 30 years, with the opening of their Full Tidal 
Basin. I can see the difference you can make opening the wetlands with healthy 
brackish water flow. Hundreds and thousands of birds thrive and breed their way to 
healthier numbers, when given additional habitat.  
 
Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project is vital for the future safety of our 
community and the habitat within the wetlands. I strongly urge you to approve the 
Phase 1 construction permit. 
 
Rheo McColl 
208 2nd St. 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 



Carol Meyer 
7145 Island Village Drive 

Long Beach, CA 90803 
 

 
January 23, 2025 
 
Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (No. 5-23-0233), Support 
 
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair 
 
I live in Island Village, a community that generally abuts the Los Cerritos Wetlands. I learned 
about the Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project at a presentation given to our 
Homeowners Association last year.  
 
This project will be the first major restoration project implemented at the Los Cerritos Wetlands, 
so this is a very exciting opportunity! I am pleased that the project includes public access trails as 
I look forward to exploring the area once restored.  
 
I hope this restoration project is the first of many for the Los Cerritos Wetlands. I’ve lived here a 
while and it will be good to see this area finally restored. I urge you to approve the Coastal 
Development Permit without delay! 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Carol Meyer 
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